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comment 


A new era in Formula 1 racing will begin in Spain this weekend 
when the Grand Prix cars will appear complying to the new 
regulations, devised by the Formula 1 Constructors Association 
in conjunction with the CSI last year. The new regulations are 
really the most significant since the banning of free-for-all wings 
and is a natural extension to the formula which, in basic form, has 
run very successfully for ten years. 

The 3-litre formula is probably the most successful racing 
category of post-war motor racing. It has remained so because 
when it looked as though the CSI was about to start dictating 
regulation changes, the F1CA took charge and produced their own 
changes, which are ultimately aimed at making the racing safer 
and keeping the cost of the cars down. 

It has been demonstrated perfectly in Formula 1 how to make a 
racing category last and remain within the financial reach of 
enough people to produce a really competitive field. In fact, 

erhaps it has worked teo well in this direction, as there is a row 
ooming in Spain this weekend about the number of cars which 
will be allowed to compete. It’s almost a repeat of the 1974 
situation when there were literally too many people with enough 
money and machinery to be able to compete‘in Grands Prix. In 
Spain this weekend there could be as many as nine disappointed 
drivers. That’s a healthy situation to be in, although a solution 
must be found to making sure, one way or another, Hat everyone 
has a fair crack at the whip. But that’s another subject. 

While proper control of the regulations has made F1 very 
healthy, we are disturbed at the way Formula 3 racing is looking 
this year. The grids, with the rea Sa of the opening FIA inter- 
national championship round at the Nurburgring recently, have 
been thin. The problem is, of course, that it has become too 
expensive. The prize money is good, though: it doesn’t cover the 
cost, but then it was never meant too. The actual cost of getting 
an F3 car on to the track is too high, and the fault here lies with 
the CSI. ; 

Almost willy-nilly, pandering to the whims of any loud voice, 
the regulations have been changed time and time again without 
any regard to the cost to the competitor. The same can also be 
said for sports car racing, which finds itself in much the same 
position. Consequently, Formula 3 has progressively become well 


out of the reach of the privateer, and races run for F'3 at national 


level both in Britain and abroad have been very poorly supported. 
The FIA may turn round and say that their championship is 
well supported. Of course, if you are gathering ten people from 
five countries it looks good, but those ten cars together in a 
national championship event are not what promoters are looking 


for to bring in the crowds. The way things are going at the 


moment it could be down to less than ten soon, and then even the 
iy cee series will be struggling. 

Although we don’t really want to advocate any more changes 
now, when the current F3 regulations come up for renewal (they 
are scheduled to last until the end of this year) prime 
consideration must be given to either keeping what we’ve got for at 
least another three years (making six in all), or for devising a new 
category with a basic low cost which will be given a minimum six- 
year run from the start. 

Formula 3, like most of the major European formulae, needs a 
strong controlling body, which is already in existence in name, to 
take initial control of the regulations so that competitors can at 
least afford to do it, and then to create a proper calendar which 
avoids situations last weekend, when there were no fewer than 
four clashing races in Europe. 


next week 


Peter Lyons’s full illustrated report of the Spanish Grand Prix, first Euro- 
pean round of the 1976 World Championship — Complete spectator guide to 
the Welsh International Rally — The World Championship of Makes comes to 
Silverstone — In colour, Sweden's exciting Saab 99 rally car. * 


cover picture 


Top: The gruelling East African Safari Rally was severely affected by sudden 
flooding, but the Mitsubishi Colt Lancer team survived in style, scoring a 
remarkable 1-2-3 victory. This is the third-placed Lancer crewed by Britons 
Andrew Cowan /Johnstone Syer. Henry Liddon’s Safari report starts on 
page 12. Photo: Colin Taylor Productions. 

Bottom: Into the unknown. After very promising performances in testing, 
the six-wheel Tyrrell will make its eagerly anticipated race debut in the 
Spanesh Grand this weekend. Jody Scheckter’s driving impressions of 
this exciting new Formula 1 car appear on page 34. Photo: David Winter. 
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The RAM Brabham team — frui tless journey to Spain? 


Spain uncertainty for 
four Grand Prix drivers 


As you may gather from our Spanish 
Grand Prix preview (page 23), there 
is, or has been, some confusion over 
the number of cars which are going 
to be allowed to practise, let alone 
start, this weekend’s Formula 1 race, 
which will take place at the Jarama 
track just north of Madrid. 


The race organizers have been 
very slow, possibly inefficient, in 
submitting the full race regulations 
to many of the competitors. Some of 
them, including the Fittipaldi team, 
were under the impression that 26 
cars would be allowed to start the 
race. In fact, this figure was 
mentioned in one set of regulations 
published, although other sources 
within the Formula 1 Constructors 
Association, and even the CSI, told 
us at the end of last week that the 
circuit only has a provision to start 
22 cars, based on the CSI’s formula 
which takes into account the length 
and width of the circuit. 

This being the case, then accord- 
ing to the FIA rulings the organizers’ 
can only accept a further five cars, 
which brings the total up to 27. This 
is the number quoted by the CSI last 
week, and was confirmed by the 
F1CA. However, there are 31 cars 
“entered’’ for Spain. Will some be 
unlucky? More to the point, have 
some competitors been misled by the 
Spanish race organizers? 

Bearing in mind that only 27 cars 
will now be invited to practise, we 
heard unconformed reports at the 
beginning of the week that the three 
RAM Brabhams team and the HB 
Bewaking Boro would be turned 
away and local 2-litre sports car 
driver Emilio Zapico who, after 
failing to clinch deals with Surtees 
and Hesketh, managed to pursuade 
Brian McGuire to hurriedly update 
his Williams FWO4. 

When picking an entry to compete 
for a World Championship Grand 
Prix race, the organizers have a code 
which must be adhered to, and this is 
set out in the FIA book of rules and 

lations. They must take, in this 
er, any World Champion from the 
past five years; two cars apiece from 
the top ten constructors from the 
previous year’s championship; any 
pomts scorers from the existing 
season; three additional cars at the 
Organizers’ discretion; and any 
further cars/drivers which have CSI 
approval. 


‘ 


For Spain, the border line cases. 


were the and HB Bewaking 
teams. In RAM’s case they had done 
2 deal whereby local Spanish driver 


- 


| May 9. They will, of course, 


petitions Director Jochen Neerpasch 


this type of championship as a world 


apparent superiority. 


After two days of testing at the 
Jarama circuit last Friday and 
Saturday, Elf Team Tyrrell finally 
made the decision that they would 
race their Project 34 six-wheel 
Formula 1 car at this weekend’s 
Spanish Grand Prix. 

Patrick Depailler was driving the 
car in Spain, where he was able to 
return a best time of 1m 18.9s, 0.6s 
better than that achieved by Niki 
Lauda in thenew-Ferrari T2 ten days 
before. The second six-wheeler, 
which will be for Jody Scheckter, is 
half completed and should be ready 
for the Belgian Grand Prix at Zolder 
(May 16). ° 

Depailler’s rapid time with the six- 
Wheeler in fact equalled James 
Hunt’s best effort in the Marlboro 
McLaren M23. Although the testing 
had been organized by Goodyear to 

last three days, last Thursday was 
rained off. McLaren then only ran on 
the Friday, so Hunt’s time is par- 


Emilio Villota would hire one of their 
Ford-powered Brabhams for this 
event. One FICA member told us 
that the organizers were not too keen 
on Villota, anyway, and his recent 
testing performance at Silverstone 
didn’t exactly impress. 

The question of accepting the 
correct number of cars, certainly to 
compete in FIA-approved World 
Championship series, is laid out in 
the FIA book. Each circuit which 
wishes to hold a qualifying World 
Championship event, whether it is 
for Touring Cars, Formula 3 or what, 
has a minimum and maximum ent: 
limitation. 

Take the case of Monaco which, 
with Jarama causing a problem at 
the moment, may well be the focal 
point in the next few weeks. Last 
year the organizers started 18 cars. 
Were they wrong? Yes, they were: 
they should have started 20. Why? 
Again, according to the FIA rulings, 
there is a minimum number of 
starters laid down if the organizers 
want the race to qualify for World 
Championship status. The minimum 
number is 20, not 18. Monaco will 
have to start 20 cars this year, and 
therefore accept 25 in all. That’s two 
fewer than Jarama, so who will be 
unlucky at the end of May? : 


Porsche for 
G5 Silverstone 


Jochen Mass and Jacky Ickx have 
been confirmed as definite starters 
for the Silverstone round of the 
World Championship of Makes 
(G5/Silhouette) which takes place on 
ive the 
fantastic and aggressive-looking 
turbocharged Porsche Carrera 935 in 
which they have won the two rounds 
of the championship held so far. 
Opposition is expected to come 
from BMW, who are planning to 
have their own turbocharged BMW 
CSL ready for Ronnie Peterson, 
Hans-Joachim Stuck and Gunnar 
Nilsson to drive. Although Com- 


It-.was my fault,” said a bruised but 
otherwise unhurt Jacques Laffite at 
Monza last weekend. He was talking 
about his crash at Jarama while 


onto the sandy edge of the track and 
the car got away from me. But before 
them, the times were really . good, 
only a fraction slower than the other 
times set later by the McLaren and 
the Ferrari when the track was much 
better.” 


sure to be 
fit for Spain 


Will Niki Lauda, the reigning World 
‘Champion, race at the Spanish 
‘Grand Prix? This depends on a test 
run which was scheduled to take 
place at Jarama on Tuesday of this 
week. 

However, it looks as if the injuries 
which Lauda sustained at the 
beginning of last week, when his 
tractor fell on him, are not serious 
enough to keep him from Sunday’s 
race, and earlier reports that Ferrari 
might be looking to Clay Regazzoni 
to carry their flag single-handed 
were exaggerated. 


readily admits his front engined car, 
even with a turbocharger, will havea 
hard job to beat the Porsche on equal 
terms, but he believes strongly in 


series, and feels that BMW should be 
seen to support it despite Porsche’s 


ticularly encouraging. Jochen Mass, _ been running into problems. 


testing the F1 Ligier-Matra. ‘I got . 


edited by Chris Witty 


Six-wheeler very quick 
in Jarama testing 


we gather, also tried the car, al- 
though his 1:19.9 can’t be considered 
representative of a serious effort. 

The Brabham-Alfas were going 
significantly .better than of late, 
Carlos Pace whirling the Martini- 
sponsored BT45 around in 1:19.7 
after many laps around the 1m 20s 
mark. Team-mate Carlos Reutemann 
was fractionally slower. Another car 
recording times close to the 
Brabham-Alfas was the Copersucar, 
with Emerson Fittipaldi conducting 
the preliminaries. His best, 
according to team manager Jo 
Ramirez, was 1:19.8. The car was 
running with modified front 
suspension and steering geometry 
while, like other teams, they were 
also trying out different types of 
air boxes. 

Slowest runner was Gunnar 
Nilsson in the John. Player Lotus 77, 
who recorded a mediocre 1:21.0, al- 
though admittedly the team had 


Jacques Laffite tries the revised Ligier-Matra. 


Laffite shunts Ligier 


Laffite was using the old chassis 
with revised bodywork at the rear, 
‘Which does not make a scrap of 
difference to the speed or times,” 
said Laffite. Which blows a hole in 
the theory of the huge airbox run up 
to now. The car is not too badly 
damaged and will be rebuilt in time 
for the race. ‘“‘The new car will not be 
ready until Belgium, anyway,” said 
Laffite. 


Lauda almost | Italians like 


Porsches . . . 


Although Porsche might have won 
the Monza sports car race, it was 
still a hard weekend for the Porsche 
team. The renowned light-fingered 
Italians were at their best. On Thurs- 
day afternoon, Ickx lost his spare 
overalls, helmet and so on out of the 
pits, while on Saturday night his 
road Porsche. went from outside a 
restaurant. The Porsche of chief 
engineer Herr Flegl also went from 
outside the hotel “right under the 
entrance lights’’, while Jurgen Barth 
was another to lose a Porsche. 
Reinhold Jost had his Mercedes dis- 
appear’ during the second _Eaaciice 
session, while a couple other 
Porsches were also reported stolen. 
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Southgate confirms mov 


to Lotus Grand Prix team 


Tony Southgate, who has been the 
chief designer at AVS Shadow cars 
for the last three years, telephoned 
us earlier this week to confirm 
reports that he has in fact accepted 
an offer to join John Player-Team 
Lotus as chief engineer. He will take 
his new position next Monday the 
day after the Spanish Grand Prix. In 
the meantime he is continuing to 
work for Shadow Cars and will be 
of their team this weekend. 
Southgate who, before Shadow, 
worked for BRM, told us that he 
accepted the offer from Team Lotus 
“Because the future there looked so 
much better in the long term. That’s 
not to say there’s anything wrong ay 
Shadow. In fact, that’s why 
wanted to talk to you, just to under- 
line the fact that everything is 
perfectly all right there. I’m a free 
agent in many respects and Lotus 
have always been talking to me, 
certainly over the past few years, 
and so I’ve accepted their offer.” 
Southgate explained that he would 
immediately start work on sorting 
out the team’s existing Grand Prix 
car. “I know they’ve got new 


projects on the go, but as far as I’m 
concerned we’ve got to sort out the 
existing car first. It can be done. I’ve 
had a look at it, and it possesses 
many of the characteristics of the 
existing Formula 1 cars. I can’t 
really see the point of building a com- 
pletely new car at this stage of the 
season. There are still 13 races to go 
in the championship and the impor- 
tant thing is getting the points. 
Staying in the Constructors Associ- 
ation can save a team an awful lot of 
money.” 

Southgate’s position at Shadow 
will probably be taken over by Dave 
Wass. ‘‘He’s been my side-kick while 
I was at Shadow, and before that he 
worked with me at BRM”, 
Southgate told us. He went on to say 
that the team’s new DN8 Formula 1 
car “was about two months away 
from completion, but all the 
drawings have been done”. 

So Team Lotus, having been down 
(and looking very nearly out) a 
couple of months ago, now have one 
potential Grand Prix winner, one 
potential superstar, and now a top 
class designer. 


Knutsdorp F3 to Ljungfeldt 


Reigning Swedish Formula 3 
champion Conny Ljungfeldt under- 
lined his claim to retain his title 
when he dominated the opening 
round of the Swedish F3 champion- 
ship which took place at the tight 
Knutsdorp circuit last Sunday. 
Driving his brand new Rotel-backed 
Viking-Toyota TH1A, Ljungfeldt 
claimed the pole and led the race 
from start to finish. It was a good 
day for the Rotel team who, after the 
problems they incurred a few weeks 
ago at Nurburgring, had all three of 
their team cars finish in the top six. 

With no Conndy Andersson to 
worry about (he’d blown his only 
engine at Zandvoort the wee 
before), Ljungfeldt was fastest in 
practice recording a 1m 01.7s for the 
short and twisty track. This time 
was equalled by Hakan Alriksson 
who was driving his brand new Ralt- 
Toyota RT1 (not a Brabham as we 
said in our Zandvoort report last 
week), while Ulf Svensson, also in a 
Ralt, and Stefan Johansson’s ageing 
Ford Nova-powered GRD 375 
occupied the next places. The two 
other Rotel cars were further down 
the grid, Ele Elgh back in tenth place 
with a powerless engine. 

Under clear skies, the 28 car field 
got under way with Ljungfeldt leap- 
ing into an immediate lead. He pulled 
out 4s in three laps and kept that 
advantage until the end. Further 
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d, Len Terry-built Viking (below). 


back his team-mates Tommy 
Borgudd and Elgh made excellent. 
starts, the former lying third at the 
first corner, but Elgh hit Clas 
Sigurdsson’s Ralt up the gearbox 
and deranged his full-width front 
aerofoil. 

ee ran out the winner from 
Ari 


1m 02.1s) with Borgudd, Svensson, 


_ Sigurdsson and Elgh completing the 


first half dozen. 


Conny Ljungfeldt (above) dominated the Knu tsdorp 


sson (who also set fastest lap at - 


F3 race bith the Swedish- 


e| Cannon splits 


with Oaten 


John Cannon, who has been running 
his pukka F5000 March 731/751 in 
the ShellSport 5000 rounds, has split 
with Richard Oaten Racing, who 
entered him, and plans to do possibly 
two more races before returning to 
America. 

He told us on Tuesday that he 
would definitely be doing Thruxton 
on May 31 and then Zandvoort, if it 
is still on. After that he will return to 
America to contest the F5000 cham- 
pionship, although he will have 
missed the opening round at Pocono 
on May 9. 

There is a possibility that he might 
leave his March over here, though, 
for another driver to run: “I think 
the series has promise and if I can 
find somebody with some money I'll 
build up another car heré to take 
with me. John Lane, who pays all my 
bills, suggested this to me at the 
beginning of the year as perhaps a 
way into eventually constructing 
and running our own cars. This may 
be the thin end of the wedge.” 


Pesca’s Fl 
Surtees 


Henri Pescarolo confirmed that he 
would be returning to regular 
Formula 1 racing this season driving 
a brand new Surtees TS19 Grand 
Prix car. The bearded Frenchman, 
who has driven for Matra, Frank 
Williams, Team Surtees and BRM in 
the past, has obtained sponsorship 
from Norev, the French toy company 
who have backed French and 
European hillclimb champion Jimmy 
Mieusset in the past. 

The new Surtees will be prepared 
by Bob Sparshott at his Space 
Racing premises near Luton and, 
hopefully, the car may be completed 
in time for the Belgian Grand Prix. 
Failing that, Pescarolo hopes to be 
at Monaco, a race in which he scored 
his best ever F1 result back in 1970 
by finishing third in a Matra. 


Posey back in 
F5000 Talon 


Sam Posey has rejoined Jack 
McCormack’s Talon team and he will 
be driving one of the team’s updated 
MRI1A chassis in the forthcoming 
American Formula 5000 series. The 
car is being sponsored by a group of 
Californian doctors and the team will 
be called Celebrity Racing. 

The American press also state that 
the works Talon team (Posey’s car 
looks like being run separately) will 
comprise Chris Amon and Danny 
Sullivan, although the latter told us, 
prior to flying out to Japan last 
weekend, that he didn’t really know 
much about it. ‘Sure, it was talked 
about,” said Sullivan, “but only very 
loosely.”” We questioned him about 
further reports in the American 
press, Autoweek in _ particular, 
saying he was scheduled to have an 
F1 test with Frank Williams, and 
would do seven F2 races and the 
Monaco F3 race. “Hell, if I knew I 
was getting all those rides I'd prob- 


ably better at night!”, wise- 
pa canted 
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Bertram Schafer — local aire 


Schafer pulls 
further ahead 


Bertram Schafer further extended 
his lead in the German national 
Formula 3 series when he won the 
second round which was held at the 
Rier army test track last Sunday. 
Driving his familiar green Ralt-BM 
RT1, Schafer’s win was made all the 
easier by an irate official who refused 
to allow the KWS Marches out onto 
the warm-up lap (one of them was on 
the pole), and they had to start the 
race from the back of the grid... . 
The man who suffered most was 


- Marc Surer, whose KWS-entered, 
. BMW-powered 763 had been fastest 


in practice around the tight and 
twisty 6kms track. He pulled up 
through the field, setting fastest lap, 
to finish behind (but closing fast on) 
Schafer. Third was Roland Saier 


’ (Maco-Toyota 375), while Surer’s 


team-mate Rudi Doetsch (Toyota 
powered 763) finished fourth (having 
set equal fastest lap) ahead of Dieter 
Kern, the latter still in his venerable 
Ford-powered Alpine A364. 


Silverstone 
F1 trials 


Seen testing last week at Silverstone 
were John Watson and Tom Pryce. 
Watson, at the wheel of the Penske 
PC3, spent the day doing back-to 
back tests with conventional and 
low-line airboxes. With the latter, 
the Irishman finally got down to lm 
20.2s, and was quite happy. The 
Penske team, which will definitely 
not run the new PC4 at Jarama, are 
enthusiastic about the new car, but 
will not race it until the handling is 
fully sorted. At present, understeer 
into a corner is followed by very 
sudden oversteer halfway through. 
Despite this, Watson recorded a 
competitive 1m 8.3s at Goodwood 
with the new car earlier in the week. 
Tom Pryce did a great many laps 
in the Shadow DN5B, also fitted 
with new airbox, which is similar n 
apperance to that tried on 
Scheckter’s Tyrrell during practice 
for the Graham Hill International 
Trophy. In-the course of a virtually 
trouble-free day, Tom eventually got 
down to 1m 19.8s, a fraction quicker 
than the time set by James Hunt’s 
McLaren during similar tests two 
weeks ago. During the Shadow tests, 
Tony Southgate was conspicuous by 
his absence. 
@ Bilstein, the German company 
who make the gas-filled shock ab- 
sorber, are to sponsor, through their 
American division, this year's Baja 
1000 off-road race. 
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Broad extends Jaguar 
development programme 


After the fanfare of the project 
jeunch late last March, one has to 
feel sorry for Leyland Cars, who 
have now taken a definite decision to 
postpone the race debut of the 
exciting new Group 2 Jaguar XJ12 
Coupe until such time as Ralph 
Broad is confident of: the car’s 
potential as a first-time-out winner. 

Leyland Cars have issued the 
following statement: ‘‘An extension 
of the Leyland Cars Jaguar racing 
team’s test ‘programme has_ been 
called for by Team Manager Ralph 
Broad. The test programme decision, 
taken now by Broad, will be crucial 
to the success of Jaguar racing for 
years to come. This is reason enough 
for us to go racing when we are 
ready, not before.” 

Sensibly avoiding disappoint- 
ments, Leyland have made the 
statement open-ended, and the date 
of the actual debuts of the cars (to be 
driven by Derek Bell, David Hobbs, 
Andy Rouse and Steve Thompson) 
seems to be totally in the hands of 
Ralph Broad, who is not known for 
putting his cays onto the track until 


he is good and ready. Leyland say 
that there is no specific area in which 
further development is called for, so 
hopefully it is a matter of detail 
sorting, although we have heard that 
the team is awaiting parts for the 
5.3-litre V12engine. — oe | 
The Jaguar team have already 
missed two European Touring Car 
Championship rounds, at Monza and 
at Salzburg, having originally been 
down to make their first appearance 
in the Austrian race. Both events 
were won by the Luigi BMW team, 
and it seems very probable that 
BMW will also win the next: two 
races, at Mugello and Brno. Leyland 
can almost certainly forget any 
hopes of the ETC title in 1976, there- 
fore, even if they can get a car ready 
for the Nurburgring. 
Leyland will not be sending a 
Dolomite Sprint to Italy this week- 
end, but it is possible that a Dolly 
will be sent to Czechoslovakia for 
Bell and Rouse to drive. In the mean- 
time, the team will carry on with 


their extensive test programme on - 


the Jaguar. 


Penske sign Mario for Indy 


Penske Racing confirmed last week 
that Mario Andretti has been signed 
to drive the Penske-prepared CAM2 
Motor Oil-backed McLaren M16C- 
Offenhauser at the 60th annual 
Indianapolis 500-mile USAC classic 
which takes place on May 30. 
Andretti, who has recently signed to 
drive for John Player-Yeam Lotus in 
Grand Prix racing, will partner 
Penske’s regular USAC driver Tom 
Sneva in this event. Sneva’s car will, 
of course, be supported by Norton 
Spirit. 

Commenting on the inclusion of 
Andretti in his USAC team for this 
one race, Penske said: ‘“‘Mario has 
been one of our toughest competitors 
during our years of USAC racing 
and we are certainly pleased to have 


Radio M24 


“And we hit the gate doing ninety- 
eight, I said let them truckers roll. 
Ten-four.’’ The recent hit song by 
American C. W. McCall brought 
home to thousands upon thousands 
of Britishers just what the citizen’s 
band radio was in the United States. 
Quite simply it’s a radio frequency 
which Joe Public uses to talk to Fred 
Bloggs. McLaren Cars have found a 
sponsor to this effect. It’s Hi-Gain, a 
company who make civilian band 
radios, and they will back a works 
USAC car which Johnny Rutherford 
will drive in this year’s USAC Cham- 
pionship trial. Apparently the deal is 
substantially greater than that with 
Gatorade last season, and the car 
oa be painted orange and blue. Ten- 
ur. 


@ In place of Patrick Neve, who is 
down to drive a RAM Brabham in 

in this weekend, the little 

ian Pascal Witmeur will share a 
Luigi BMW CSL at the third ETC 
round at Mugello with Hughes de 
Pierlandt. The Luigi team’s other 
3.3-litre car will be handled as usual 
by ETC leaders Jean 


: 


him join our team for this year’s 
Indianapolis 500.”’ This development 
will therefore enable Bobby Allison, 
the Penske team’s regular ‘‘second”’ 
USAC driver, to race their NASCAR 
Mercury in the World 600 Winston 
Cup Grand National race which is 
also scheduled for May 30.- - 

Andretti may also drive for the 
Penske team in the same car at the 
Schaffer 500 which takes place at 
Pocono and is scheduled for June 27. 
One thing is sure, and that is 
with his USAC commitment for Indy 
Andretti will miss the Monaco 
Grand Prix for John Player-Team 
Lotus. The F1 team are fully aware 
of this and will announce a replace- 
ment at a later date. 


Keegan’s 
F3 Hawke 


“It will be ready in about two 
weeks”, said Rupert Keegan. He 
was, of course, talking about his new 
Hawke Formula 3 car which is 
nearing completion at the company’s 
new premises down at Southend 
Airport. 

The car, designed by Adrian 
Reynard, is very striking in appear- 
ance, so we are told. Apparently it 
will also be able to accept an Atlantic 
engine and, ‘“‘we’ve already received 
several enquiries about it’’, added 
Keegan. 

The new Hawke is expected to 
make its first race appearance at 


Monaco, although Rupert reckons it" 


will have to be well-sorted and fully 
competitive before he gives up using 
his trusty March 743, .a car which 
has brought him five F3 wins in six 
starts this season. 


© The Trenton 200, second round of 
the American USAC series, was 
rained whey Sunday. iow one-lay 
weekend. 


’ Darrell Waltrip (Gatorade Chevelle) heads Richard Petty (STP Dodge), Bobby 


Allison (CA M2 Mercury) and Cale Yarborough (Holly Farms Chevelle). 


Virginia 500 to Waltrip 


Darrell Waltrip, 
Gatorade-backed Chevrolet 
Chevelle, won his first Grand 
National NASCAR race of the 
season when he took the ninth round 
of the series at Martinsville last 
Sunday, winning the Virginia 500. In 
doing so, Waltrip beat all the estab- 
lished NASCAR aces, 

This short-track event, which saw 


driving the 


the race held over 500 laps (or 262. 


miles), saw Dave Marcis again set 
the early pace in his K&K Insurance 
Dodge but, after leading for the first 
128 laps, his engine blew yet again. 
Waltrip, running strong, then 
started to dominate the proceedings 
from the halfway mark, although 
Cale Yarborough gave chase in his 
Holly Farms Chevelle. 

parporener who has won a couple 
of NASCAR events this year, has 
usually been the man to beat, but 
perhaps his wings had been clipped 


While the Formula 2 - Renaults 
challenged for superiority in Britain 
over Easter, the second round of the 
“European” Super Renault series 
took place in front of an estimated 
28,000 spectators at Nogaro on April 
19. Victory went to Alain Cudini 
driving his new Lola T410, although 
by less than a second. 

From the start of the 25, lap race, 
Didier Pironi’s Martini and Richard 
Dallest’s Lola T410 broke away 
initially, chased by Cudini and the 
rest of the field. The lead dice 
developed into a splendid duel with 
Cudini now 3s down, although the 
latter was elevated a place when 
Dallest’s gearbox broke. 

Coming up to half-distance, Pironi 
was still out on his own, while first- 
round winner Dany Snobeck had 
brought his Martini up to third 
behind Cudini. Then, with seven laps 
left to run, Cudini inherited the lead, 
Pironi having a battery lead come 
adrift which robbed him of his 
second certain win in as many races. 

Cudimi ran out the winner, al- 
| though Mare Sourd brou 

Antarbecked Martini Mk18 to 

wihm O@6s at the close, with 


at this race for an early shunt had 
damaged the rear end of his car and 
Waltrip was able to pull further and 
further away, eventually to win by a 
clear lap. 

Third and two laps down was 
David Pearson, running his first 
short-track event of the year in the 
Purolator Mercury, while reigning 
champion Richard Petty was fourth 
in his STP Dodge, on the same lap. 
Fifth, a further five laps adrift was 
Richard Brooks (Ford Torino) while 
Bobby Allison’s Penske ean 


- completed the top six. Notab 


) 


retirements were those of Benny 
Parsons’s Chevelle, which dropped a 
valve, and Buddy Baker’s Ford, 
which blew its engine. 

In the points standings, Parsons 


still has a narrow lead over Yar- 
borough, with Petty close, these 
three having pulled substantially 


clear of the rest. 


Patrese stars 
at Varano 


Gianfranco Brancatelli driving his 
works supported March-Toyota 763 
won the second round of the Italian 
national Formula 8 series at Varano 
last Sunday. However it was a 
victory. made all the easier by a 
puncture suffered by Riccardo 
Patrese’s Trivellato Chevron-Toyota 
B34 which cost the ex-World 
Karting champion certain victory. 
The race was run with three heats 
qualifying towards the final. Patrese 
had been quckest in practice, having 


_broken the F3 record in doing so. He 


led his heat, breaking the record 
officially, and beating Francesco 
Campaci’s March-Toyota 743. 

The second heat was won by first- 
round winner Allesandro Pesentr 
Rossi in his March-Toyota 753 from 
Piercarlo Ghinzani’s similar car, 
while Brancatelli won the final heat 
from Guiseppe Ragailo’s March 
Toyota. 

Patrese looked set to take the 
final, leading and breaking the lap 
record again before pickmg up a 
puncture. He rejoined, although out 
of contention, but broke the record 
be again. But Brancatelli still came 

i from Ghinzani 
and Ragailo chased by Gaudenzio 
Mantova and Marcello Rosei (both in 
March Toyotas) 


‘Ghevron Cars will stop building 
Sports cars this year. That was the 
sews conveyed to us earlier this 
week by sales manager Dave Wilson, 
who said that the demand for their 
= seaters has been so high 
recently that the factory cannot cope 
with a sports car production run in 


e. 
Therefore, it has been decided that. 


their new B36 sports car will be built 
right up until October, and then pro- 
_ duction will stop. “Being honest”, 
said Wilson, ‘“‘they interfere too 
mach with the Formula 3 cars. In 


Phillips is 
movin’ on 


lan Phillips, a member of the 
AUTOSPORT staff since July 1969 and 
Editor since August 1973, is leaving 
the magazine at the end of this week 
to become Circuit Manager at 
Donington Park, Tom Wheatcroft’s 
Magnificent new circuit which is 
currently nearing completion. 

All enquiries regarding the circuit 
should be sent to Ian at Coppice 
Lodge, Donington Park Circuit, near 
Castle Donington, Derby (tel Derby 
10332) 810048 or 01-969 6007). 

AUTOSPORT’s new Editor will be 
Quentin Spurring, formerly Deputy 
Editor from 1966-1971. 


@This Sunday, BBC 1 television are 
| showing -a half-hour documentary 
film on ‘David Purley and the lec 
Racing ‘Team. Entitled “Go with 
Noakes”, the programme will be 
screened at 4.35pm. 


@ The BARC have informed us that 
@ timing error was made in crediting 
Maurizio Flammini with the new out- 
right lap record at Thruxton. 

ently a re-check has now given 
the fastest race lap in the recent 
Easter Monday Formula 2 event to 
Jean-pieere Jabouille, whose EIf- 
Renault 2J recorded 1m 10.888 
119.66mph). 


hevron to stop 
building sports cars 


fact, we can build two F3 cars in the 
time it takes to build a sports car, 
and make twice as much money.” He 
then underlined the fact that these 
days a racing car manufacturer has 
to rely not only on sales but on the 
large turnover afterwards from the 
sale of spares. 

The Bolton-based firm have .in- 
creased their capacity to build cars 
in their existing premises, and are 
currently working flat-out to 
produce and complete the existing 
orders for their B34 and B35 single- 
seater range. 


Ain't no drag 
for Paula 


Paula Murphy, America’s queen of 
drag (the strip, that is), is plannin 
to try to break her World Close 
Course Speed Record this coming 
Saturday. Driving Richard Petty’s 
STP-sponsored NASCAR Dodge, 
and equipped with one of the potent 
7-litre Chrysler hemi engines in the 
form used for NASCAR racing back 
in 1974, Paula’s record attempt will 
take 
Speedway, commonly known as 
Talladega — the fastest race track in 
the world — at noon on May 1. 

Paula, who holds the women’s 
quarter-mile dragstrip record at 
258.62mph, also holds the current 
closed course record (for women) at 
171.499mph which she set up at 
Talladega on August 20, 1971. 


Ve haf veys 


The Germans are well-known for . 


their precise qualities, but did you 
know that the official’ Porsche 
working hours are from 7.12am to 
4.00pm? c , 

Why such an odd hour as 7.12am, 
we asked? “Well, one day somebody 
went around at 9.15pm when the tea 
break was Bubpore to end and 
noticed that nobody started work 
until 9.18am. So they kept their 


three minutes extra, but had to start - 


work at 7.12am instead of 7.15.” 


lace at the Alabama Motor. 


oe Owe w wes 


Long Beach loss 


Action by the City Council has saved 
the US Grand Prix West at Long 
Beach, for 1977 at least. It may also 
have guaranteed the future of the 
circuit, although the F5000 and F1 
events held there during the past six 
months incurred a $600,000 loss 
between them ($237,000 being down 
to the recent Grand Prix). The losses 
came when estimated attendances of 
70,000 for race day and 147,000 for 
the entire weekend (including Friday 
practice) were revised downwards to 
audited totals of 44,461 on race day 
and 77,000 for the three days... . 
The Council-approved plan gives 
the LBGPA some financial breath- 
ing space by deferring payment of 
$120,000 due to the city for use of 
the streets, security and other 
arrangements. Instead of being due 
immediately, $80,000 has been de- 


Player’s 
bow out — 


Player’s in Canada are to bow out of 
motor racing sponsorship in grand 
style on August 22 when the final 
round the Canadian Formula 
Atlantic series is held. Apart from 
the Atlantic race, Player’s will also 
sponsor the sports car race, a .quali- 
fring Keune for the G5 World Sports 

ar Championship. For this, the last 


even they will sponsor, they have 


resurrected the title Player’s 200. 
This name was used between 1961 
and 1968.when the race did much to 
create the interest which eventually 
led to the establishment of the 
CanAm Series. 

With the Elkhart Lake event now 
definitely cancelled, and the Watkins 
Glen race promoters ‘‘wondering’”’, it 
looks as if Mosport will be America’s 
only sports car race this year. 
Because of this, the organizers are 
trying to encourage the American 
Group 7 CanAm type cars to 
compete, although they will have to 
run to the G6 tyre and wheel restric- 
tions (16ins rear rims) and possibly 
have an additional handicap like a 
compulsory pitstop. 

The Americans are hoping that 
Don Nichols will bring out his two 
Shadow DN4s, Roger Penske his 
Porsche 917/30 and Vasek Polak his 
similar car. 


ferred until 1977 and $20,000 for the 
two years following. Additionally, 
the city will no longer get $120,000 
per event, but rather collect 30% of 
the nett operating proceeds from all 
future races. 

The Long Beach Convention & 
News Bureau will loan the LBGPA 
$135,000 to cover administrative ex- 
penses for next year’s race, and, in 
return, will have approval power 
over certain aspects of the planning. 

Finally, race organizer Chris Pook 
and the LBGPA are required to raise 
an additional $400,000 in new capital 
to pay off other existing debts. This 
money is to come from private enter- 
prise in similar fashion to the wa 
the LBGPA raised its initial capital t 
Pook told the American newspaper 
Autoweek that he sees no difficulty 
in raising this money. 


Jones’ gym 


Surtees Grand Prix. driver Alan 
Jones has received personal sponsor 
ship from: Dyna Gym,. a home 


' exercise system imported from the’ 
USA. .., : 


@ Modus Cars have been carrym 


out tests recently with a modif: 
Dolomite engine to compare back-to- 
back F3 evaluations with the 
Toyota. They have yet to come to 
any firm conclusions. 


Caichpolc Dia i Oe 


by Barry Foley 


——— 


Pole man Jochen Mass eases the Martini Porsche away from the turbo Alpines on the first lap. Thereafter, the 936 was never headed. 


ne 


MONZA 


Porsche overcome Alpi 


in straight fight 


Story and photos by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


Porsche might have had the helpful self-distruction of the Alpine-Renault team behind them 
at the ‘Ring, but in the second round of the World Championship for sports cars at Monza, 
there was nothing tipping the scales. Even so, they remained firmly in Porsche’s favour, 
Jochen Mass/Jacky Ickx scoring a convincing, well executed victory in the works Porsche 
936, beating the Alpine Renault A442 of Henri Pescarolo/Jean-Pierre Jarier by almost two 


laps after 153 laps of racing. 


Mass put the Porsche on pole by a narrow margin from Jean-Pierre Jabouille’s Alpine- 
Renault after a mixed wet and dry practice. Fortunately, the weather stayed fine for the race 
and it was the real moment of truth between the battle of the giants as the flag dropped. 

The two cars were side-by-side into the first corner, Mass getting the line and taking the 
lead which the Porsche never lost for the next four hours. Jabouille struggled to keep touch 
for a handful of laps and then almost before the race had even begun was out for good 
with an engine that pumped away its life leaving oil all over the track. Pescarolo never even 
looked like challenging the Porsche and fell slowly back with a “tyre problem”, although 


Jarier managed to set fastest lap of the race. 


The Porsche went on to an untroubled text-book victory to add another 20 points to their 
total, which, after the Monza showing, Alpine look unable to beat by the end of the season, 
especially with the host of private Porsches waiting to add to the total should the works car 
fail and the Alpines win most of the forthcoming races. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Although there was little improvement on the dia- 
bolical weather of the Nurburgring race, the entry 
was considerably brighter for round two of the 
World Championship for sports cars and the 
traditional ‘Trofeo Filippo Caracciola.’’ 

The biggest disappointment of all, especially for 
the Italian race fans, was the non-appearance of 
the Alfa Romeo team at their home track, but the 
pressure of engine work keeping the F1 Brabham 
team supplied meant that the team simply did not 
have the time tocontest this race, or probably any 
others this year. 

What made the entry so much better than the 
*Ring was a vast number of mainly Italian 2-litre 
cars, most of them well prepared, well equipped 
and the latest models. In all, over 40 cars took to 
the track during the three hours of official prac- 
tice run on Saturday, of which the quickest 38 
were put on the grid. 

Both the 90 minute practice sessions were run 
on a wet, graduating to dry track, which left very 
little actual worthwhile time in which to set the 
fastest times. Attention centred around the 
works battle between the two Renault Alpines 
and the lone Porsche 936 — a battle which turned 
out to be incredibly close and looks like being the 
saviour of this year’s championship. 

It was the Martini-Porsche 936 turbo of Jochen 
Mass/Jacky Ickx which ended up on the pole spot 
— just 400ths of a second faster than the quickest 

ine. During the final few minutes, when the 
track was at its best, Mass and Jabouille each 
attacked the other’s times as best they could 


while playing hare and hounds with the slower 
cars which madea clear lap an impossibility. 


A modest Mass after learning that he had got 
pole position admitted that, “It’s just sheer luck 
to be on pole position, for even on my best lap I 
had to lift a couple of times for slower cars. It 
depends if you come across them at the right 


place how fast your eventual lap time is. One guy 


was So bad that I slowed right up and drove 
alongside him almost the whole length of the 
straight — slowing when he slowed and acceler- 
ating when he accelerated. Eventually after 
trying to pretend I was not there he looked across 
at me ul I shouted terrible things into my Bell 
Star at him,” explained Mass, vigorously pointing 
two fingers at his eyes to indicate how he had ex- 
pales in sign language that the guy better start 


ooking in his mirrors. He also had a big black dog: 


to cope with around the Curva Grande on one lap! 

Jacky Ickx — now sports car racing's most 
experienced driver — even found some of his 
similar experiences this weekend worth recount- 
ing as well. 

It was that bad. A make-shift raising of the rear 
wing to match the Alpines, a switch hack to the 
now clarified 16-inch overall wheel width and a 
much smarter white pent job to match the G5 
colour scheme were the only major changes to 
their car. 

Jabouille was sharing his repaired ’Ring chassis 
with Jacques Laffite who, despite his Ligier 
testing accident, which had left him with a 
bruised side, was still able to drive — although he 
only did about 10 laps during practice. Francois 
Migasl was on hand should he be needed as a 
replacement. 

After the suspension of Depailler, Henri 
Pescarolo/Jean-Pierre Jarier were 


i the 
second Alpine Renault, the original A442 m Shes 


‘time of 1m 28.94s in t 


standing in for the bent ’Ring car which is stil 
being ‘repaired’. Other than a switch to narrower 
15 ins rims and replacement 16 ins overall tyres, 
the Alpines were as before. The second car was 
the only one to suffer any serious problems in 
practice when in the vital final half-hour, “the 
turbo pressure dropped from 0.85 atmospheres to 
0.65 which lost us about 600rpm and any chance 
of a quick time,’ explained Pescarolo who was 
driving at the time. Jarier had done most of the 
wet running and had been really enthusiastic 
about the qualities of the Michelin wets. 

Although Alfa Romeo did not show up for this 
race, Italian fans got their chance to see their herc 
Arturo Merzario in fine fighting spirit at the 
wheel of “Pal Joe’s” Romeo Ferraris V8-powered 
Osella PA3. Some fiery driving by Merzario aided 
by the powerful and under-exploited Romeo 
Ferraris engine saw this 2-litre car on the second 
row of the grid only 5s outside the pole winning 
time which was a great effort, no doubt helped by 
Merzario’s characteristic fist waving at all slower 
cars which get in his way. 

Reinhold Joest and Ernst Kraus were sharing 
the "Ring winning Porsche 908/3 Turbo, un- 
changed since its last race but for new Girling 
front brakes, Jost driving his usual minimum 
number of qualifying laps to take fifth on the grid 
with a 1m 38.72s, the only other one of five cars to 
break 1m 40s. N ghody. got near Mass’s 1975 pole 

e Gulf-DFV GR7. 

Sharing the third row with Jost was John 
Blankney’s Chevron-DFV B31, a very much 
under-financed operation but one which may well 
come up with good results, Martin Raymond set a 
best of 1m 40.39s to take sixth best time, a very 
good effort considering he had never raced at 
Monza before let alone in the wet. 

The only 5-litre stock-block entry, as at the 
’Ring, was the German Peter Hoffmann/Norbert 
Dombrowski McLaren M8F-Chevrolet which the 
former lapped in 1m 42.138 to hand the fourth row 
of the grid. Beside them was the Lola-DFV T390 
of Marco Capoferri which he was sharing at this 
race with the experienced Mario Casoni, ‘“‘who has 
done a wonderful job of setting up the car,”’ said 


‘Capoferri. 


Like all other '75 Lola drivers a not so happy 
Casoni found, ‘The back is not thinking like the 
front of the car.” A great air dam mounted on the 
nose and various rear wing adjustments 
eventually made it feel a little better, “but my 
heart still comes in my mouth around the fast 
Curva Grande which the two-litre cars can take 
faster than me,” said Casoni. 

The fifth row was headed by the familiar second 
Jost-Porsche 908/3, still in its original non-turbo 
standard form like last year, Jurgen Barth again 
doing the driving, this time with German GT 
driver Horst Godel sharing the wheel. Beside 
them was the new Chevron-BMW B36 of Italians 
Giuseppe Piazzi/Sandro Cinotti, the latest 
Chevron 2-litre car based on a long succession of 
cars originating from the B19 chassis. A re-styled 
rear body section plus some minor changes to the 
rear engine sub-frame are the only major 
differences from last year’s B31 chassis. 

The sixth row had another new 2-litre car 
making its international racing début, the Swiss 
built Sauber-BMW C5 entered by the Francy 
racing team. Herbert Muller was hema in by 
the car’s owner Swiss-Italian Rodolfo Cescato, 
Muller setting a best of Im 43.63 secs while 


has ope es a eae Se ee eee Cl 
BMW ered Osell2 PA3, while well down on the 
seventh row of the grid was a new 3-litre entry for 
this race from Germany. It was the turbo-charged 
Porsche 908/3 seen briefly at the beginning of last 
year and then not seen again. It was in the hands 
of its new owner Egon Everts who engaged the 
mow even plumper little Finn Leo Kinnunen to 
share the driving, his best time being a 
disappointing 1m 45.94s, although the ,turbo 
blower unit was giving trouble. 

The next few places were filled by Italian 2-litre 
ears, the British entry being Robin Smith’s 
Chevron-FVC B26, which he was sharing with 
Richard Jones, on the eleventh row. A disappoint- 

12th row starter was the Ultramar March- 
DFV 76S driven by Guy Edwards and John Lepp. 
The car was suffering from severe brake 


lems, “‘they just don’t stop the car,” quipped - 


p who was not so amused when he got to the 
end of the straight on one lap and found that he 
simply could not stop in time (even though he had 
braked early, to avoid hitting another car), 
fortunately without any serious consequences. 
“The pedal is firm, but for some reason the brakes 
ere a lot worse than the 2-litre car, I cannot 
enderstand it.” 

Edwards’ chances of a last moment flier were 
also spoilt by a fuel problem, the car not picking 
up the final four gallons. 

Other British entries also fared badly against 
the Italian opposition in the 2-litre class. Bob 
Marsland’s Chevron-Hart B31 which he was 
sharing with Alois Mueller was back on the 17th 
row, while the two Dorset Racing Association 
Lola-F VC T294S’s crewed by Brian Joscelyne/Ian 
Bracey and Ian Harrower/Simon Phillips were 
sharing the 18th row, just one row from the back. 


RACE 


eS a SS EES 
Although there was still a threat of rain on race 


og the sky was looking considerably 
ighter by the time the cars were pushed up for 
the 1pm start. The Kinnunen/Evertz Porsche 
908/3 Turbo was a non-starter because the engine 
was not pulling properly, while the Romeo 
Ferraris powered Lola was another non starter 
after engine trouble on Saturday. 

The cars were paraded around for their 
customary pace lap and when the flag fell for the 
start it was Jabouille and Mass side by side down 
to the Curva Grande. Mass’s position on the 
inside finally got the better of the Alpine as 
Jabouille was forced to back off and tuck in 
ay Mass taking the lead which he was never 
to lose. 

For the first few laps though, it looked as 
gh he might have a hard fight on his hands, 
for although Jabouille could not get by he was 
staying close at hand. Pescarolo was holding third 
place, but disappointingly he was dropping back 
noticeably every lap, although he was still 
travelling quick enough to pull comfortably ahead 
of Jost in fourth place. Fifth was Zanuso, from 
Casoni, a flying Merzario and the McLaren of 
Hoffman breathing down his neck in eighth place. 

The chances of a close battle were soon over 
however, for within a couple of laps the leading 
Alpine was trailing a thin wisp of smoke and it 
became obvious that the car was no longer a 
challenge, but was still struggling to keep up. 
Within a couple more laps the smoke was getting 
thicker and thicker, then on lap 10 the car was in 
the pits. Nothing could be found and Jabouille 
rejoined almost at the back of the field, but after 
six more laps it was all over, the oil pressure 
dropping as the engine, for no apparent reason, 
yl out the last atone : , 

ter 20 laps, Pescarolo was the only driver still 
on the same lap as Mass, a distant and ever 
imcreasing 35 seconds behind. Jost had been 
lapped, as had Casoni and Zanuso, Casoni having 
eventually got by the Chevron after a great 
struggle. Unfortunately this battle was not to last 
very long, for a few laps later Casoni was out for 
good when he lost all drive after the cwp broke, 
while Zanuso stopped with a broken gear linkage. 
Although it was repaired, it was the start of a 
long succession of troubles for this car. The 
linkage broke again, it overheated, then the gears 
themselves disappeared leaving only fifth in the 
closing stages, but the final killer to a brave effort 
was a broken water header tank. 

Mazario was the next to go. He stopped at the 
pits with the Osella smoking badly. A loose 
ealpipe was diagnosed, but after a few more laps it 
was smoking even worse. He made several more 

it calls, but each time he was back a couple of 

later followed by an even greater smoke 
screen. other driver would have been stopped 
ad ago, but because it was Merzario it finally 
it to the point where even the cockpit and the 
es were covers in 08 beforn See a * * 
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Henri Pescarolo leads a couple of Osella 2-litres on his way toa distant second place. 


While it had been running well, the car had 
really flown. In fact, it was so fast that Jochen 
Mass was even tempted to suggest that maybe it 
was a little more than 2 litres. With a new central 
oil feed system compared with last year’s version, 
the engine certainly seems more reliable than 
before and with a claimed 330bhp it could bea real 
winner if developed. 

With Merzario out, Herbert Muller took over 
the 2-litre class lead in the new Sauber which 
was also placed fifth overall at this stage —-but 
two laps behind the leading two cars after just 30 
laps of racing! 

offmarin had dropped well down the field after 
a hair raising spin exiting the Curva Grande, 
Edwards pushing him for fifth place at the time. 
‘“‘All I could see was the whites of his eyes as he 
spun like a top right down the middle of the road 
and missed everything,” said Guy, who was also 
having a moment trying to pull up and avoid what 


he thought was going to be a huge accident. The 


McLaren never featured again, for when the 
ass-covered Hoffmann came in to hand over to 
is co-driver the car only just got out the pits with 
gearbox problems. It eventually broke down on 
the circuit. 

Muller’s fifth place did not last long either, for 
after 36 laps he made a long stop at the pits to try 
and free a stiff ta linkage. The mechanics 
improved things slightly, but then after a few 
more laps the lever broke. By the time all that was 
eventually sorted out and repaired the car then 


Herbert Muller gave the new Swiss-made Sauber-BMW a promising debut. 


had fuel metering unit problems, Muller limping 
around at a snails pace to take the chequered flag, 
unclassified. 

When it had been going well, he was hotly con- 
testing the 2-litre class with the Giancarlo 
Naddeo/Claudio Francisci Alpine Renault, which 
took the class lead but, like Muller, not for long. 
They stopped in a great cloud of smoke after the 
drain plug had dropped out the gearbox. They 
soon fixed that, but then Naddeo limped into the 
pits for good with a bent front wheel and a flat 
rear tyre, having had an argument with some- 
thing around the track. 

There was no other damage, yet there seemed to 
be an unusual non-Italian like air of calm around 
the pit as Naddeo stepped out, took off his helmet 
and downed an acqua minerale. After much arm 
waving and shoulder shrugging, the mystified on- 
lookers discovered that the car could not rejoin 
the race, because it had no more spare wheels! 

The pits were certainly providing better enter- 
tainment than the race track, especially when it 
came to pit stops. Excited Italians jumped up and 
down when other cars got in the way of their pit 
as they expected the car in for refuelling. What 
seemed like a multitude of Osellas were pulling 
more revs down the pit lane than they were on the 
main straight, while every so often the crowd 
hanging over the top of the pit roofs would run 
and duck as a mechanic knocked the cap off an 
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Overhesting radiator and sent up a shower of 
steam and spray. 

Only the first three cars looked half way 
serious. 

Pescarolo handed over to Jarier at the first fuel 
stop, explaining after Jarier had gone out that he 
had lost all the time, ‘‘because the back of the car 
is very bad, oversteering and weaving under 
braking. I think the rear tyres are going off,’’ said 
Pesca. : 

Jarier seemed to be lapping without any 
problem however, pulling Baek a bit on Ickx, but 
the extra stop for the Alpine team saw him fall a 
lap behind 
Shortly before the end of Jarier’s stint he set 
fastest lap of the race in a bid to close the gap. 
When he came in he was complaining that he 
could have gone faster, but the rev-limiter was 
cutting in 500 revs too soon into the Curva 
Grande, while when questioned about the tyres he 
said the car was understeering. “Perhaps he was 
not using the tyres hard enough in the beginning 
to get them up to working temperature’, 
suggested Jarier. 

The Porche’s final pit stop was as quick as the 
first, the mechanics changing the rear left tyre 
after Ickx said, “It was beginning to oversteer a 
bit too much, otherwise everything was perfect.” 

The Porsche effort from start to finish was a, 
text-book example of how to go long distance 
sports car racing, the car finally taking the flag 
almost two laps ahead of the Alpine, which even 
without its minor problems whould have been 
hard pushed to stay with the Porsche. 

One almost begins to expect the Jost Porsche to 


- finish next up behind any works cars running, 


their operation now so slick that the car passes 
almost unnoticed for lap after lap. But then 
suddenly, there was nobody in their pit. A lap 
spent watching the cars rush by the pits did not 


reveal anything either. Wait a minute. Who is this 
walking down the edge of the track back to the 


pits from the Curva Grande? 

It’s Jost. “What happened, Reinhold?” 

He stops, puts his arm through his helmet strap 
and then uses both hands and faultering 
English/German to explain that the front left 
brake disc had sheared. “No steering — no brakes,’”’. 
he says then rushes along to his pit and takes over 
‘the team’s 908/3 which has been called in for him 
to finish the last 45 minutes. Barth hands over 
and the car slips back to fourth place, well back, 
struggling among the leading 2-litre cars, for in 
the opening laps Barth lost a lot of time when the 
throttle cable unscrewed itself and he 
progressively got less and less throttle. 

Jost stalls in his excitement to get out of the 
pits. He grits his teeth, punches the button and 
fires up the engine again, this time giving ample 
ee and uncharacteristically fishtails out of the 
pit lane. 

Here comes Kraus, Jost’s co-driver. He’ll fill in 
the details about what happened. He speaks good 
English. 

“Yes, yes, the brake disc broke, jammed up and 
wrenched the wheel off. The car turned left into 
the barrier going into the Curva Grande — the 
whole left side has gone. It was doing about 
‘160mph at that place.” A brave man, Jost. P 

The Edwards/Lepp March, which had held 
fourth place halfway into the third hour and 
seemed to be running strongly but for the lack of 
fourth gear, also went missing. Lepp coasted into 
the pits with a burst oil cooler. he mechanics 
started to change it, but then work was suddenly 
stopped and the car pushed away. ‘‘The oil light 
came on just before I switched off. If we replace 
the cooler and get going again we will be too far 
back to place well, and it’s just not worth risking 
the engine in case it was damaged,” explained 


PRs sige 

is left the brave Jost, lapping quicker than 
his team-mates straight away, third at the finish, 
just over a minute clear of “Amphicar”/Florida, 
who were the eventual winners of a close-fought 2- 
litre battle among the Italian Osella men, who 
took the next three places. 

Although the race itself could hardly be called 
exciting, the big variety of drivers and cars 
competing at Monza made the race infinitely more 
interesting than its G5 counterpart. Even if it is 
the same marque doing all the winning! 

Trofeo F. Caracciola 
Monza, April 25, 1976 
World Sports Car Championship, round 2 

1, Jochen Mass/Jacky Ickx (Porsche 936), 4h 00m 54.4s, 
882.81kms, 219,371kph, 153 laps; 
2, Henri Pescarolo/Jean-Pierre Jarier (Alpine-Renault A442), 152: 
3, Jurgen Barth/Reinhold Jost/Horst Godel (Porsche 908/3), 132; 
4, “Amphicar'’/Armando Florida (Osella-BMW PA4), 132; 
5, Danilo Tesini/‘‘Mici’’ (Osella-BMW Hae 130; 
6, Ermano Pettiti/Roberto Filannino (Osella-BMW PA4), 129: 
7, Kurt Hild/Hans Ploederl (KMW-Porsche SP30), 128: 8, erie. 
Morand/Francois Trisconi (Lola-BDG 1292), 127: 9, Simon 

Harrower ue 1294), 124; 10, Stanislao Sterzel/ 
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er the team decided to change tyres. | 
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Tunmer slips inside Martin to take over second place 


ROY HESKETH 


Effortless win for Scheckter 


Will somebody please give Ian Scheckter a 
permanent Formula One drive? Please? 

Anything will do, just as long as he’s kept away 
from South Africa long enough for the crowds to 
realise that the Atlantics can be close, exciting 
and really good to watch. He’s just spoiling the 
whole thing rushing off into the future as if his 
BDA was spelt DFV, or his March Ferrari.- 

He did it again at Roy Hesketh on April 17, 
qualifying on pole, opening up a flying lead at a 
second a lap, and wining so easily that the 
uninitiated might see no future for the formula. 
However looking a little deeper, there is great 
promise as the larger than ever before field 
produced some really good midfield dices that 
almost made us forget Sheckter was in the same 
race. 

The Roy Hesketh circuit, near 
Pietermaritzburg, was deemed unsafe for F1s but 
all right for Atlantics, which were making the 
first of two visits this year. Although race days 
are still restricted because of petrol restrictions, 
the government granted two days of unofficial 
practicé before Saturday’s timed session. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Championship leader Ian Scheckter arrived at 
the circuit with a brand new Swindon powered 
March in Lexington colours and a head cold. In a 
few laps he did a 1m 5.3s before going back to bed; 
returning on Thursday he did a 5.2s, the new car 
going very nicely. However his pole winning time 
on Saturday was an even better 1m 4.7s. Local 
man Tony Martin had reverted to Swindon power 
in his BIC/South Coast Motors Chevron B34 and 
was, in fact, quicker than Scheckter on the first 
day and didn’t bother on the second. When it 
really mattered he wound up second quickest .5s 
slower than Scheckter. 

Dave Charlton doesn’t look as though he'll 
make it seven successive championship wins, as 
luck hasn’t been on his side in the Lucky Strike 
Modus. Although in unofficial practice he 
couldn’t better sixes he quite happy, ‘the car’s 
just beautiful, the best”. Running a Joseph 
Witter rebuilt Nicholson BDA he was officially 
third quickest on 1m 5.38, just .2s slower than 
Martin. 

Making his Atlantic debut was Guy Tunmer in 
the ex-Brack Chevron-Hart B34. It carried huge 
‘Space-to-Let’ slogans on it and will be re-sold if 
no sponsorship is forthcoming for the next race. 
He drove impressively and after curing float level 

roblems returned an official 1m 5.5s. Basil van 
ooyen maintained his steady progress in his 
Wranglers B34, which featured split water 


| radiators at the front, and returned a 6.2s. Nols 


Nieman continued to gain confidence in Alex 
lignaut’s Benson & Hi Wheatcroft to 
d 264s with John Gibb being the last runner 


in the sixes in the Mum for Men Chevron 
Swindon B29 on 6.9s. -_ 

Roy Klomfass, fresh from his Port Elizabetl 
win and very happy with his now sorted Gunstor 
Ralt-Swindon, would undoubtedly have beer 
right among these drivers but the engine let go ir 
the biggest possible way. Fearing _ his 
competitiveness, loans were either refused 01 
priced so high, so sadly the car became a non: 
starter. 

The other runners were: Len Booysen (Chevror 
B29), 1m 7.5s); John Amm (Brabham-Hart BT38), 
1m 8.7s; Mike Domingo (Modus-Nicholson M3), 
1m 9.9s; Joe Domingo (Chevron-Nicholson B24), 
lm 9.9s; Fogg (Chevron B24), 1m 9.9s; Fred 
Goddard (Palliser-Broadspeed), no time. 


RACE 


From pole position Ian Scheckter just went away 
on his own. At the end 6f the sixth of the 42 laps 
he had a 6s lead which he slowly increased by 
the end, the Lexington car just, never missing a 
beat. His win puts him in a virtually unassailable 
20 point championship lead. 

Martin ptabbed second place initially from 
Tunmer and a tardy starting Charlton. Von 
Rooyen and Nieman were together behind with 
Gibb tagging on. Tunmer slipped past Martin on 
the second lap and began to pull away as the 
BiCron showed signs of heavy understeer as 
Charlton pushed it hard. The former champion 
got by on lap eight and then set about catching 
Tunmer. By lap 14 he was right on his tail and 
despite Tunmer’s efforts he was unable to pull off 
a brilliant outbraking manouevre at the end of the 
main straight. Charlton then did all he could to 
reduce the flying Scheckter’s advantage but it 
was to no avail. Tunmer impressed greatly as he 
hung on all the way and hopefully this 
performance will earn him the sponsor he needs. 

Martin’s oversteer problem never improved and 
was a disappointed fourth all on his own. 
Throughout the race fifth place was in dispute 
Nieman a bea all he knew to get past the 
experienced van Rooyen in spectacular manner. It 
was to no avail however and he finished .5s behind 
in the end. Gibb and Booysen were next up after 
unspectacular races, both a lap behind. 


ALAN WILSON 


Phillips Carsound South African 
Formula Atlantic Championship Round 4 
Roy Hesketh — 42 laps 
1, lan Scheckter (March-Swindon 76B), 46m 11.2s. 
2, Dave Chariton (Modus-Nicholson M3), 46m 22.9s. 
3, Guy Tunmer (Chevron-Hart Bs 46m 29.0s. 
4, Tony Martin (Chevron-Swindon B34), 46m 49.6s. 
5, Basil van Rooyen (Chevron-Nicholson B34), 47m 16.1s. 
6, Nols Nieman (Wheatcroft-Nicholson R18), 47m 16.6s. 
7, John Gibb (Chevron-Swinden B29), 41 laps: 8. Len 
(Chevron-Swindon B29) 41: 2. John Amm (Grabham-Hat 
39: 10, Mike (Chevron 524) 39 tps: 11. Mike Oomimes 
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Joginder Singh, who personally carries out final preparations to the factory Colts, can feel justifiably proud of Mitsubishi's success. 


WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 4 


Lancers charge past 
fallen Lancias” 


BY HENRY LIDDON 


Photos by COLIN TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS 


Joginder Singh, scoring his third Safari win, led an impressive 1-2-3 for the Mitsubishi Lancer 
Colt team, after the early retirement of the Peugeot V6 Coupés and the disastrous showing 
of the Alitalia Lancia Stratos team, who had started as favourites. Shekhar Mehta, driving 
brilliantly, was involved in a road accident while leading the event at the halfway stage. The 
Peugeot 504 saloons, led by Tanzania’s Bert Shankland, saved the day for the French 
company with a creditable fourth, fifth and ninth. There were 17 finishers from an original 
entry of 68 cars, over 30 cars being eliminated on the first night by flash floods! 


The Safari Rally, originally conceived as part of 
the East African celebrations (marking the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II), has by 
tradition been run over the Easter weekend, and 
this year’s event — the 24th — was no exception. 
However, owing to the political instability of 
Uganda, and to a lesser extent Tanzania, the 
event is now run entirely in Kenya over public 
roads at high average speeds with no special 
sections or selectives and with timing to the whole 
minute. However, with the roughness and length 
of the sections involved this is always sufficient 


to find a winner — except for the memorable dead- _ 
heat of 1973 when Mehta and Kallstrom (both in: 


Datsuns) tied for first place with a loss of 406 
minutes. * 

An increase of tarmacadam roads coupled with 
a larger motoring population means the 
organizers are finding it increasingly difficult to 
run this ‘‘old-fashioned’’ type of rally from town 
centre to town centre, and the fatality in Kisumu 
during the event, although most unfortunate, was 
not totally wnexpected in view of the speeds 
imposed. Amother facet of the rally is the 
probability of the arrival of the annual rainy 


season, which means that competitors are faced 
either with chocking dust or the uncertainty of 
swollen rivers and impassable muddy sections. 
Owing to the ever-escalating cost of rallying, 
the entry of 68 cars was lower than normal, 
although the quality of works entries was as high 
as ever: It was the local private owner, and 


particularly the all-African crews, who had found’ 


the cost prohibitive. 


ENTRY. 


Cesare Fiorio entered a very strong team of three 
Alitalia sponsored Stratoses which, after their 
second and third placings last year, naturally 
started as favourities. The Lancias were headed 
by Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans Thorszelius who had 
drawn the pole starting position. At number 6 
was, Sandro Munari, unexpectedly with Silvio 


_ Maiga as Sandro’s normal Safari co-driver, Lofty 


Drews, had originally been offered the hot seat 
but an inexplicable breakdown in communications 
between Turin and South Africa meant that Lofty 
was sidelined into a mobile service car! The third 
works car was driven by Kenya's Vic Preston Jnr 


with John Lyall and started at number 17. The 
cars had profited from a further year of 
development plus a testing session in Kenyz 
during February by Waldegaard. In their owr 
words, they were using the 250bhp Group 1 
motor! All three cars were equipped with a second 
roof-mounted spare wheel and most efficient 
“roo” bars to protect the front and rear of the 
cars, which doubled as excellent lifting handles. A 
fourth Stratos, privately owned, was entered by 
Frank Tundo/Anton Levitam. 

D. T. Dobie, the Datsun importers, had entered 
a most impressive five-car team of 710 Coupés, 
better known in England as the 160 or Violet. 
Three of these cars were fitted with the 1800cc 
eight-valve engine, developing about 175bhp, and 
were driven by past winner Shekhar Mehta/Mike 
Doughty, Zully Rhemtulla/Nizar Jivani, and 
Hans Schuller/Ernie Kleint. The remaining two 
cars were fitted with 2-litre 16-valve engines and 
driven by Harry Kallstrom/Leif Lindquist and 


_ Kenya’s Howard Lawrence-Brown/Derek Pavely. 


Datsuns were numerically the strongest make, 
with private entries from such notables as past 
winner Peter Huth, while a welcome entry from 
Japan was Yoshio Iwashita/Roger Barnard. Also 
in a Datsun 710 were Robert Collinge/Bernard 
Ender. 

Simba Motors were the entrants for the 1596cc, 
158bhp Mitsubishi Colt Lancers. The factory 
prepared cars were entrusted to Joginder 
Singh/David Doig at number 8, to Scotland’s 
Andrew Cowan/Johnstone Syer at 11 and to local 
farmer Robin Ulyate/Chris Bates. The Colt 
Motor Sports Club had entered Kenjiru 
Shinozuk/Bob Graham, while the ever-popular Mr 
and Mrs Prem Choda were also Lancer mounted 
and deserted their children for the Easter 
weekend. 

Opel, making their first bid for Safari honours, 
entered three cars for Walter Rohrl partnered by 
the experienced Claes Billstam, Rauno Aaltonen 
with Willi Peter Pitts and the unlikely two-driver 
combination of Edgar Hermann/Jack Simonian. 
All three cars were Kadett GTEs built to a rugged 
Safari specification and equipped with a metal 
windscreen guard, to protect the drivers in the 
event of stone-throwing. The cars were in effect 
Kadett-bodied Asconas with the 1990cc engine 
tuned to give only 180bhp. Vang practice and 
recce in an ex-Monte Carlo car, rebuilt to Safari 
specification, the team had suffered - 
considerable number of problems. mekndimg a 


terrifying explosion and subsequent fire in the 
desolate Kerio ier when Rohrl/Billstam were 
met to escape without injury. Completing the 
Opel challenge were Davinder Singh/Ken Taylor 
in an Ascona entered by Ryce Motors. 


Peugeots were present in strength hoping to 
t their 1975 victory, all five factory cars 
being entered by Marshalls (East Africa). The 
team consisted of Hannu Mikkola/Jean Todt and 
Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon in the new and 
unrallied 2664cc V6 engined 504 Coupés, and 
three 504 Injection saloons, two of them crewed 
by Jean-Pierre Nicolas/Jean Lefebvre and Simo 
Lampinen/Ame Hertz. Lampinen was a last- 
minute replacement for Ove Andersson, whose 
Toyota work-load precluded his. participation; 
though numbered 7 owing to the late change of 
crew, they were to start as the last FIA seeded 
entry behing the Opel of Rohrl. At 16 from Dar-es- 
Salaam was the ever-popular Bert Shankland, 
this year with co-driver Brian Barton. Peugeot’s 
servicing arrangements had been fastidiously 
planned by Hugh Lionnet of Marshalls, with a 
sophisticated radio network which employed two 
aircraft; the whole system, in fact, was a direct 
development of that pioneered by Fords in the 
early 1970s under Bill Barnett. 


Two Alfa Romeos were entered, both locally 

ed, an Alfa Sud for diminutive ‘‘giant- 

r”’ Jim Noon/John Mitchell starting at 21, 

and at 26 John Hellier/Kanti Shah, having their 
first drive in the 1750 GTAm. | 


When Ford at Boreham recalculated their 
budget for the event, the decision was taken to 
withdraw, although the cars were in the final 
s of preparation. Robin Hillyer was lent one 
of the cars, with considerable backing from Mark 
Birley of Annabels and East African Airways; he 
decided to enter the event privately, enlisting the 
aid of Boreham’s Mick Jones, who was persuaded 
to takea holiday in Kenya at Easter! 


There were two works-prepared but privately 
entered Renault R17 saloons, one of which was 
driven by Abidjan/Nice Rally vainqueur Jacky 
Prive. 

Starting at 68 was a last-minute entry for 
Wolfgang Mauch, who had been leading the 
Abidjan Rally, this time partnered by none other 
than Atso Aho, Hanni Mikkola’s Fimnish co- 
~~ They were in a hurriedly-prepared Peugeot 
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Sandro Munari proved again his range of driving talents before suffering final mechanical defeat. 
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RALLY 


On the weekend prior to the start, heavy rain had 
fallen throughout Kenya, so our rainbird 
“Cuculus Solitarius’” was right in our preview! 
With many roads in the first sections reported im- 
passable, however, by Thursday afternoon a 
bright sun shone on the competitors as they were 
flagged away from the impressive Kenyatta Con- 


ference Centre, on the first 75kms section down 
the tarmac road towards Kajiado. Thousands of 
spectating cars and enthusiastic wellwishers 


made competitors’ progress difficult, but there 
was plenty of time allowed. 

The first difficult section on the rally ended 
back on the main road at Sultan Hamud after 
130kms, and it was in this section that a major 
sensation occurred after some 80kms when the 


A clean car in early stages for Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon — their Peugeot V6 Coupé was leading when 


the flash-floods struck. 
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SAFARI continued 


favourite Waldegaard stopped with a seized 
engine. Despite assistance from an aircraft which 
landed nearby and a four-wheel-drive service 
vehicle, the car remained immobile, and Lancia 
suffered their first setback. This section was 
“cleaned” by no fewer than nine of the leading 
cars. 

At the next TC, Kallii, Makinen was first car on 
the road and leading the event by 1 minute from 
team-mate Mikkola, who in turn was 2 minutes in 
front of Munari’s Stratos. However, Makinen’s 
lead was short-lived, having _ successfully 


negotiated numerous waterways which the 


previous day had been reported impassable. The 
Peugeot passed over the concrete causeway at the 
Athi River (which even then was some 18ins deep 
in water), but the next river crossing was a 
disaster. While driving slowly into the murky 
waters, which appeared passable, the front wheels 
of the car dropped into a gulley gouged into the 
concrete causeway, effectively drowning the 
engine. Unfortunately for the crew, local villagers, 
then realizing that the rally was coming, diverted 
the following competitors onto a recently con- 
structed diversion, while Makinen and Liddon 
winched their car out of the river. They were 
unable to continue. } 

Munari now became first car on the road, hotly 
pursued by Shekhar Mehta and Joginder. 
Mikkola had stuck in a deep sandy river crossing, 
costing him some 40 minutes. 

Darkness had now fallen and the later numbers 
were encountering some rain and mud near Kallii, 
where there was a hold-up on one particularly 
slippery hill, so much so that by the time cars in 
the early thirties were approaching TC5 Kitui, the 
rain had made at least two rivers totally 


impassable. This meant that over 30 cars were 


effectively eliminated from the rally through no 
fault of their own. The organizers cannot be 
blamed for the sudden “flash floods” but, as the 
eliminated crews so rightly and vehemently 
ointed out, some contingency plans should have 
n drawn up for such a likely occurrence. Most 

of these 30 or so cars were in perfect condition and 
rightly wished to continue ‘in the rally, but were 
unable to cross a particularly bad water crossing 
‘some G6kms after the Kitui time control until 
@aylight came, by which time the rally had 
testarted from Mombasa on the run back to 
Nairobi; if these delayed cars had been allowed to 
continue, they would have been travelling in the 
opposite direction to the rally in the Taita Hills. 
With this lack of foresight in planning the rally, 
the organizers had no Aicenatnie but to exclude 
the delayed cars, all of whom were private owners 
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Jean-Pierre Nicolas swings his surviving 504 Peugeot through an obvious 
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ly “flat” bend. 


— the backbone of any rally. Naturally there was 
some very heated discussion at the finish, very 
similar in tone to the infamous Monte Carlo 
Rally’s Burzet debacle! 

At this time, the unfortunate Hillyer was stuck 
in the same dry and sandy river crossing which 
had caught out Mikkola. The Ford’s solenoid and 
starter jammed, and this delayed Hillyer suffi- 
ciently to become involved in the mud and swollen 
river business around Kitui, causing his 
retirement. 

One heroic attempt was made to get through by 
car no 63, a Datsun 160B driven by Harry 
Thuku/Njoroge. They manhandled their car onto 
the uncompleted bridge over the river Athi; this 
involved lifting the car 8 ft onto the new concrete 
structure, then crossing the incomplete bridge 
and, with the aid of villagers, lowering the car on 
ropes some 22ft to the ground. But the 
manoeuvre came to nothing when they too were 
stopped south of Kitui. 

The factory teams were also having their prob- 
lems, notably Opel, with Aaltonen retiring with 
axle failure soon after Kibwezi, while Rohrl hit a 
drift at high speed and spent 30 minutes straight- 


Jim Noone and John Mitchell yump their Alfa Sud. 


ening the front suspension of the car. However 
within an hour a service crew put some 30 litres o! 
water into his petrol tank — which added to his 
problems! Before Mombasa, the third works Opel 
of Herrmann was also to retire with axle trouble. 

While all this had been going on, the leading 
cars had passed through the Taita Hills for the 
first time and then down the tarmac road to 
Mariakani. There followed a 140 kms section to 
the coast at Malindi, in which the first car on the 
road again had trouble, this time Munari’s 
Stratos stopping in deep mud. 

The luckless Jean-Pierre Nicolas, whose radio 
call sign was appropriately “Jumbo”, unfort- 
unately broke a ifferential here. The Peugeot 
service team were on their way to assist within 
minutes, but they too became victims of the mud, 
and this cost Nicolas 93 minutes. 

Competitors then had a welcome four-hour rest 
halt, whste the leading positions were: 

1, Mehta Seah 23m lost; 2, Singh 32; 3, Lawrence-Brown 
(Datsun) 48; 4, Rhemtulla (Datsun) 52; 5, Collinge (Datsun) 53; 6, 
Shankland (Peugeot) 54. 

Things looked good for Datsun! 

The organizers, somewhat alarmed by the elim- 
ination of so many cars, re-routed the competitors 
onto the main tarmac road, avoiding an impass- 
able river at Mazeras and the sections around 
Kitui, which had caused such havoc during the 
previous night. This meant that the run back to 
Nairobi was a comparatively simple affair, with 
competitors being held in pare ferme at Kibwezi 2. 
Despite the easing of the route, the remaining 
Peugeot coupe of Mikkola/Todt retired after the 
second crossing of the Taita Hills, while 
Joginder/Doig made a rare mistake, following 
parts of the 1975 route and having to retrace their 
steps, losing 5 minutes to Mehta. 

With so much tarmac before Machakos, the 
cars were thoroughly serviced and repaired before 
two short sections into Nairobi, where the last car 
to clock in was the Stratos of Munari, who had 
stopped for a routine service check. The car would 
not restart, and after considerable time the fault 
was diagnosed as a worn camshaft, the 
replacement for which caused yet a further delay. 
Munari eventually clocked in 3 hours and 10 
minutes late. | 

After a good night’s rest, the second leg of the 
event, an 800kms loop around Mount Kenya, 
started at 6am, the top ten cars being as follows: 

1, Mehta (Datsun) 30m fost; 2, Sing (Colt) 42; 3, Lawrence-Brown 
92; 4, Rhemtulla (Datsun) 58; 5, Collinge (Datsun) 59; 6, Shankland 
(Peugeot) and Ulyate (Colt) 63; 8, Cowan (Colt) 64: 9, Kalistrom 
(Datsun) 75; 10, Lampinen (Pugeot) 96. : 

Several sections toak competitors to the 
famous Outspan Hotel in Nyeri and tthe 
weather now dry and dusty, seven cz 

ized — not however, Vic 
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Europeans. 

spent over 1} hours rebuilding his gearbox by the 
side of the road with parts dropped from a Lancia’ 
aircraft. The dropping of cans of replacement gear 
oil cs method was not so successful! Also in 
trou 


le was Davinder suffering from the first of . 


many differential changes, while Hans Schuller 
had rolled his Datsun. Soon after the Nyeri 
control, Walter Rohrl was eliminated after an 
accident with a non-competing car in the crowded 
service area, miraculously without personal 
injury. On a section which passed through two 
towns, Nyeri and Nanyuki, and used sections of 
busy main raod, the organizers had inexplicably 
reduced the time sched! 

Passing north of Mount Kenya, the first car on 
the road was again in trouble. This time it was 
Andrew Cowan bogged down in a large water-hole 
and he was hit violently by Zully Rhemtulla in his 
Datsun. Zully normally drives in a flamboyant 
style and his progress through the event was like 
an accident waiting to happen. At the moment of 
impact, Andrew's co-driver Johnstone Syer was 
reaching into the car for the tow-rope when he was 
thrown against the steering wheel and then out of 
the car. Johnstone remembers regaining 
consciousness but being unable to breathe. It was 
later found that he was suffering from one broken 
and three fractured ribs so he was, needless to 
say, in great pain, but carried on to the Meru con- 
trol before tackling the notorious section to 
Embu, where medical help was available. 

Munari broke a suspension leg after Timau 
avoiding the same mud hole, and lost over 30m 
repairing it, while Kallstrom was having a 
continuing battle with his car which had been 
consuming vast quantities of oil since the start. 
At times, this was as much as one litre for every 
20kms. Soon after the Embu control, Datsun’s 
fortunes took another blow when “‘the first car on 
the road’’ bogey stuck again. Shekhar Mehta, 
with a 13-minute lead, was involved in a head-on 
collision with a Landrover and lost 63m while 
Hans Schuller rolled his Datsun again and, this 
time, retired. 

The second leg finished in Nairobi in the early 
evening after a disappointing day’s motoring, 
with so many sections being possible to complete 
on time as some of the overseas drivers had pre- 
dicted to the organizers. 


The re-start for the final and third leg was again . 


at six o'clock in the morning; the roads promising 
to be dry, dusty and fast, with no sign of the 
rain. Before the second time control at 
Narok, Munari’s engine finally expired, leaving a 
much delayed Vic Preston Jnr as the sole sur- 
ivi sees oo : s 
Passing through tea-growimg area 
competitors were then faced by two 


Bjorn Waldegaard acknowledges Walter Rohrl’s passage during a Safari of disasters for most 


difficult sections before Songhor, where Nicolas 
suffered his second differential failure when a 
drain plug fell out with a subsequent loss of oil. 
So, into Kisumu, where the unfortunate fatality of 
an African occurred when in collision with 
Joginder’s car. The organizers must bear some 
responsibility: they set an average speed of 
108kph for a section which ended in the centre of 
Kisumu, a thickly populated town area. Again 
“The first car on the road”! ‘ 

After a two-hour halt, the route went through 
Kakamega and Bungoma, skirting Mount Elgon 
on roads normally liable to be very muddy. It was 
here that the magnificent drive of Howard 
Lawrence Brown came to an end when the oil: 


.pump casing fractured. Howard was at the time 
only some 13 minutes behind the leading car of 


Joginder. Mehta’s engine also failed some 30 kms 


i — lel 
Engmeer from Mitsubishi E : 
Mr Hasegawa, was tragically killed when the 
service car he was travelling in hit an unexpected 
patch of wet and slip road. 

The Ford Escort 1 of the Bachu brothers 
lost nearly an hour with differential trouble here, 
and in fact they had to drive to Kericho to obtain 
the necessary spare s. There then followed 
what to many people is the classic Safari section 
of Makutano to Iten, over the Marich Pass, 
through the Kerio valley and up the Tambach 
escarpment — 230kms of rock-strewn tracks, with 
many hundreds of river crossings and drifts. 

Unfortunately, the organizers had not set a 
sufficiently tight schedule, although many crews 
in practice had ‘‘cleaned” the section, while 
making their pace-notes. It was disappointing to 
find four cars losing no time at Iten. After Eldoret 
there followed perhaps the best section on this 
year’s route which ended at Marigat and then on 
to the Nakuru bunching control, where the front 
runners managed a rest of some four hours. 

The re-start was again at six o’clock on a clear 
morning, with Joginder comfortably in the lead 
with a loss of 90m followed by Ulyate (113), 
Shankland (141) and Cowan (142)! With the 
twisting final sections through the Aberdare 
Mountains, Andrew Cowan was determined to 
take third place from Bert Shankland and so 
make it a Lancer 1-2-3. At the south Kinangop 
control Joginder arrived first, while on the next 
minute Cowan, Ulyate and Rhemtulla were all 
jostling for position. Meanwhile, Shankland was 

aving rear shock absorber trouble in his effort to 
stay ahead of Andrew. 

Some 5kms before the penultimate time control 
at Mathatani “‘the’’ accident happened, and 
Rhemtulla rolled spectactularly in front of our 
photographer, cropping many places and minutes 
in the process. With a 30kms run on the tarmac 
back to Nairobi, Joginder, who had masterminded 
the Lancer effort, was visibly shaken by his acci- 
dent but led a triumphant team to the finish, 
‘where the ‘‘Flying Sikh’”’ was mobbed by many 
thousands of cheering Africans! 

So ended what had been perhaps a 
disappointing Safari in many respects, and it is 
-hoped that the plans already afoot for next for 
next year’s event — the 25th — will recapture 
some of the spirit of adventure lacking this year. 


1976 Safari Rally 
1, Joginder Singh/David Doig (Colt Lancer) 117pts; 
2, Robin Ulyate/Chris Bates (Colt Lancer) 141pts; 
3, Andrew Cowan/Johnstone Syer (Colt Lancer) 162pts; 
4, Bert Shankland/Brian Barton (Peugeot 504 Inj) 172pts; 
5, Simo Lampinen/Arne Hertz rouree! 504 Inj) 203pts; 
6, Kenjiru Shinozuka/Bob Graham (Lancer 1600 GSR) 250pts; 

7, Harry Kallstrom/Leif Lindquist (Datsun 710) 289pts; 8, Zully 
Rhemtulla/Nizar Jivani (Datsun 710) 309pts, 8, Jean-Pierre 
Nicolas/Jean-Claude Lefebvre (Peugeot 504 Inj) 311pts; 10, John 
Hellier/Kanti Shah (Alfa Romeo 1750 GTAm) 434pts; 11, Prem 
Choda/Mrs Paura Choda (Colt Lancer) 437pts; 12, Vic Preston 
Jnr/John Lyall (Lancia Stratos) 629pts; 13, Satwant .Singh/Dave 
Howarth (Datsun 1300) 661pts; 14, Yoshio lwashite/Roger Barnard 
(Datsun 710) Negi 15, Davinder Singh/Ken Taylor (Opel Ascona) 
826pts; 16, Jim n/John Mitchell (Alfa Sud L) 826pts; 17, Pyara 
Singh Bachu/Nirmal Singh Bachu (Ford Escort) 877pts. 


Joginder Singh and David Doig salute the crowd’s approval after their victorious but fraught drive. 


“=z 


Turner talk 


Spectators at the Ford forums will be aware that 
the Kissinger-like Stuart Turner is a frustrated 
music hall performer. Carve through that blunt 
and sometimes plain rude exterior and you find a 
trouper’s sense of timing, the ability to “‘feel’’ an 
audience and to manipulate them and most 
important that all-important quality of knowing 
how to stop the lot the minute before the audience 
has had enough. 

What few people know is that Stuart’s subdued 
slapstick abilities come to him, not by chance, but 
as the result of epaiciny, countless hours of his 
pre-teens standing in the wings of live North 
country and Midland music halls. The sort of 
shows where Reginald .Porter Brown rose 
mysteriously from the hole playing the organ 
swathed in slowly changing coloured spotlights 
and the standard six-act show comprised a 
juggler, a singing duo, an acrobatic troupe, a line 
of chorus dollies and a comedian. 

It’s difficult to know which of the acts left the 
most lasting impression on Turner and on which 
he bases some of his current performances. 

He’s also a bit reticent to explain what he was 
doing in the wings in the first place. His first 
explanation that he was an early developer with a 
big thing going for one of the hoofers in the 
chorus line is just about plausible. : 

He returned from his latest run of charity fund- 
raising forums with a pair of stories, garnered 
from his star-studded panels, which he offered as 
quotes of the week. 

Roger Clark being pressed into the Elf-Tyrrell 
for some publicity shots... “That .. French bloke 
Ken Tyrrell employs must have an arse like a 
parrot.” é 

And Barry Sheene on being asked about his 
famous Daytona accident and whether he’d had 
time to roll himself into a ball when he came off at 
170mph ... “If I’d rolled myself into a ball I’d 
have finished up in Jamaica.” 

Thank you, Mr Turner. 


Wanted person 


I am flattered to hear that all the gate attendants 
at Thruxton over Easter were issued with a 
photograph of me. During the final nail-bitin 
moments of Formula 2 practice Sidney Offor 
broke off from performing a minor service on his 
Ford Capri (just a plug clean and oil level check. 
actually) to give one of my reporters the news. 

“That bloke Brittan, they’re going to get ‘im. 
All the blokes on the gates have been issued with 
pictures of ’im,” enthused a wild-eyed Offord. 

Alas, alternative engagements had me 
elsewhere that weekend. 

Any of the gate attendants who were disap- 
pointed in not Being able to obtain my autograph 
on their picture should send it in marked for the 
attention of The Secretary, Nick Brittan Fan 
Club, Silly Offal House, Much Twittering, Hants. 


Tyresome problem 


With luck, this year’s near-drought conditions in 
Europe will make life easier for the Formula 1 
teams. No rain at the races will relieve them of a 
task they neither understand nor do well — 
pitstops for wheel swaps. 

I never cease to be amazed at the antics of even 
the most professional teams when a car comes in 
for an unscheduled stop. Often their efforts are 
redolent of Fred Karno directing the Keystone 
Cops in a Chinese fire drill. Seldom are they able 
to return their car to the fray in less than a 
minute. 

Pity the poor driver who has been out there 
working himself to a lather shaving tenths of 
seconds off here and there only to find his efforts 
rewarded by a team that is thinking in minutes. 

While the whole Formula 1 circus has become 
much more professional over the past two years I 
have the feeling that their polished and pro- 
fessional performances are costificd to sessions in 
which Messrs Ecclestone, Mosley and Tyrrell sit 
around a boardroom table practising asking for 
more money in seven different languages. If only 
they were to spend the same time practising the 


often all-important money-losing pitstops. 
Lest peer Ken Tyrrell aaa Teddy 
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Meyer’s McLaren team to a timed four-wheel 
swap at Silverstone. With a specially doctored car 
with easy-fit wheels, Ken’s team won the contest 
in some 12 seconds. Fine as a music hall turn but 
in real life, when money and points count, you 
might as well use a sundial to time the swap stop. 

In America, where everything to do with money 
is taken very seriously, pitstopping is something 
of an art. NASCAR driver Richard Petty, whose 
career spans 177 major race wins and prize mone 
earnings of over $3 million, has a pit crew whic 
swaps two tyres and drops in 14 gallons of petrol 
in 17.6 seconds. 

Unlike the European F1 team, his crew. is not, 
full-time. Of the twelve men on the team which 
headquarters itself in the quiet North Carolina 
backwater of Randlelan, only seven are full-time. 
The other five are a milkman, a tobacco buyer, a 
truck driver, a maintenance man and a vacuum 
cleaner salesman. 

Crew chief Dale Inman, commenting on the per- 
formance of his team of part-timers, says, “‘Them 
ole boys are so smooth they could have the under- 
pants of’n a fully dressed preacher ‘fore he knowd 
what was happenin’.”’ 

If I owned a professional team which couldn’t 
keep pace with a bunch of amateur hillbillies, I’d 
be embarrassed. 


A larger rodent 


How fickle are the racing press corps and that 
coterie of elite insiders in the formula one set. It is 
they who wittingly, or otherwise, provide the 
nicknames for the drivers. And as the mood 
dictates — they update them. 

ile he was hooliganizing around the field 
Brambilla was known as the Monza Gorilla. Now 


Niki Lauda. 


he’s running well and keeping out of trouble, wha 
could be more fitting than ie Brit public school 
style handle of “Brambles”. 

Carlos Pace, once he’d served his apprentice 
ship, was admitted to the Family in the name o 
‘Charlie’. 

While James Hunt was booming off the Armee 
here there and everywhere he became ‘‘Thi 
Shunt’’ and as he toned down he received thi 
ultimate accolade of simply being known only by 
his christian name. 

Niki Lauda, a spindly cartoonist’s dream, with ¢ 
set of teeth that makes it possible for him to eat ¢ 
corn cob through a picket fence, was a natural t¢ 
become ‘‘Mighty Mouse”. 

But that was in the days when he was popula 
with everyone. The other drivers liked hin 
because he was starting to put in gooc 
poten and the press corps approved 0! 

im because he was new, successful, co-operative 
and had a sense of humour. - 

Now with a world championship under his belt 
he has become remote, arrogant, unco-operative. 
lost his humour and turned into a computerized 
driver. He speaks only to the press guys who care 
about mundane things like gear ratios and 
terminal roll oversteer and point-blankly refuses 
to talk to the mass media.men. He refuses to 
appear at public functions or prizegivings. One 
has the feeling that if it were possible to be a 
motor racing recluse he would be it. 

Fellow columnist Eoin Young describes his 
situation as, “Having gone from not being able to 
get onto television to not wanting to go on 
television.” 

Not really the performance that the inner 
sanctum of peers feels is due from the current 
world champion. Little wonder is it that “Mighty 
Mouse” has become “The Rat’’. 


The people's choice. 


Readers who have digested the contents of their 


_AUTOSPORF by Sunday lunchtime might like t 


consider a dash to local news stand for a copy 0! 
the People to update themselves on all the latest 
motor racing scandal. 

A recent issue contains four separate major 
stories. The People predict that Anne Moore will 
quit after two more races if her results don’t 
improve. There was a double-page spread titled 
The Secret Sex Lives of the GP drivers, which 
a 800 words telling you that most of them 

idn’t doit the morning of the race. 

Then there was the definitive piece on the final 
breakdown of James Hunt’s marriage. The 
People’s man on the spot had it all worked out 
that Hunt’s marriage failed when his wife left 


im. 
And then there was a rather tasteless piece 
suggesting that BBC commentator Barrie Gill 
had been suspended because of his commercial 
connections with Durex. 
Mark them ten out of ten for allocating space to 


‘motor sport and four out of ten for quality and 


accuracy. Can do better next term. 


Roy’s swansong 


Allis not well with the dapper former train robber 
Roy James. It would seem that those 12 years as 
Her Majesty’s guest has dulled his skills as a 
racing driver. 

Back in 1963 those skills were very apparent. In 
between his mid-week activities he put in some 
stirring weekend F3 performances mixing it with 
the front runners of the time. 

Released last December in a blaze of press 
publicity he and his handlers spoke of many and 
generous offers to put him back behind the wheel 
of a racing car again. 

On his first test run in an Atlantic Lola he went 
off and broke his leg. Then over the Easter 
weekend he made a quiet competition debut in a 
little 85mph Renault 5. Lying ninth on the fourth 
lap he crashed, lie writing off the car. 

at shunt and the lack of any real sponsorship 
money could unfortunately, spell Roy’s swansong 
in motor racing. Back in December his manager 
David Mills revealed to me that raising sponsor- 
ship money was not as easy as it might have 
looked. “People with big money to spend are big 
companies with boards of directors and it’s 


_ difficult to argue with them when they say they 


don’t want to upset their shareholders by giving 
money toa man with acriminmal record” 


non ee 


3MW build 
eW Cal 


We hear from German sources that 
BMW, who withdrew from works 
lly participation some time ago 
_, as it seemed that they might 
me fully involved, are now 
Suilding another car. For some time 
they have been keeping in touch with 
the scene through Achim Warmbold, 
whose works-built 2002Tii will be 
best remembered over here for 
wmning the Donegal Rally last year, 
end that car has been kept at the 
works in the past, alt hough of course 
ring in KWS colours. The 
ine they are presently building 
for Achim is of course a natural pro- 
gression from the superceded 2002 
range — a 320 — and Achim is 
expecting to use the car first on the 
Southern Cross Rally in Southern 
Austrlia later in the year. 


Spirited ‘hog 

Among the many aspirants to: the 
mon-existent Spirit of the Rally 
award on the Circuit of Ireland, the 
mame of David Coombs stands out. 
David, who works for Motortune in 
Bangor, brought up the tail. of the 
field in a very G1 Wartburg — not 
the ideal tarmac stage car perhaps, 
especially without brakes, although 
gm typical comment from Coombs 
might have been “who needs them, 
they only slow you down. ...” Not 
many would-be Wartburg runners 
for any others for that matter) would 


eonsider starting the 1500-mile rally | 


with no spare sets of brake shoes. 
David, determined not only to start 
but also td finish (and not last 
Gither), went out to the start at 
Bangor without so much as a spare 
eee.) shoe to his name, having 
scoured most of Northern Ireland for 
a set. He resolved to beg, borrow or 
machine some (Capri 3000 rears are 
| nearly right for the Wartburg fronts) 
as and when the need arose. It did, 
rapidly, and David soon found that 
metal to metal, like on the railways, 
is quite an effecti.c method of 
stopping. The dust in the drums was 
aiso apparently of considerable help. 
A fellow ‘‘Warthog’’ pilot retired 
at Killarney and David borrowed his 
§ brakes — he had of course worn 
through his own backing plates as 
well — but later, although he fitted 
another set, the brakes were never 
the same, and at one of the last 
corners in Gortnagane his co-driver 
Streamed “acute left!” but the 
“Warthog” refused to slow down. 


David slung the lumbering beast at 


the apex, doing about 75mph, and it 
eerily turned over and lay on its 
in the middle of the road, 
upside down, wheels still revolving 
merrily, with the ‘ring-a-ding, engine 
still bubbling away. A member of the 
Garda helped right the intrepid pair 
and peey baired off down the praze 
again having lost just 50s — the car 
damaged and the driver 
ermning from ear to ear! 

With a temporary windscreen 
fitted, they pressed on with un- 
» diminished enthusiasm, David re 

calling the moment with intense 
satisfaction: ‘“That was one of the 
"cutest lefts I ever did see!”’ 

Did our heroes reach the finish? 
But of course: brakes nil, satisfac- 
tien 10. David should at least be 
‘presented with the ‘‘Zhiguli Team 


Award” for finest UK performance 
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Lars Carlsson on his way to a surprise victory in the Opel Dealer Team Holland 


Kadett GTE. 


TULIP RALLY 


Staepelaere robbed 


Gilbert Staepelaere looked set to win 
his fifth rally in five outings last 
weekend, when he cut slightly across 
the apex of a corner and found his 
RS1800 being dragged into deep 
sandy Dutch soil. It was to take him 
3} minutes, with the aid of helpers,to 
get the car back onto the track: 
enough to lose him the lead and to 
deny him what looked like being a 
remarkable victory by a foreign 
driver. After various cancellations 
and adjustments to the results, 
about which competitors seemed 
rather vague themselves, Lars 
Carlsson and Bob de Jong eased 
through to a victory of some 85s 
ahead of Maurizio Verini/Ninni 
Russo (Fiat 131 Abarth Rallye), with 
Staepelaere/‘‘Vaillant’” apparently 
5s further back. 

The Tulip was a revival at Euro- 
pean Championship level of a 
popular favourite event from the 
early sixties. In those days it proved 
an ideal continental outing for 
British competitors, a taste of 
ue foreign rallying — some- 
thing that could not be simulated at 
home. Now the tables are turned. 
The Dutch have found their rallying 
attraction dwindling over the years 
and now they have decided to start 
afresh. 

The means to encourage foreign 
competitors were twofold: short 
stages and secret routes. Special 
stages in Holland and Belgium are 
neither plentiful nor long — nor 
indeed do they possess any con- 
sistent character. Some use army 
roads, with their 

erent challenge to stage-marking 
marshals, others use sandy tracks 
through woods or across open fields. 
The combination resembles an up- 

aded British clubmens event — 
ut with the mystique of being held 
on the Continent. To give further 
international flavour, the event 
started in Holland, at Rotterdam 
(rather than in the traditional heart 
of the Tulip fields, at Noordwijk), 
and travelled via Belgium where 
some Boucles de Spa stages were 
used, through to a day-halt in 
Luxembourg. The _ rally then 
returned the next night reaching 
Rotterdam midday the next day. 

For rallymen in the Benelux coun- 
tries, the Gulf-Tulpen Rallye was a 
major confrontation. Representing 
the home country were Carlsson 
from the Dutch Opel Dealer Team in 
a Kadett, Au Siete by the British 
Leyland Holland crew of Wim and 
Cees Luijbregts in a Group 4 Dolo- 
mite Sprint. There were also three 
more Group 4 Opels, two supported 
by the official team, driven by van 
der Marel and van der Lee, and the 
other by the veteran driver Rob 
Slotemaker. Repiogenting . Belgium 
were pity ner with his works 
RS1800, Willy Plas with a Renauk 

Gordini, and “Gustavson” in a 


were * with a 


‘through another three stages be 


Abarth and Goblet with his 
Avenger. 
Against these rivalling com- 


petitors were two Fiat Abarth 131s, 
entered on the suggestion of the 
local dealers, on only the second offi- 
cial entry for the 2-litre versions of 
these cars. What did the Italians 
make of the event? “I have never 
known less about a rally before in m 
life”, Verini’s co-driver remarked. 
‘Even now as we start the rally, we 
hardly know where we will see our 
service crews’’. Service crews were 
vital, if only to ensure that competi- 
tors had the right tyres for each test. 
“It was not so bad for us”, 
Carlsson’s co-driver said after the 
event, “at least we have seen several 
of the stages before. People like 
Staepelaere have had great difficulty 
deciding what rubber to use. I have 
even seen his co-driver scouring the 
military maps looking for clues. The 
road books told us basically what to 
expect, but even we made one 
mistake”. It was to be a battle of 
local knowledge against  inter- 
national expertise. 

Almost immediately Staepelaere 
went ahead. Verini, never a lover of 
secret rallies, battled hard in pursuit, 
but both the Opel and the Ford were 
going better. His car was still new: 
the gearbox was playing up again 
and it was almost impossible to 
select top gear. His team-mate was 
in worse trouble; one kilometre into 
the first stage, and Alen’s goashey 
broke. The cars were just as they left 
Elba, except for new gearboxes. 
Because of the tightness of the 
route, the Finn had to brags) 

ore 
he could change the unit. This was 
on a tight section because of road 
traffic and he lost 29 road minutes 
(nearly 2} stage minutes) in con- 
sequence. Plas began a hard battle 
with Luijbregts which was to con- 
tinue until the final stage, and at the 
end of the first leg the positions 


were: Staepelaere 3409, Carisson 
3452, Verini 3534, Luijbregts 3636, 
Plas 3660 and the young promism, 
Dutchman Henk van der Lee six 
with 3697. 

The second night began with 
uncertainties. At the start of one 
stage Carlsson misunderstood the 
instructions of a marshal and appar- 
ently jumped a start. His Ford rival 
confirmed there was confusion: the 
marshal had no flag, he had made a 
sweeping gesture and Carlsson 
thought that this was his cue to 
leave. Then on stage 26, things 
became chaotic. Junctions were 
often only marked at the junction 
rather than before it as well, and at 
one such place a leading car knocked 
the arrow down. Staepelaere made a 
wrong turning for some 40s, 


‘Gustavson went wrong for some 12 


minutes, and others were confused 
as well. 

This was very unsettling for the 
drivers in the lead. Could the Belgian 
assume his lead was secure and that 
the stage with the missing arrow 
would be cancelled? Could he rely on 
Carlsson’s jump-start being 
penalized? As the cars drove 
through the dawn on the final day, 
these matters were uppermost in 
their minds and contributed largely 
to the Belgian’s final off-road excur- 
sion. Amid this uncertainty, Alen 
arrived at one control with clouded of 
steam and water pouring from the 
exhaust pipe. The head gasket had 
failed. During the night he had lost 
further road time through a coil 
failure, and now so near the finish 
phere was doubt that the car would 
ast. 

After a series of scattered and 
varying stages, the rally arrive 
back in Rotterdam, including Alen’s 
Fiat. The Renault of Plas broke its 
‘transmission on the final stage, at 
Rotterdam airport, to gain a maxi 
mum. When he results were even- 
tually announced (six hours after the 
rally. was due to finish) competitors 
gathered for certain that the stage 
with the missing arrow had been can- 
celled, that Carlsson had _ been 
penalised for his start — but few 
people actually reconciled their exact 
totals. 

The top five finishers were happ’ 
with their positions, if not their rela- 
tive margins, and that sufficed. The 
Gulf-Tulip had been a start to what 
could be an important European 
event, but it desperately needs the 
benefit of the experience of other 
organizers before it can make. its 
mark. 

Tulpen Rallye 

; 23-25 April (ECR Coeff 2) 

1, L. Carlsson/B. de Jong (Opel Kadett GTE), 6418 


penalties; 
21 bs Verini/N. Russo (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye), 


3, G. Staepelaere/‘Vaillant” (Ford Escort 
RS1800), 6508: 
4, M. Alen/I. Kivimaki (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye), 


6686; 
aa Luijbregts/C. Luijbregts (Dolomite Sprint), 


@ Alen’s gearbox change had the 
organizers thumbing their FIA 
books to see if this sort of thing was 
allowed! They failed to publish 
second-half stage times or road 
penalties until the results were final 
— despite many requests. When 
they were announced it seemed that 
Plas escaped with-his “‘flier’’ on the 
stage where he had his maximum 
penalty. 

@ Luijbregts reckoned that his 
exhaust system on the Dolomite lost 
him 10-15bhp, in order to comply 
with Belgian noise laws. The Dutch- 


‘man was thrown out of a Belgian 


rally for being too noisy two weeks 
previously. A weak steering rack 
which was always bending was his 
only trouble on the event (what, 
again?!). 

@ Keith Billows survived the effects 


of the dust which made his Escort’s 


@ One of the really good things 
about the event was the quality of 
the plastic stage arrows, which were 
water and wind proof. The design 
and positioning were not quite so 
good. 


@ Both Billows and Will Sparrow 
got bogged down on the stages — 

parrow found a speculative spec- 
tator (one of very few spectators 
rally) ready to do business. A hand- 
ful of loose change was understood 
to have changed hands before he 
could continue. 


@ Norfolk Lines helped both Billows 

and Sparrow and were most enthu- 

siastic in their iy aicbe Unfor- 
ritish 


tunately only two com- 

petitors took part. 

@ ee sands Leon kh 5 ae 

Kadett drove very well, especially as 

ye ine had a broken cam follower 
. —— <- 


Richard Iliffe 
moves ahead — 


Castrol did very well in their own 
championship at the weekend (a one- 
two result can’t be bad), and Avon 
tyres must be quite pleased too. If it 
i not Graham Elsmore, then who 
better for them than David Stokes 
end Richard Iliffe? 

The latest Castrol/AUTOSPORT 
Championship points table after 
three rounds is shown below. 
Richard Iliffe. with a fine second 

ce last weekend, has established a 

d at the top of the table, but 
behind him there is a hungry band of 

-hunters comprising Stokes, 

more and Rawson. All the top ten 
drivers are however well placed at 
present, and the championshi 
seems to be simmering well. 
similar situation is happily 
developing in Group 1. Positions as 
follows: 


After three rounds 


Drivers overall: Richard Iliffe 46; David Stokes 
35; Graham Elsmore 32; Mike Rawson 30; Dai 
Roderick 29; Be eee 27. George Hill 27: 
Calin Malkin’ 27; Paul Faulkner 25; Jeff Churchill 


Co-drivers: Bill Andrews 35; Stuart Harrold 32; 
eye Mahon 29: Peter Valentine27; Chris Gray 
26; Monty Peters 25: Roger Evans 23; John Brown 
19- Roger Jones 17; Phil Short 17. 

up 1 drivers: David Hardcastle 34; Chris 
Field 29; Henry Inurrieta 26; Bernard Banning 25; 
Chris Lord 25; Chris Daisy 23; Terry Kaby 20; 
Tony Pond 15; Mike Freeman 15; 
Maunsell 14. 


RAC points: Brookes 
moves into the lead 


Overall positions in the RAC Rally 
Championship after the Circuit of 
Ireland are as follows: 


Russell Brookes 36; Ari Vatanen 33; Roger Clark 
28; ee cemen 23; Chris Sclater 11; Tony Fall, 
Pentti Airikkala, Brian Culcheth and Andy Dawson 
10; Tony Drummond and Colin Malkin 9. Group 
One: Robin Eyre Maunsell 21; Tony Pond 30; Jim 
Macrae 26; Ronnie McCartney 25; Gavin Waugh 
24: Henry Inurrieta 16; Stewart Robertson 11; 
John McAlorum 9; lan Gemmell anid John Lyons 8. 


‘obin Eyre 


@ In our Circuit of Ireland rally 


(Gist 


Castrol 
AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


Group 1 drivers: David Hardcastle 34; Chris 
Field 29; Henry Inurrieta 26; Bernard Banning 25: 
Chris Lord 25; Chris Daisy 23; Terry Kaby 21, 
Tony Pond 15; Mike Freeman 15; Robin Eyre 
Maunsell 14. : . 

_ Group 1 co-drivers: Keith Read 29; Kath 


Russek 27; Martin Whale 26; Rob Parrott 25; — 


Dave Richards 15; Steve Suckling 15; Neil Wilson 
14; Brian Rainbow 12; Mike Knutton 12; John 
Horton 10. - o 

Huxford Liberated Ladies: Jill Robinson 27; 
Jayne Neate 18; Rose-Ann Clinton 4. . 

Co-drivers: Pauline Gallick 24; Kathy Russek 15; 
Valerie Guest 10. eg Oe 

Class A (Group 1 up te 1600cc): Chris Field 16; 
Bernard Banning 15; Chris Daisy 15. a 

Class (Group 1 over 1600cc): David 
Hardcastle 13; Chris Lord 12: Tany Pond and Mike 
Freeman 9. 


Class C (Groups 2-5 up to 1300cc)! John Midgley. 


and John Crosse 13; Malcolm Oxborrow 6. 
Class D (Groups 1-5 1301-1600cc): D. Robbins 


Class E (Groups 2-5 over 1600cc): Andy 
Dawson, Graham Elsmore and David Stokes 9. 


The next round if, of course, the 
International Welsh Rally the first 
week of May. 


report we mentioned the suspicions 
held by members of the DTV team 
that a certain amount of foul play 
may have been committed in parc 
ferme overnight in Killarney, which 
led to Will Sparrow losing a wheel on 
the first test. Press Officer Gordon 
Harvey has asked us to point out 


that the chief marshal on duty [ 
that night 


guarding the parc 
actually caught an intruder as he 
tried to get in among the cars and 
that according to the marshals on no 
account did anyone get near the 
Sparrow Vauxhall or any other car 
therethat night. ... 


The Safari accident which was 
predicted, Zully Rhemtulla (below) 
lost control of his Datsun 710 on.cue 
+ perhaps even too predictably for 


_ one fleeing photographer... 


: 


Hibbert comeback |. 
for the “Scottish” 


David Sutton has regretfully 
decided to enter a team of Mk1 cars 
on the Welsh next week. The three 
cars are of course for Erik Aaby, 
Pentti Airikkala and Jill Robinson. 
Since Pentti would rather drive a 
LHD Mk1 in preference to a RHD 
Mk2, and since David’s customer 
commitments have reudced the 
amount of time which can be spent 
on his own team cars, it has been 
decided to swop the available 
transport around yet again. The 
result is that Jill will back in the 
RS2000, Erik will have Jill’s 
RS1600, and Pentti will have a-spare 
RS1600 ‘which was just lying 
around”. Pentti’s new car is now not 
expected to see the light of day until 
the Scottish and on this event none 
other. than Mike Hibbert will be 
making a ‘one-off’: comeback to 
rallying at the wheel of one of the 
Sutton cars. He will be sponsored for 
the rally by a major petrol company. 


at see 
End of acowboy. . . 


Circuit of Ireland 
special stage 
LIMES. ourseporebeginson p40 


$S1 Bangor Castle 1, D. McCartney 0.46; 2 = Curley, Evans and 
ay 0.47; 5 = Coleman, Walfidsson, Agnew and McSpadden 


$S2 Strangford Lough 1, Nelson 8.42; 2, D. McCartney 8.43; 3, 
Coleman 8.45; 4, Evans 8.55; 5, Lindsa 


8.56. : 
SS3 Bohill 1, D. McCartney 5.57; 2, Neleon 6.01; 3, Sparrow 6.06; 


4&= Coleman, Walfridsson and Brookes 6.07. 


SS4 Balody 1, D. McCartney 7.58; 2, Brookes 7.59; 3, Walfridsson ~ 


8.02; 4, Coleman 8.07; 5, Sparrow 8.08. ~ 

SS6 Babylon Hill 1, Brookes 10.44; 2, Walfridsson 10.53; 3, D. 
McCartney 10.55; 4, Sparrow 10.57; 5, Curley 11.07. — : 

SS7 Mount Pleasant 1, D. McCartney 6.26; 2, Walffridsson 6.28; 3 
= Coleman and Curley 6.34; 5, Sparrow 6.35. 

SS8 Crosskeys 1, D. McCartney 11.34; 2, Curley 11.35; 3, Nelson 
11.38; 4, Sparrow 11.41; 5 = Brookes and Walfridsson 11.45. _. 

SS9 Moyduff 1, D. McCartney 8.18; 2, Walfridsson 8.25; 3, 
Coleman 8.29; 4 = Brookes and Curley 8.30. 


$S10 Tonyowen 1, Curley 16.48; 2, D. McCartney 16.49; 3, 


Coleman 16.56; 4, Brookes 16.57; 5, Nelson 17.05. 

$S11 Rathcore 1, Curley 6.11; 2, D. McCartney 6.13; 3= Coleman 
end Nelson 6.16; 5, Brookes 6.17. 

$$12 Sally 
15.02: 4, Curley 19.04; 5, D. McCartney 19.12. 
$si3 agh 1, Coleman 14.18; 2, D. McCartney 14.46; 3, 
Brookes 14.50; 4, Sparrow 14.52; 5, Walfridsson 14.54. ‘ 

$$14 Knockbrahdon 1, Coleman 9.10; 2, Brookes 9.16; 3 = 
Welridsson and McCartney 9.28; 5, Sparrow 9.32. ; ; 


en 1, Coleman 9.00; 2, Brookes 9.08; 3, © 


SS15 Skeaghvaste 
MoCartney 9.22: 4, Curley 9.27; 5, Walfridsson and Sparrow 9.30. 
SSi6 Slevenamon 1, Brookes 10.41; 2, Sparrow 11.05; 3, 
Weltridsson 11.08; 4, Coleman 11.10; 5, Buckley 11.26. 

$sis8 —— 1, Brookes 8.17; 2, Coleman and McCartney 8.39; 


q 8.46. 
SS19 Kilworth Case 1, Brookes 7.01: 2, McCartney 7.04; 3, 
Collemen 7.05: 4, Curiey 7.09; 5. Sparrow 7.31. 

ssis 1, Coleman 11.34: 2. Brookes 11.35; 3. 
McCarmmey 11 54 4, Walfridsson 12 00. 5. Sowrow 1202 


ae eae —— 


Gap 1, Coleman 18.19; 2, Walfridsson 18.59; 3, Nelson . 


SS21 Graigue Bridge 1, Coleman 8.16; 2, McCartney 8.29; 3, 
Brookes 8.32; 4, Walfridsson 8.33; 5, Sparrow 8.38. — 

SS22 Kealvaugh 1, Coleman 7.54; 2, McCartney 8.04; 3, Brookes 
8.10; 4, Walfridsson 8.12; 5, Sparrow 8.12. 

$$23 Borlin:1, Coleman 8.08; 2, McCartney 8.30; 3 = Brookes and 
Nelson 8.32; 5, Sparrow8.34. .. 

$S24 Knockacullic 1, Coleman 6.31;:2, Evans 6.40; 3, Nelson 6.41; 
4 = McCartney, Curley, Sparrow and Buckley 6.46. 

$$26 Quarry Hill 1, Walfridsson 4.15; 2 = Curley and Brookes 
4.18; 4, McCartney 4.19; 5, Nelson 4.21. 
$$27 Knockbrack 1, Brookes 5.18; 2, Nelson 5.22; 3, McCartney 
5.24; 4 = Coleman, Walfridsson and Sparrow 5.25. 

§$28 Caragh Lake 1, Coleman 7.49; 2, Walfridsson 7.56; 3, 
Nelson 7.57; 4, Brookes 7.59; 5, Sparrow 8.06. 

$$29 Ballaghbeama | 1, Brookes 7.25; 2, Nelson 7.35; 3, Coleman 
7.40; 4, McCartney 7.43;5, Walfridsson 7.44. 

S$S30 Lough Brin 1, Brookes 9.05; 2, Coleman 9.21; 3, Nelson 
9.24; 4, McCartney 9.29; 5, Walfridsson 9.30. : 
$$31 Curramore 1, Brookes 7.44; 2, Coleman and Walfridsson 8.05; 
4, McCartney 8.09; 5, Sparrow8.13. _. y 

$S32 Curraduff 1, Brookes 6.48; 2, Coleman 6.55; 3, Sparrow 
7.01; 4= McCartney and Campbell 7.10. 

$$33 Tim Healey Pass 1, Coleman 6.56; 2, Brookes 7.07; 3, 
Nelson 7.10; 4, Walfridsson 7.14; 5, McCartney 7.16. 

$S34 Killmakillogue 1, Coleman 6.12; 2, Brookes 6.17; 3, Nelson 
6.19: 4, Walfridsson 6.24; 5, Sparrow 6.26. 


SS35 Liberty Hall 1, Coleman 4.16; 2, Brookes 4.17; 3, Nelson 
4.20; 4, Walfridsson 4.24; 5, Sparrow 4.26. 

SS36 Ballaghbeama {I 1, Brookes 7:19; 2, Coleman 7.24; 3, 
Nelson 7.26; 4, Sparrow 7.31; 5, Walfridsson 7.37. 

$$37 Lough Acoose 1, Coleman 3.55; 2, Nelson 4.00; 3, Brookes 


- 4.01: 4, Sparrow 4.03; 5 = Walfridsson and McCartney 4.04. 


S$S38 Corthagane i, Coleman 15.01; 2, Brookes 15.04; 3, 
McCartney 15.30; 4, Walfridsson 15.41; 5, Evans 15.45. 

§S39 Bregoge Cross 1 = Coleman and Brookes 5.45; 3. = 
McCartney and Sparrow 6.00; 5 = Walfridsson and Evans 6.02. 
SS40 Glenwilliam 1, Coleman 7.21; 2, Brookes 7.37; 3, Evans 7.42; 
4, Buckley 7.48; 5, Walfridsson and Sparrow 7.49. 

$S41 Old Kildimo 1, Brookes 6.17; 2, Coleman‘6.27; 3, McCartney 
6.28; 4, Sparrow 6.32; 5, Evans6.40. : 

SS42A Bohatch 1, Brookes 8.34; 2, Walfridsson 9.07; 3, Sparrow 
9.11; 4, McCartney 9.18; 5, Evans 9.20. 

S$S44 Carrowreach 1, Walfridsson and Brookes 9.50; 3. Sparrow 
10.06; 4, Evans 10.11; 5, Coleman 10.13. 

S$S45 Toberdan 1, Brookes 8.50; 2, Coleman 8.56;.3, Walfridsson 
9.09; 4, McCartney 9.11; 5, Sparrow 9.16. : 

SS46 Bracknagh 1, Coleman 5.30; 2, Brookes 5.41; 3, Walfridsson 
5.45: 4, Sparrow 5.46; 5, McCartney 5.47. 

SS47 Slieve Bawn 1, Brookes 7.01; 2, Coleman 7.10; 3, Sparrow 
7.13; 4, Evans 7.17; 5, McCartney 7.18. 

$S48 The Poorhouse 1, Brookes ator 2, Coleman 12.54: 3. 
Evans 13.09; 4, Walfridsson and Sparrow 13.21. 

SS49 Belhavel Lough 1, Coleman 11.13; 2, Brookes 11.16; 3 
Sparrow 11.40; 4, McCartney 11.44; 5, Lundstrom 11.45. 

$$50 Arigna Mountains 1, Coleman 16.52; 2, Brookes 17.15; 3. 
Sparrow 17.46; 4, McCartney 17.51;5, Walfridsson 18.02. 

SS$51 Glenade 1, Brookes 6.39; 2, Walfridsson 6.41; 3, Coleman 
6.42: 4, McCartney 6.46; 5 = McCartney and Eyre-Maunsell 6.49. 

$S52 Lough Eske 1, Coleman 19.15; 2, Brookes 19.19; 3, 
McCartney 19.48; 4, Buckley 19.57; 5, Sparrow 19.58. 

SS53 Corey Hill 1, Brookes 7.14; 2, Buckley 7.17; 3, Coleman 
7.19; 4, McCartney 7.24; 5, Sparrow 7.28. 

$$54 Troopers Hill 1, Brookes 6.08; 2, Buckley 6.09; 3, Coleman 
6.11; 4, McCartney 6.17; 5, Sparrow 6.20. 

~ §$55 Balix Hill 1, Evans 10.00; 2, Coleman 10.03; 3, Walfridsson 
10.07; 4, McCartney 10.08; 5, Shields 10.14. 

S$S56 Butterlope Glen 1, Brookes 5.00; 2, Coleman 5.02; 3, Evans 
5.03; 4, Sparrow 5.05; 5, Walfridsson 5.09. 

SS57 Slieve Gallion 1, Brookes 10.38; 2, Sparrow 10.46; 3. 
Coleman 10.51; 4, Evans 10.53; 5 = Walfridsson and Shields 11.04 

$S58 Glendun 1, Brookes 10.14; 2, Coleman 10.22; 3 = 
McCartney and Evans 10.24; 5, Sparrow 10.25. 

$S59 Orra 1, Brookes 7.25; 2= McCartney and Evans 7 29; 
ee Coleman and 


7.35. 
Antrim Casife 1 = Colemen and Brookes 0.58; 3= Sparrow 
and McCartney 053-5 = McCartney and Luncstom 1.00 
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World Championship Round 4 


The race Is 
on.... 


CHRIS WITTY outlines the 
prospects for this weekend's 
Spanish Grand Prix 


Over the past few years, the Spanish Grand Prix 
has been noted for making its mark in the annals 
of motor racing history. Last year, when the race 
was held on the Barcelona street circuit, the event 
made world headlines when Rolf Stommelen’s 
car lost its rear aerofoil while leading the race and 
flew into a group of marshals standing at the 
trackside. Their deaths, plus that of a race 
photographer, didn’t exactly do the sport any 
good and the incident sparked off a huge row 
which involved the CSI, the FICA, the GPDA 
and the circuit authorities, to name but a few. Out 
of it all came very little. Time is a great healer. 

The previous year’s race, held-at Jarama, saw 
Niki Lauda win his first ever Grand Prix. It was 
also a significant race victory, for it gave Ferrari 
their first Grand Prix success for almost two 
years. The Italian team has hardly taken a back- 
ward glance since then, ee 11 Grand 
Epreuves (nine by Lauda) and the orld Cham- 
pionship in the process. 

This year’s race, which will take place once 
again at Jarama, sees the introduction of the new 
Formula 1 regulations which were discussed and 

proved last September by the CSI and the 
FICA. The initial intentions of the CSI (to ban all 
aerodynamic devices and restrict wheel and tyre 
sizes) were neatly swept under the carpet by the 
Formula 1 Constructors, but a ruling was made 
under which airboxes would be banned and the 
rear wings brought forward. Various other 
regulations were imposed, although to the 
spectator, only these items will be visible by the 
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time practice for the race starts tomorrow 
(Friday). 

Many of the teams have been testing recentl 
at various circuits around Europe, running wit 
the rear wings in their new position (8ins further 
forward) and each trying their own interpretation 
of the new airbox ruling. Lap times have been 
slower in many cases. : 

Will this year’s Spanish Grand Prix be the 
subject of further controversy, in keeping with 
recent years? Perhaps. Firstly, there’s the first 
appearance of the exciting new six-wheel Tyrrell 
in the hands of Patrick Depailler. Secondly (look 
for the lastest news in Pit & Paddock), there’s a 
chance that Niki Lauda won’t be racing for 
Ferrari due to injuries suffered in an accident at 
home. And thirdly, only 22 cars will be allowed to 
start, even though the regulations stipulate 26. 

We spoke to Claude le Guezec of the CSI late 
last week to query this item. We understood that 
the tight and twisty Jarama circuit, situated 
about 20 miles north of Madrid, had a 22-car limit 
imposed by the CSI for the Grand Prix. This is 
correct, and the organizers have been informed 
that they must stick to it. A further problem is 
that the CSI have advised the circuit organizers 
that only 27 cars should be allowed to practise at 
any time. The problem is that 30 cars have been 
entered. Hmmm. 

The six-wheel Tyrrell should, if calculations are 
correct, perform extremely well around this track. 
It could well be a sensational debut. Supporting 
Depailler will be team-mate Jody Scheckter in a 
regular 007-series chassis. We wonder if Patrick 
will be looking for James Hunt? 

Hunt naturally leads the Marlboro McLaren 
attack, this “local boy’ from Marbella teaming up 
with Jochen Mass in a pair of M23s. The big 
question is, can James do what he did in the 
recent non-championship races? 

Ferrari, so far the dominant team of the year 
having won all three Grands Prix, are scheduled to 
have their new T2-series cars ready for Lauda and 
Long Beach GP winner Clay Regazzoni. Two 
years ago these two ran away with the race, 
Lauda having been on the pole at 1m 18.44s. In 
recent testing he’s managed 1m 19.5s with the 
car, but his accident might have upset the apple- 
cart, so to speak. Willherace?. _. ; 

Alongside Lauda on the front two years ago 
was Ronnie Peterson, who had the ill-fated Lotus 
76. Ronnie led the race for a while, and he could do 
it this year. He’s driving a March and is 
supported by Vittorio Brambilla, the latter 


having been i Spr’ than the Swede of late. In the - 


second March team will be Hans-Jochim Stuck, 
who excelled at this track two years ago, and 
Arturo Merzario. 

John Player-Team Lotus were on the front row 
back in 1974, and we wonder how far away they’ 
be this time. It’s a difficult question. Gunnar 
Nilsson has driven the type 77 with verve in the 
non-championship races, but struggled to qualify 
at Long Beach. Who knows. One thing is certain, 
and that is Nilsson will have a new team-mate, 
Mario Andretti having rejoined the team on a 
more permanent basis. 

The Brabham-Alfas will be there for Carlos 
Reutemann and Carlos Pace, Shadows will have a 
pair of DN5Bs for Jean-Pierre Jarier and Tom 
Pryce, Team Surtees are due with a pair of TS19s 
for Alan Jones and Brett Lunger, and Frank 


New F1 regulations: Jarier testing the Shadow DN5B wi th new air-box arrangement at Silverstone. 


Williams, despite the fact that both his drivers 
failed to qualify at Long Beach, keeps faith with 
Jacky Ickx and Michel Leclere. Another two-car 
team is the Copersucar set-up, who will be 
running cars for Emerson Fittipaldi, a past 
winner of this race, and the new rising F2 star 
Ingo Hoffmann. 

Although they’ve been testing their new car, 
Penske will take along their existing PC3 for John 
Watson while, by contrast, Team Ensign will take 
their new car for Chris Amon. Ensign’s “old” 
car, which is now owned by the Dutch HB 
Bewaking team and renamed the Boro, has also 
been entered for Larry Perkins, while other one- 
car efforts come from Hesketh Racing (Harald 
Ertl) and Ligier-Matra (Jacques Laffite). Finally, 
to complete the 30 are three RAM Brabhams 
entered for Loris Kessel, Patrick Neve and local 
driver Emilio Villota. Pe 

It looks like it’s going to be one helluva 
race. Oo 


PORTAGOQ 


Jarama, Madrid, Spain 

Lap distance: 2.115 miles 

Lap record: Niki Lauda (F1 Ferrari 312B3), 
1m 20.83s, 94.20mph. 


PREVIOUS RESULTS 


1972 Jarama (90 laps — 190.15 miles) 

1, E. Fittipaldi (Lotus-Ford 72D), 92.35mph; 
2, J. Ickx (Ferrari 312B2); 

3, G. Reggazzoni (Ferrari 312B2). 

mde Montjuich Park (75 laps — 176.65 
miles) 

1, E. Fittipaldi (Lotus-Ford 72D), 97.86mph; 
2, F. Cevert (Tyrell-Ford 006); 

3, G. Follmer (Shadow-Ford DN1). 
Follmer (Shadow-Ford DN1). ; 

1974 Jarama (84 laps — 177.67 miles 

1, N. Lauda (Ferrari 312B3), 88.48mph; 

2, G. Reggazzoni (Ferrari 312B3); 

3, E. Fittipaldi (McLaren-Ford M23). 

ci Montjuich Park (29 laps — 68.295 
miles) 

1, J. Mass (McLaren-Ford M23), 95.54mph; 
2, J. Ickx (Lotus-Ford 72E); 

3, C. Reutemann (Brabham-Ford BT44B). 


RADIO COVERAGE 


Friday: Radio 2,6.45pm. 

Saturday: Radio 4, 8.25am; Radio 2, 5.30pm. 
Sunday: Radio 2, 5.00pm and 7.00pm. 
Monday: Radio 4, 7.25 or 8.25am. 


TIMETABLE | 


Practice 

Friday: 10-11.30am and 1.00-2.00pm 
Saturday: 10-11.30am (unofficial) and 
2.00-3.00pm* 

Race (90 laps) 

Sunday: 4.00pm : i! 
*Subject to changes by Spanish authorities 


World Championship (after three _ 
rounds): 1, Niki Lauda, 24pts; 2, Patrick 
Depailler, 10; 3, Clay Regazzoni, 9; 4, 
Jochen Mass, 7; 5, James Hunt, 6; 6, Jody 
Scheckter, 5; 7, Tom Pryce, 4; 8, Hans- 

- Joachim Stuck and Jacques Laffite, 3; 10, 
John Watson, 2; 11, Mario Andretti and 
Emerson Fittipaldi, 1. 
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Best F3 dice to date: Keegan shuts the door on Hayje, as Spellerberg and Hawkins follow. 


ZOLDER F3 


Sons PPERCDEE STEVES 
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Keegan makes Hayje 


Story and photos by CHRIS WITTY 


There seems to be no stopping Rupert Keegan winning Formula 3 races this year. Last 
Sunday’s race at Zolder, a qualifying round of the British BP series, saw this young British 
Grand Prix hope score a superbly well-calculated victory over the rising Dutch star Boy 


Hayje, the margin between the pair of them after the two-part race being less than 0.1s. It’ 


was a fascinating battle for the lead between these two drivers, with Hayje pipping Keegan’s 
familiar British Air Ferries March 743 by less than a car’s length in the first heat, and 


Keegan turning the tables in the second. 


However, with Keegan and Hayje getting the lion’s share of the honours, the race perhaps 
had two moral victors, for whithout a doubt the Marches of Bruno Giacomelli and Stephen. 


South were the fastest cars on the track. 


Giacomelli, after gaining a spectacular pole position, trailed South for the early laps 
before establishing overall control and. threatening to run away with the race. However, the 
Italian’s enthusiasm got the better of him and he damaged his nosecone (and chances of 


victory) with an off-course excursion. 


This left South with a lead which he extended all the time over the squabbling Keegan and. 


Hayje. South’s smooth and impressive driving looked set to bring him the success he so 
deserves, but a jammed throttle sent him limping into the pits and out of contention. He was 
able to prove a point in the second heat by coming through from the back row with. 
Giacomelli rapidly to catch the leading duo, who were still hard at it. Giacomelli fell off yet 
again, but-Stephen continued to lap visibly quicker than anybody else and actually took the 
lead from Keegan on the very last lap. A slight error at one of the circuit’s chicanes allowed 
Keegan and Hayje back through to roar home, literally hundredths of a second apart after 
the longest, and undoubtedly the best, Formula 3 dice of the year. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Perhaps it was because the race was organized at 
such hort notice that the entry for last Sunday’s 
Grote Prijs van Zolder was rather disa poring, 
The race had been originally down as a ShellSport 
5000 round, but the Belgian organizers, having 
suffered at the poor showings offered up by these 
cars in recent seasons, felt that Formula 3, after 
its good showing last year, was the class of racing 
tohave. - 

The race was instigated by BP (Belgium) who, 
with additional sponsorship from Ford. Wildcat 
Jeans, Coca-Cola and Stella Artois (beer), put up 
an excellent prize fund in order to attract the very 


best European F3 racing had to offer. There was. 


over £1000 to be won. Sadly, there were clashing 
National fixtures in Sweden, Italy and Germany 
where many of the expected runners chose to go, 
probably through prior committments. What was 
even more depressing was that very few of the 
competitors who had been at the Zandvoort 


European Championship round five days 
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beforehand bothered to come, and there were no 


Italians or Germans at all. One Danish competitor 
who did come was Jac Nellemann, and he openly 
expressed surprise that his fellow countrymen 
(Swedes included) bothered to go all the way to 
Knutsdorp “where the prize money was under 
£50’. At Zolder it was £500 plus quite a lot extra 
in bonuses. 


Through the organizational capabilities of 
MRC, all the leading British runners travelled 
over, with one or two exceptions. In all there were 
a mere 17 rumners, and the organizers weren’t 
exactly enamoured with F3, although in defence 
of this poor turnout the quality rather than the 
quantity was the key. 


‘“‘They actually race Formula 1 cars here?” said 
a surprised Rupert Keegan when he arrived at the 
circuit for some private testing earlier in the 
week. In fact, virtually all the runners took 
advantage of this facility, all except Bruno 
Giacomelli. And it was Bruno who ended up on 


the pole. - 


ae ee Se CT Te oe 
first of the two Saturday practice sesaiems m 5 
immaculate works March-Toyota 763. Within hz 
a Mepest mes in wire. found his wey arou! 
the circuit, Bruno was lapping panies e i quick] 

ins were inevitable but, fortunately, the Italis 
didn’t.hit anything. When the session was over | 
was given a rather optimistic pole time of 1 
35.6s which on-one would believe. It was lat 
amended (0.3s slower), but the doubts about wh 
was the fastest man on the track were alleviats 
by his efforts in the afternoon when, on a trat 
very greasy after a sprinkling of light rain, | 
posted a 1m 36.9s, 1.4s quicker than the ne: 
man, Stephen South. 

Supporting Giacomelli on the front of the tw 
two grid was Boy Hayje, the long and les 
Dutchman who had underlined his obvior 

otential in the ex-Hesketh March last year whe 

e drove it in F5000 races. His mentors, Toit 
Hezemans and Toni Hilderbrand, have in fa 
purchased a Ralt RT1 for him: ‘‘with the intentic 
of doing the Monaco race”, explained Hezeman 
Toine admitted that in order to buy the car, the 
pas its previous owner (who sold it because | 

roke his foot outside his home) £1500 over i 
resale value. Backing for the car comes from 
Properties, a progressive young real estate fir 
run by Bob van der Sluis (a former Dutch tourin 
car champion in 1300cc Alfas) and Tom Fzgel. 

Hayje, who admittedly knows the circuit, agai 
impressed, as he had at Zandvoort the previot 
week. Although he briefly tried a set of M& 
Racemaster tyres (Joe Broadhurst was : 
attendance) like several other competitors, Hay’ 
quick reverted to the Goodyear G54 tyres whic 

e BP series demands (this race was being run | 
BARC regulations). 

With his new March 768 still not ready, main! 
because Novamotor haven’t quite put th 
finishing touches to the BMW engine they’ 


. developing, Stephen South was out again in Joh 


Stokes’s regular March 753, the owner ver 
sportingly allowing Stephen to use the car in B 
rounds. South, who, hke Keegan continues 1 
impress with every outing, only  suffere 
problems in unofficial testing. He spun the cz 
over some kerbing, which graunched the sum 
and broke the rear crossmember which carrie 
the gearbox. The BAF team lent Paul Goy (wh 
prepare South’s car) a sump while Bruce Coat: 

ond supplied the crossmember. The only othe 
‘tweak’ was the airbox, which the team wer 
running back to front in order to prevent the san 
(which was blowing all over the circuit) enterin 
the engine. There was no loss of power becaus 
the low pressure area behind the airbox allowed | 
to breath cleanly. 

Mike Young appeared to be really in the groov 
with his clean-looking works Modus, the Britis 
pa Vee champion seeking a good result her 
and obviously hoping to get (and stay) on term 
with the guys who have been doing all th 
winning so far. Keegan came next, finding himsel 
further down than usual but, in some ways, h 
was fortunate in having a car to start with. , 
sticking throttle the previous day (while tryin; 
out some M&H tyres, which he reckoned wer 
fractionally better than the Goodyear G54s) sen 
him through several layers of catch fencing 
stopping just short cf a 15ft drop into “ 
swamp!”’ Mechanics Alan Docking and Roge 
Smith set about refurbishing the venerable 743 
but the fresh Toyota engine was filled with san 
and the old and trusty spare was shoehorned bac! 
in for official practice. 

Spectacular as ever, Richard Hawkins ha 
swopped over from the Ehrlich March to th 
indestructable ES5 which Mike Tyrrell had race 
the week before. Hawkins had this car goin 
pretty well, which the good Doctor Joseph put 
down to its latest suspension geometry. “It’ 
really quite a nice little car,” said Richard. Hirin 
the Ehrlich March 743 (the ex-Ken Silverston 
car) for this one race was local hero Pierr 
Dieudonne who, having no B&O drive this yea 
had found backing from Valvoline and Gitanes o 
a trial basis. Dieudonne, who is currently th 
leader of the European Touring Car series in hi 
Luigi BMW, had an engine expire in the firs 

ractice which saw him miss the second. Hawkin 

nt him his spare for the race, however. 

Danes Henrik Spellerberg and Jac Nelleman 
brought along their new Van Diemens, now wit! 
relocated oil tanks and rear radius rods 
Nellemann complaining of amazing bump-stee 
before it was discovered that the pabee points 
when the Toyota engine was installed, were in th 
wrong place. Spellerberg, however, had his poten 
Ford Novamotor twin-cam which he reckoned wa: 
just as poad as the poyotee at the top end bu 

cked t torque of its Japanese competitor. | 

Mike Young’s team-mate Willi Siller came nex 
in the second works Modus, this one backed b; 
Siller’s mentor Walter Wolf. Havwmg misse 


, aan allen: we. 0 A 
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‘other. was the only driver to mprove significantly 
im the second practice session which, in itself, was 
a noteworthy effort. 

Qlaude Cuicci’s spi Supernova, havin 
its second race with a Neil Brown pre 
Dolomite engine, may have embarrassed a few by 
ending up quicker than Tony Dron, who was 
making a reappearance with the troublesome (and 
fated?) Unipart-backed March-763. The car, as 
oy predicted, had its Dolomite engine 

ed by Holbay and, unlike Cuicci’s, this unit 
is canted over at 12deg within the chassis. As 
mechanic Alan Howell pointed out, “The engine 
has now been designed to fit the chassis, whereas 
before it was the other way around.”’ The Holbay- 
tweaked unit revs remarkably highly, according 
to the team (between 7000 and 9000rpm) which 
was said to be virtually impossible (because of the 
air restrictor) by another engine builder. Most 
interesting. 

However, Dron suffered an air lock in the water 
system during practice, while it was discovered 
afterwards that he wasn’t getting full throttle 
because the rods on the fuel metering unit, which 
operate the throttle slides and butterflies, were of 
unequal length. 

Young Ian Flux had a trouble-free practice with 

his pristine Ockley Racing Ralt, this car, which is 
now prepared by former Embassy Racing F 1 crew 
chief Allan Turner, winning the concours prize. 
Bob Arnott, who ceases to amaze one and all by 
his devotion to the formula which borders on 
sado-masochism, arrived with his car, having 
travelled over on his own! He had a hired Holbay 
Ford twin-cam in the back but this blew a head 
gasket, damaging the head itself, after practice, 
and so Bob set about changing back to his Neil 
Brown t/c overnight. : 
Completing the grid were two further Belgian 
“aces” and Giacomelli’s Brazilian team-mate 
Aryon Filhs Cornelson. Bruce Coate-Bond had 
hired his ex-Ingo Hoffmann March 763 to the 
diminutive Pascal Witmeur, while Claude 
Crespin’s BP backers had hired a “works” Van 
Diemen which didn’t get out until the final 
practice because of a tyre shortage and engine 
problems with Crespin’s own Holbay twin-cam. 


Qualifying times. le 
Bruno Giacomelli (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 1m 35.9s; Bo 
Hayie (Ralt-Toyota/Navomotor RT1) 1m 36.1s; Stephen Sout! 


rch-Toyota/Novamotor 753) 1m 36.5s; Mike Young (Modus- 
oyota/Novamotor M1) 1m 36.7s; Rupert Keegan 
Toyota/Novamotor 743) 1m 37.2s; Richard Hawkins (Ehrlich- 
Toyota/Novamotor ES5/6) 1m 37.6s; Henrik Spellerberg (Van 
Diemen-Ford/Novamotor 376) 1m 37.7s; Pierre Dieudonné (March- 
Toyota/Novamotor 743) 1im_ 38.6s; Willi Siller (Modus- 
Toyota/Novamotor pt im 38.7s; Jac Nellemann (Van Diemen- 
Toyota/Novamotor_ 376) 1m 38.9s: Claude Cuicci (Supernova- 
Trumph/Brown SF3), im 39.0s:; lan Flux. (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor 
RT1) im 39.1s; Tony Dron (March-Triumph/Holbay 763) 1m 40.0s; 
Bob Arnott (March-Ford/Holbay 743) 1m 40.5s; Pascal Witmeur 

rch-Toyota/Novamotor 753), 1m 40.5s; Aryon Cornelson (March- 
‘oyota/Novamotor 763) im 41.1s; Claude Crespin (Van Diemen- 
Ford/Holbay 376) 1m 44.7s. 


HEAT 1 . ; 


Both Hayje and Giacomelli made particularly 
r starts, eave nearly being collected by an 
Irate Young, while South and Keegan burst 


‘clear, 


March- 


se. -3 
kerb thir 
behind th and Giacomellii However, his 
enthusiasm lost him some time at the second 
chicane 


South continued to lead the pack for the first 
three laps, with Giacomelli now searching for a 
way past while Keegan fought desparately to hold 
off Hayje. Spellerberg and Hawkins were also well 
oP with them before a gap emerged to Young 
(delayed badly by Hayje’s start), Cuicci, Flux, 
Nellemann and Siller. Dieudonne was an early 
casualty when, after a spin, he noticed the engine 
was smoking and pitted for safety’s sake. 
However, it was only a minor leak and nothing 
serious. More serious was Dron’s Dolomite, which 
let go on lap 6, which didn’t exactly cover this 
expensive equipe with toomuch glory. 

Giacomelli dived through on lap 3 to snatch the 


‘lead and, despite several wheel-locking moments, 


the Italian pulled clear. Then on ae he limped 
into view with a deranged nosecone, having let his 
eagerness get the better of him. He made two 
pitstops, in fact,. the second to rearrange the 
replacement nose, before rejoining to set a new 
lap record. 

South graciously accepted Bruno’s faux pas 
and thereafter began to draw away from Keegan. 
and Hayje with ease. Spellerberg was surprising 
La ae staying with the duelling duo, but 
Hawkins had dropped away although comfort- 
ably in front of Young, the latter destined to have 
a lonely race. 15, > 

South looked set for a heat win, his style so neat 
and purposeful, but then the precautions taken by 
the team to prevent dirt getting into the engine 
were ruined when the throttle slides stuck wide 
open as South braked for a fast fourth-gear corner 
around the back. The March slewed about, 
missing the catch fencing, fortunately, before. 
Stephen got it under control. He limped back to 
the pits on the ignition switch, but it had cost him 
the race. The slides were cleaned and out he went, 
a lap down. 

So, guess who found himself leading yet 
another F3 race? He held that honour for three 
laps before Hayje, seeing visions of the chequered 
flag, muscled through. But instead of paling 

as may have been expected, Hey ha 
heen hanging on to finish half a car’s length 


"Spellerberg was an impressive third, while 
Hawkins and Young finished at a distance. Siller 


completed the top half-dozen having pulled - 


through the mid-field bunch, while Flux pipped 
Cuicci by 0.1s on therun in to the flag. 


HEAT 2 


Feta Giacomelli and South were lurking at’ 
the back, the main interest really focused on the 


-continuation of the titanic lead struggle between 


two potential Grand Prix stars, Hayje and 
Keegan. 4 
Again Rupert made a good start, getting the 
jump on Hayje into the first corner, while behind 
chaos reigned as Hawkins stalled on the line. 
Siller, coming through, swerved and collected the 
unlucky Arnott (who’d repaired a broken fuel 
pump from the first heat), while Dieudonne 
suffered a broken wishbone as a result. Within 


Start of the first heat, with South and Giacomelli disputing the initial lead. 
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“Henrik Speller 


Up front, Keegan maintained a tmy advantage 
over Hayje, the latter knowing that all he had to 
do was to sit there and make sure he finished 
closer to Rupert than the BAF man had been to 
him in the first heat (impossible!). Lap after lap, 
the pair of them circulated, never more than a 
couple of lengths apart and, just to make life more 
interesting, Giacomelli and South were carving 
through the other runners and hauling in the 
leaders at almost a second a lap. 

Predictably Bruno, who'd made it to third place 
by lap 6, got it all wrong exiting the chicane 
before the pits and = as spectacularly. 
Spellerberg and South had to take avoiding 
action, the Dane unfortunately clobbering the 
catch fencing, putting him out of the race. South 
was luckier (for the second time, too, as he’d 
nearly collected a slowing Flux on the first lap), 
and the chase was on. Further down the field, 
Young had recovered from a spin on lap 2 when 
Spellerberg forced him out at the chicane before 
the pits, and again drove a lonely race which saw 
him wind up third on aggregate. Hawkins, having 
started last and survived the startline fracas, was 
pulling back lost eo in the Ehrlich but had a 
touch of brain fade and fell off on lap 13 when he 
saw Young’s Modus loom into his sights. 

Suddenly the field had become decimated, but 
the lead dice was still keeping the large ctowd on 
tenterhooks. South, equalling Giacomelli’s lap 
record, caught Hayje with three laps to go, the 
Dutchman losing valuable sround to Keegan as 
he struggled to hold off the Bogarts March. With 
a lap to go, South split the two leaders. Was it 
Rupert’s race? South had other ideas, for going 
into the last lap he outbraked the BAF March. 
Out around the back, Stephen made a small error 
at the second chicane, Keegan had to lift 
momentarily early, and Hayje was back on his 
gearbox. They both passed South, and now it was 
down to the final corner. Keegan executed the 
tricky corner perfectly, Hayje just slid a fraction 
too wide. That fractional moment was enough to 
give Rupert Keegan his fifth, and certainly his 
best, F3 win to date. 


SS 


Zolder Grand Prix 
Zolder, April 25 
2x 20 laps — 104.88 miles ‘ 
BP Formula 3 Championship — round 3 

1, Rupert Keegan (March-Toyota Novamotor 743), lhr 5m 44.76s, 
155.578kph; : 
2, Boy Hayie (Ralt-Toyota Novamotor RT1), 1h 5m 44.85s; 
3, Mike Young (Modus-Toyota Novamotor M1), 1h 6m 19.50s; 
4, os Nellemann (Van Diemen-Toyota Novamotor 376), ih 8m 


13.90s; 
5, Aryon Cornelson (March-Toyota Novamotor 763), 1h 8m 14.40s; 
6, Pascal Witmeur (March-Toyota Novamotor 753), 1h 8m 34.90s; 

7, Stephen South (March-Toyota Novamotor 753), 39 laps; 8, 
Claude Crespin (Van Diemen-Ford Holbay t/c:376), 39 laps. No other 
classified finishers. 

Heat 1:1, neve 32m 57.3s, 155.193kph; 2, Keegan 32m 57.7s; 3, 
¢ berg (Van-Diemen-Ford Novamotor 376), 33m 0.2s; 4, 
Richard Hawkins (Ehrlich-Toyota Novamotor SoM) 33m 6.5s; 5, 
young, 33m 15.1s; 6, Willi Siller (Modus-Toyota_ Novamotor M1), 
33m 27.5s. Fastest lap: Bruno Giacomelli (March-Toyota Novamotor 
763), 1m 36.7s, 158.666kph (establishes record). 

Heat 2: 1, Keegan, 32m 47.09s, 155.998kph; 2, Havie, 32m 4751s; 
3, South, 32m 47.7s; 4, Young, 33m 4.4s; 5, Cornelson, 33m 40.7s; 
6, Nellemann, 34m 8.9s. Fastest lap: South 1m 36.7s, 158.666kph 
vert record). 

P Super Visco Championship t ebt (after 3 rounds): 1, 
Keegan, 27 pts; 2, South, 14; 3, Giacomelli, 10; 4, Young, 7; 5, 
Hayle, 6; 6, Chris Barnett and Nellemann, 3; 8, Tony Dron, Hawkins 
a Corneison, 2; 11. Ken Silverstone, Mike Tyrrell and Witmeur, 

pt. “ 


i dubble-qwik! 
Well, orl de cats bin’ jumpin’ out de bag an’ into 
de fryin’ pan lately an’ no mistake! Fustly ole 
Wombledi gettin’ de boot on account 0 how 
e orlways gettin’ de convenient headache 
enevah Max Measley fancyin’ a qwik spot o’ de 
ahnal chassis inspeckshun de nite aftah de 
co! Ole Ronnie am de nacheral replaycement, 
es he drivin’ de phoolles off de opposishun, an’ 
Pitractin’ orl de big sponsahs, to say nuthin’ o’ 
in’ enuff Swedish birds fo’ de whole teem, wot 
itively swimmin’ in de Gigantic Gothenberg 
Knockahs orlso de 
Mammaries etc. 


Maggernificent Malmo 


Strate from de 
Horse’s Mouf 


Ole Lella obviously needin’ de same pubberlicity 
agent as de amazin’ Anni-Fanni, Queen o’ FF 
2000, an’ hart-throb o’ de Drivah’s Changin’ 
Room. Ole Anni-Fanni reely makin’ de big impact 
on de scene, wearin’ de couture nomex by de 
famous Christian Stable-Dior, an’ waftin’ de 
irresistible perfumes such as Evenin’ in Hicksted 
an’ Ashes o’ Horse Dung etc. Corse, dis could be 
de reason why orl de udder drivahs rushin’ off in 
de distance, but ole Webby soon sortin’ out de 
rules, an’ introducin’ de speshul events such as 
Jumpin’ de Armco, an’ de 3-Day Eventahs etc. 
Since Divine Garlicky. joinin’ de ranks o’ 
Formulah Wun, lotta roomers goin’ on’ bout who 
fillin’ de seat in de Escort, an’ de latest bettin’ am 
on Princess Margret, speshully now Lord 
Snowdrop flown de-coop, an’ wot bettah crowd- 
pullah than de membah 0’ de Royale Fambly, wid 
de sree ant diggernity, plus de jewels, an’ de low 
cut Hartnell gowns peepin’ ovah de _inlet- 
trumpits, plus ole Phil doin’ de commentry an’ 
Lizzy wavin’ de Blue Flags, orlso Webby gettin’ 
de peerage, an’ bein’ known as Lord Spidah o’ 
Snetters. Orl sound common sense if you askin 
me, an’ even if it not workin’ out, de list o 
ssibles still impressive, includin’ Golders 
year, Jacky Kennedy, Mae West, Maggie de 
Thatchah, Christine Keelup, Mandy  Rice- 
Crispies, an’ de famous Raquet Welsh. None o’ de 
males in de reckonin’ not even de beloved Bleater 
Warble who half-way there, or de amazin’ Chris 
Mild who at leest three-quarters there an’ wearin’ 
de sequinned truss an’ de mink trimmed Britax! 


? 
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Makin’ Munny 


Orl de fuss ovah de wimmin not escapin’ de notice 
o’ de ace wheelah-dellahs. Monkey Green stockin’ 
up orl de crumpit he gettin’ de hands on, an’ 


SA 
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gettin’ de big ad reddy fo’ Ortosport Classified. 
Corse, he only de front man for de reel branes 
behind de scenes. Dis am de infamous Burnt 
Ecclescake, Formulah Wun Entreprenur, an’ 
millyunair many times ovah. Old Ecclescake’s 
last venture ‘am cornerin’ de markit in Goodyeah 
Tires, an’ protectin’ de innocent Club Drivah from 
profiteerin’ villans. This wheeze second only to de 
Grate Train Robbery as a means o’ rasin de 
reddies! When de drivah ringin’ up an’ saying 
‘“Mistah Ecclescake Sir, how about a set o’ de 
gummy G50’s fo’ de F3 March”, he gettin’ de 
helpfull reply “Sound like a reasonable swop, 
bring de car round an’ we give it de ole once- 
ovah!’’. If you ask me, it not only de RAC Post- 
Boys wot having’ de licence to print de munny! 

De moral obveeus. I gettin’ in de qwik bid fo’ de 
Kelly Remouldys Raycin’ Divishun an’ next 


seeson I enjoyin’ de ton eae pussahnal income, 


an’ de nine-carrot gold Rolls, an’ de Saveloy Row 
suits, not to mention de silk jockey-straps 
etcetera. If that wot ole Heath callin’ de un- 
acceptible face o’ Capital Radio de man not 
knowin’ wot he talkin’ about! 


Idi-Hatch 


Nick Brittle reely upset at not havin’ de cornah 
named after him at de noo-look Idi-Hatch sirkit. I 
dunno wot he moanin’ about. De nubile Angelah 
givin’ him top billin’ in de bogs, where de privit 
earole page hangin’ on evry nail, an’ makin’ a 
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clean sweep o’ orl de reddahs! Even Gerry de 
Marshall an’ Derrick McMahon poppin’ in 
occasionally, so ole Nick’s words o’ wisserdom 
gettin’ de widest possible coverage, which am 
only wot they deserve aftah orl! 

Natcherly I bein’ consulted on orl de major 
changes, an’ I speshully concerned with orl de 
specktator improvements, which now corled de 

oo Aminittys after de drivin’ force wot behine’ 
dem. Fustly we layin’ noo foundations in de 
peaiol wot am a mixture o’ concrete an’ a few 

ard-wearin’ screwtinears, such as ole Fred 
Matthews, so it never gonna wear out! Next we 
issuin’ de Commontator wid de noo megafone an’ 
de tube o’ Zubes, an’ he currently practisin’ yellin’ 
in de loud clear tones undah de pussahnal super- 
vishun o’ Graham Banquo who showin’ amazin’ 
skill wid de hot curlin’ tongs on de genitaylia. De 
latter not an Italian Airline, but a polite soddnym 
fo’ bolloks, wot wid de paper now twenny-five pee 
an’ appealin’ to de different class 0’ readahs. _ 

Another amusin’ innervayshun am de plantin’ 
o’ de minefield on South Bank. Dis ensurin’ a 
constant supply o’ uer fo’ de‘spektators in de 
main Grandstan’s, wid de survivahs gettin’ free 
treetment from de handy Saint Joan’s Ambulance 
Crews wot dotted aroun’ de sirkit. We orlso 
introducin’ de noo classes o’ raycin’ an’ startin’ 
off wid de bunch o’ high-caste coons imported at 
grate cost an’ known as Indialantic. Dey all be 
rushin’ aroun’ handin’ out de free curry an’ 
Japati-butties, an’ sportin’ de latest in Belle-Star 
Turbans, an’ offerin’ free rides in de Hot-Air 
Balloon, wot blown up pussahnally by ole Steve 
Priory. Just let ole Aunty Beeb cancel de 
coverage 0’ Indianlantic an’ ole Webby havin’ em 
by de well-known shorts and curly under de 
Raycial Discriminaty Board! De man got so much 
guile it jus’ staggerin’, no wonder ole Wilson 
admittin’ second best an’ throwin’ in de ole 
sanitary! 

Meanwhile, back on de innerternational scene, it 
lookin’ like de grate white hope am runnin’ into a 
streak o’ bad luck. Fustly de wife takin’ a shine to 
de famous Montague Burton, wot droppin’ de ole 
tape-measure in mid inside-leg an’ rushin’ off in de 
distance faster than ole Laudah hisself. Jus’ to 
make mattahs worse, de ace Froggy rival Patrik 
de Pile-Up takin’ a qwik course.o’ lessons from 
Dave Morgan an’ puntin’ ole Goldilocks strate off 
in de armco. If James not careful, he be spendin’ 
more time on de front page than on de track! 
Grate fo’ de pubberlicity but not bringin’ in enny 
points in de champeenship! Still, I no stranger to 
de wimmin probberlems, whenevah I currently 
boracik on de- marital side, I ringin’ up de 
incredible midget Romeo, Rupert Keegerand, an’ 
he shovin’ a couple my way instead. This avoidin’ 
orl de tiresome tuggin’ on de forelock, which 
sendin’ you blind ennyway, not to mention de 
sprained wrist! 2 


De Commontaters 


You probberly noticed an’ appresheated de 
sparklin’ prose an’ flabbergastin’ wit wot 
streakin’ out de ole mikecrophones lately! This 
entirely due to de noble efforts o’ Yo’s Truly, wot 
bin’ climbin’ up de lethal ladders an’ riskin’ de 
Presidenshul limbs to add de inimitabble sparkle 
to de commentry. It orl very well ole Neville 
Haystack sinkin’ de trippul Gin an’ mummblin’ 
“Here cum ole Susan ka-Teats two abreast 
down de strate an’ floggin’ it for orl she worth” 
but who takin’ over an’ savin’ de day when ole 
Haystack collapsin’ in de inevilltable stupor? 
Simile, it just grate when ole ‘Norman 
Cleenaway strollin’ round de paddok an’ evrywun 
sayin’ ‘‘Dat am de famous inventah o’ de water- 
proof lap-chart, ain’t seen nuthin’ like it since ole 
ddystone cummin’ up wid de amazin light-bulb 
etcetera”, but meanwhile de rayce startin’ ten 
minits ago, an’ it damn lucky yo's truly up in de 
box an’ keepin’ everywun in touch, also swattin’ 
orl de bluebottles wot buzzin’ around, an’ kissin’ 
de photo o’ Antony Marsh wot he kindly left on de 
wall (8 foot by 6) etc. Still, it orl good practice fo’ 
when I appearin’ on de ole BBC to announce de. 
World Coup an’ how I de noo Prime Ministah an’ 
ole James Cagney not lastin’ five minits an’ so on! 
Jus’. wait till I sortin’ out de Guverment, then I 
takin’ over from Reginald Boozyquet on Noos at 
Ten an’ wadin’ through de fan-mail an’ tellin’ rude 
jokes to Frank Gardener as de camera fadin’ out 
etectera. Dat Show-Bizniz, one minit you keepin’ 
both de spektators at Snetterton amused, next 
thing you de noo compere at de Pallayde ! 
Mind you, I bin sittin’ by de lettah-box fo’ two 
weeks an’ so far not even an invitayshun fo’ a 
qwik guest-appearance on Magic Roundabowt. oO 
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David Stokes 3 hook off mechanical gremlins of late to score a well deserved win. 


CASTROL/AUTOSPORT 3 


TAVERN-WESTON RALLY 


Stokes’s rally of attrition 


By PETER NEWTON. 


Photographs by HUGH BISHOP 


In company with a number of this country’s leading stage rally clubmen, David Stokes has 
suffered from persistent competition misadventures of late. Since he acquired (via a number 
of interim owners) his first BDA-engined Escort, the famous ex-Adrian Boyd/REV 120K, his 
finishing record has done nothing to boost his confidence. This year has perhaps been worse 
than the final months of 1975; for it then appeared that the gremlins lurking within the car 
had at last been exorcised and were alive and well living with Jeff Churchill, Laurie 
Richards, Robert James, Gordon Batchelor and other friendly devotees. However, 
subsequent events have proved this not to be the case and the car has been dogged with 
continual mechanical misfortune which must have ebbed Stokes’s confidence not a little. To 
his credit, he has stuck to the problems and ironed them out as time and money permitted. 
Last Sunday the car began the Tavern National with a number of new items, including 
hubs replaced all round and a new transistor pack in the ignition. For Stokes, there was little 
more he could do except drive as hard as he could and hope the car for once stayed together. 
It did, and after a day-long battle with Richard Iliffe and, in the early stages, Paul Faulkner, 
he just scampered home after Richard had all but caught him on the very fast and long final 


stage, 11 miles in the Brendons. 

This year, the Tavern MC laid on an event which 
met with a mixed reception from competitors. 
There has been little or no rain in the south west 
for many weeks now, and in consequence the tests 
were all very hard and many were decidedly 
rough. The rally was in consequence a potential 
car-breaker and the number of retirements bears 
witness to a legion of drivers who. were trying too 
hard in places where they might have profited 
from attempting to conserve their cars. The 
principal incident of a rather less than generally 
satisfactory day befell Paul Faulkner who, while 
leading by a handful of seconds from the duelling 
trio of Batchelor, Stokes and Iliffe, assaulted a 
pair of stout new gateposts on the flying finish of 
the first Charcot Wood stage. This flying finish 
was situated on an uphill lefthand bend and Paul, 
obviously trying very hard to extend his lead on 
some of the first ‘‘real’’ stages of the event, was 
using all the road and some of the ditch in his 
efforts to get clear of the hordes behind him: He 
appears not to have been able to straighten the 
car sufficiently in time, and the pristine Mk 2 
smashed heavily into a stout post before cart- 
wheeling end-over-end. It was a_ potentially 
fearsome accident but thankfully neither of the 
crew members were hurt. No one remembers these 
posts having been there before when the stage 
was last run, but there is certainly no doubt now 
as to their solidity... . 
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The problems of running an event in the south- 
west have been well chronicled in the past, but 
before one enters into any discussion of the 
pitfalls, it must be said in deference to the Clerk of 
the Course, Martin Clark, that it has been a coura- 
geous decision to carry on running a National 
status event in the Tavern MC area at all. Rather 
than take the event to more amenable pastures 
like other English clubs have done, Martin has 
steadfastly maintained that his club’s repre 
sentatives should be capable of running an event 
within its own “territory”. That this year’s 
attempt was perhaps not as successful as last 
year’s is most unfortunate, and the reasons are 
many and varied. 


As far as most competitors were concerned, 


they had entered to drive forestry stages of a 
reasonably high standard in keeping with current 
high event entry fees and Forestry Commission 
charges. A number of unfortunate sets of circum- 
stances robbed the organisers of useful forestry 
miles at the last minute, and at the same time 
competitors were forced to compete over some 
car-breaking quarry miles which were of greater 
length than originally intended owing to the 
flexible nature of quarry working times them- 
selves. These quarries were also much rougher 
than had been expected owing to a lack of rrri- 
gation over the previous weeks. Indeed, the 
planning of this Oddpack-supported Tavern was 


suromtmnels: *+hou 


finalized and when eventually they were, the 
entire Trickey Warren stage had to be cancelled 
at the last moment and in addition several miles 
were deleted from the Kingswood Warrez 
complex. The reason for this frantic last-mmute 
re-routing was a decision taken by the Ministry tc 
forestall any additional publicity for the where 
abouts of one of Britain’s early warning systems, 
which is located in the area. Apparently the 
thought of rally jacketted spectators peering im 
over the barbed wire was belatedly found to be 
not acceptable in the corridors of power. 

In addition to this blow, it was discovered some 
weeks ago that the quarry owners were intending 
to work the potential stage areas on Saturday 
morning. (The Tavern was originally planned as a 
much more satisfactory Saturday event.) What 
this discovery might have meant. to the 
organizers was a last-minute complete reversal of 
the route, including contemplating a start venue 
far away from the first stage — a start venue on 
which the organizers depended in no small 
measure. There was thus effectively no, alter- 
native but resignation to a Sunday ‘date. With 
this setback uneasily accommodated, it was 
learned last Tuesday that rock-blasting being 
carried out in the Asham quarry meant that the 
originally planned stage route (which was in fact 
forestry road around the quarry) could not be 
used. The organizers were by this time short of 
stage mileage, so a quarry route was hastily 
devised. ... 

All these problems were added to those 
organizational pre-requisites such as competitors’ 
access to Rally HQ and so on. It might perhaps 
have been an idea to run the event as a sort of 
*fRonde de Brendons,” and base the entire event 
on Minehead. But the convenience and accom- 
modation potential of Weston-super-Mare was 
felt to be vital and the rally was thus planned with 
‘the Avon County resort town as base. Thanks toa 
number of “Associations’’ which spring up when- 
ever permission to run a rally is sought, the inter- 
esting Quantocks complex has been made “all: 
car personae non grata ‘‘for some time now. Wit 
the cancellation and curtailment of stage mileage 
at the last minute, long road sections were inevit- 
able and on one occasion during the morning, 


_ competing cars were being asked to travel over 40 


miles for two one-minute tests. These days, 
National status events are desperate to avoid 
these eventualities on both cost and appreciation 
grounds. There were thus one or two route 
anomalies and some service crews were a little dis- 
turbed that, after having plotted a very laborious 
and complex schedule, they were not.able to keep 
up with their charges as rally cars drew further 
away to the southwest. The actual running of the 
event progressed in not entirely smooth fashion 
with eit delays building up (principally before 
the last long Brendon test in the afternoon) when 
it was found that the stage had not been re- 
arranged since its pre-lunch use in the reverse 
direction. Coupled with this drama was the neces- 
sity of rerouting of the stage itself owing to 
severe cutting-up of the track in places. 

Sometimes the Tavern appeared to be lacking in 
strong middle management and one was left with 
a regrettable atmosphere of lack of finesse and 
experience which are so essential to run a slick 
event. Happily, the results themselves (although 
in seemingly lamentable absence throughout the 
day) were prompt, precise and clear at the 
Webbington Country Club finish. A combination 
of digital clocks and the work of the ‘‘Comshare”’ 
computer operated by boffin Martin Liddell and 
the Tynemouth DMC, proved highly effective. 

The overall impression gained from competitors 
was that this was an unsatisfactory event bearing 
in mind its status. Stages were in general thought 
to be too rough and often too short, with long 
road sections and subsequent delays fraying 
nerves and patience and resulting eventually in a 
finish on Sunday evening, fully 30 miles from the 
final control, which competitors did not reach 
until after 19.00. There are two sides to eve 
story, however, and it is a tribute to a sma 
team’s persistence that so many last-minute 
snags were surmounted at all. 

In terms of the championship, the result has 
thrown the scene wide open again as both the 
favourites did not finish, Faulkner having that 
very uncharacteristic accident, and Graham 
Elsmore’s old 1700cc motor finally expiring with 
no oil pressure one mile into the first Kingswood 
Warren. Similarly, in Group 1, Bernard Banning’s 
retirement, and Mike Freeman’s excellent result 
from a starting number of 72, upset the form 
book. None of these things appeared likely at the 
start, where the Saiciinmh Castrol rumners seemed. 
to have won most, of the primary mechanical 
battles against hitherto § umcooperative 
machinery. 
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Laurie Richards professed to be happier with his 


Century Oils su ed Mk2. His disenchantment 
with the car of late has centred around the four- 


lnk works-type axie location on the Llioyds-built 
car. He did not have time to find out 
whether he had the problem solved, however, for 
his engine cut out on the very first test at the 
curtailed Weston Airfield, and then persisted in 
cutting out until he retired the car in disgust 
before the start of the second round of “quarry- 
cross” at Merehead. 

Paul Faulkner’s immaculate works replica 
remained predictably unchanged from its success- 
ful Cheltenham sortie, while George Hill was back 
with his “small-valve’ spare engine after his 
pumber one unit had bent two valves and scored a 
piston while being warmed up prior to a test 
session. The spare engine was as used on the ETC 
Stages last year, and is now famous for its vibro- 
massage effects on account of an out-of-balance 
crankshaft. Jeff Churchill’s superb Mk2 was now 
equipped with adjustable works type front struts 
to complete its comprehensive specification, 
while Robert James had increased the ride height 
of his front suspension with longer front springs, 
sorted the handling, and fitted a new cylinder head 
from which he was hoping to attain another 
30bhp. Instead the engine oblige by missing con- 
tinuously, going onto three cylinders throughout 
the entire event, which pleased him very little. 

Jan Churchill’s Carrera reappeared with revised 
torsion bar settings which apparently aided and 
abetted the handling dramatically. He was sadly 
to retire after the second Merehead ‘“quarry- 
cross” when the gearbox cried enough as he 
changed into third. Piggy Thompson brought 
along his Page Feeds Carrera which is now begin- 
ning to look like its years, but which Piggy 
protested was in fact just “a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing’’. He was among a large number of com- 
ore to be very unimpressed with the car- 

eaking qualities of the early stages. 

Paul Appleby arrived with his old Escort (the 
Dolomite G1 car is now not expected to be ready 
until Donegal) and lurking under the bonnet of 
this venerable machine was a 1910cc pushrod 
World Cup engine which the crew members 
ae at frequently in cynical, jocular fashion. 

machinery responded to the occasion in 
magnificent style, allowing them to post one of 
the earliest retirements of the year (and instant 
life membership to the Stage One Club) after 
150yds of SSi when their predictions about 
melting spark plugs came true.... ach 

The Group 1 fraternity were led out to battle by 
Bernard Banning in the Castrol/Withers Avenger. 
His opposition included Chris Field, David 
Hardcastle, Henry Inurrieta (fresh from Circuit of 
Ireland heroics), Chris Lord in the Elgam Organs 


‘After the first five stages it wasn’t too bad,” 


was a comment heard repeatedly on Sunday. 
Certainly the first five stages, comprising a very 
short airfield ‘“acceleration’’ test, plus two 
quaniaes run twice at 30-second intervals in thick 

ust, did not perhaps inspire the most favourable 
comments. Merehead in particular was most 
unpleasant in places, with a barely discernible 
road to follow and a vicious yump by some diesel 


tanks which was capable of destroying both cars . 


and interior valuables. An astonished Jeff 
Churchill watched as springs, gear wheels and 
cogs rained over him and flew around his ears — 
but it was only Roger Evans’s stopwatch 
exploding! Jeff stalled on the first airfield and lost 
40s persuading his engine to fire, but otherwise 
had a relatively trouble-free run to finish a distant 
16th overall, content at very least to have kept his 
car away from the worst of the pounding. George 
Hill was another fancied runner who finished a 
distant 10th. He appeared to have no real 
problems throughout the day save an inoperative 
throttle on the six-minute Slowley stage when a 
giant boulder modified the floor plan. 
In the early stages the day’s sport was wide open 
as the short tests were not allowing any escapes 
to be made at the front. To pull out three or four 
seconds on a vr was good going. However, 
Faulkner appeared to be in charge of proceedings 
and with the arrival of forestry miles was 
expected to make a getaway from the battling 
triumvirate of Iliffe, Stokes and Batchelor. Sadly 
his run came to a very final conclusion at the 
flying finish of Charcot Wood. The car would 
seem to require a new shell at the very least. 
Already Elsmore had departed the scene having 
been lying (an estimated) comfortable third after 
the quarries. All Porsches bar that of Del Lines 
were out of action, but Del had a problem; his co- 
driver. For lurking in the depths of the Berni Inns 
car was none other than Coleshill’s answer to the 
late Howard Hughes, John Foden. As Del 
explained above the furore emanating from the 
peesenber seat, “How can I drive a stage when he 
eeps playing with the electric windows and 
turning on the radio!” The luckless equipe were 
wer to fall foul of a broken throttle connecting 
rod. : 

The G1 struggle once again was proving to be a 
tough affair, with most of the fancied runners 
experiencing trouble, Banning collected a 
puncture on Kingwood Warren, dropping 30 to 
the rest of the field, and then in the Croydon stage 
(Brendon complex) just before the late “lunch” at 
Minehead, he stopped in the stage with a holed 


Mike Rawson’s extrovert driving has found something approaching a competitive outlet with the 


Stock shill Kadett. Lack of power would appear to be the only inhibiting factor. 


_ was 


one Daked pEston. 


fine duel was developing between Lord and 
Hardcastle with Inurrieta a nose in front. They 
had all, however, concentrated on watching each 
other rather than looking further afield. At 72, 
Mike Freeman — the ex-Mexico circuit racer — 
stood just 2s behind Inurrieta at lunch, so when 
Henry had a halfshaft pull out on the last stage 
and Hardcastle went off for two minutes down a 
firebreak on the same test, it was Mike who 
skilfully stole the show. 

The leaders’ battle was very close too (although 
it was difficult to ascertain exactly what was 
happening). Iliffe, with plenty of recent driving 
practice on his side for a change, was executing 
another good rally, well within his and car’s 
capabilities; Richard seems to enjoy the longer 
stages and certainly uses them to good 
advantage, so nearly catching Stokes at the post. 
Batchelor, meanwhile, had fallen foul of the ford 
at “Bovis” — the first of the afternoon stages 
which consisted of a mixture of quarry and forest. 
He lost a minute here, and also a chance of getting 


‘on terms when the engine drowned out. Not so 


Mike Rawson however, who with a new 5.3 
differential fitted to the rather underpowered 
Stockshill Kadett for the first time, was driving a 
most dramatic and exciting rally. His progress on 


*stages was both rapid and spectacular and he 


finished a most well-deserved third overall. A pity 
that an expensive crossflow engine cannot be 
found to allow him to compete on terms with the 
better Escorts. Stokes meanwhile was also 
driving neatly and quickly and, despite never 
being able to relax, he kept his head and finished a 
popular and worthy winner, having never laid a 
spanner on the car all day. There were certainly 
some battered machines at the finish, including 
the ex-Rockey car now belonging to Randolph 
Whittal-Williams, who un on Kingswood 
Warren, burying the front in a bank and swiping 
the right rear threequarter panel. When the rear 
screen later popped out over some ruts on the 
decidedly rough Slowley (which in this instance 
perhaps aptly named), the hitherto 
immaculate Mk1 looked a decidedly sorry sight. A 
tough and sometimes tedious day, but a most 
deserving winner... 


Tavern-Weston National Rally 25th April 1976 
~  Castrol/Autosport Round 3 

D. Stokes/B. Andrews (RS1600) 3936 penalties; 
R. lliffe/T. McMahon (RS1600) 3943; 
; M. Rawson/C. Gray pel Kadett) 3963; 
4, R. Mullenger/|. Roberts (RS1600)4043; 
5, D. Beeby/P. Maskell (RS1600) 4046; ‘ 
6, G. Batchelor/R. Jenkins (RS1600) 4052; 7, D. Roderick/P. 
Southern (RS1800) 4059; 8, R. James/R. Davies (RS1800) 4062; 9, 
R. Cooper'|. Cosper RS HE) 4126; 10, G. Hill/P. Valentine 
Vauxhall Magnum) 4140. 


roup One 
1, M. Freeman/S. Suckling AS a ceae 4171(1 3th overall); 
2, C. Lord/D. West (Vauxhall Magnum 4233 (17th overall). 


SPECIAL STAGE TIMES 
SSj Airport 
1, Jan Churchill 63; 2, Mullenger and Thompson 66; 4=Freeman, 
Videan, Stokes and Rawson 67. 

SS2 Ashav 1 

1, Rawson 162; 2, Faulkner 163; 3=Stokes and Batchelor 165; 
5=James Hardcastle, Gould, Glover, Iliffe and Videan 167. ; 
SS3 Asham 2 

1, Farrington 157; 2, Beeby 160; 3=James, Stokes and Rawson 161; 
5=Glover, lliffe 162. ; 

SS4 Merehead 1 3 : 

1, Hardcastle 252; 2, Mullenger 254; 3, Thorne 255; 4, Davidson 
256; 5, Stokes 257. 

SS5 Merehead 2 ‘ ‘ 

1, lliffe 247; 2=Faulkner and Stokes 248; 4, Rawson 250; 5, 
Mullenger 251. 

SS6 Kingswood 1 

1=Faulkner and Rawson 231; 3=Stokes, Jephcott, Thompson, Platt 
and Farrington 234; 5, Batchelor 235. 

SS7 Kingswood 2 2 

1, Faulkner 224; 2, Iliffe 229; 3=Stokes, Rawson and Farrington 
230; 5=Batchelor and Ranger. 

SS8 Trickey Warren 

Cancelled. 

SS9 Staple - 

1=Rawson, Batchelor, James, Beeby, Iliffe, Fear 60; 3=Stokes, 
Ranger and Jephcott 61; 5, Hardcastle 62. 

S$S10 Hayne : ate 

1=Batchelor and Jephcott 60; 3=lliffe, Rawson, James, Freeman, 
Renee Fergusson 61; 5=Lord and Hart 62. 

$S11 Charcot 1 ; 
1, Stokes 158; 2, Batchelor 159; 3=Rawson and James 161; 5, lliffe 


162. 

$S12 Kennisham : 

1, Batchelor 81; 2=Stokes, and lliffe 82; 4=Mullenger, Videan and 
Rawson 83; 5, Hill 84. 

$S13 Timberscombe 

1, Stokes 89; 2, lliffe 91; 3, Mullenger 93; 4=Batchelor and Rawson 
96; 5=Jephcott and Adams 97. 

$S14 Whits ; 
1=Batchlor and Jephcott 81; 3, Stokes 82; 4, Taylor 83; 5=lliffe, 
dene: and Beeby 84. 


Croydon 
1, lliffe 524: 2, Stokes 526; 3, Jephcott 527; 4, Batchelor 536; 5, 
Rawson 537. 3 


- $S16 Slowley 


1=lliffe, Batchelor and Jephcott 287; 3, Stokes 290; 4, Ranger 292; 
5=Hill and Davidson 294. 

S$S17 Bovis : 

I, Stokes 234;-2=Mullenger and Rawson 236; 4, lliffe 239; 5, 
Jephcott 244. 
$S18 Charcot 2 

1, Rawson 141: 2, Batchelor 158; 3, Stokes 159; 4, Mullenger 160; 
5, Ranger 161. 
F titte Ges 2, Stokes 830; 3, Beeby 832; 4, R 837 

s wes S 7-5 ; 4, Ranger . 
“Mullenger 842. 
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Tony Drummond's familiar Escort, sporting smart new livery, dictated the pace of the day. 


BASS-CHARRINGTON NATIONAL RALLY 


Drummond domination 


Most drivers have everything to gain by entering 
rallies. On Saturday, one had everything to lose in 
the Bass Charrington National Rally. Tony 
Drummond stood out, and not just physically, 
from the rather average entry, which was further 
depleted by the failure of some of the better- 
known names to start. In such company he was 
expected to win, and the pressures were on him 
the more as this event was to be a special demon- 
stration of his skills for local would-be sponsors, 
Johnsons of Gainsborough. To lose. this event 
would not get him much sympathy, and could 
also lose him a sponsorship deal. Rallying more 
usually demands ironic defeat through freak 
mischance in those circumstances, but fate was 
kind to Drummond, and he took the expected 
victory. It wasn’t without the necessary moments 
of drama. The water pump on the ageing RS1600 
began breaking up three stages from home, and 
the car was nursed to the finish with constant 
topping up of the cooling system. 

And other competitors weren’t content to let 
Drummond have things all his own way. Geoff 
and Alan Simpson set 12 fastest or equal fastest 
stage times through the day and were challenging 
him hard, being fastest on many tarmac stages, 
but an indiscretion on one such stage sadly 
dropped them down to third. The real hard luck 
story of the event, though, belonged to Dick 
Rollett/Neil Turvey. These leading BTRDA con- 
tenders had driven well to a strong third at lunch 
and were in a secure fourth place by the final 
stage of the event, only for their recently rebuilt 
1700 BDA to blow up in an expensive way as they 
crossed the last flying finish of the day. The car 
was towed back to the final control but had to be 


excluded for not reaching it under its own power. 


So no place, no points, and a big bill. 

This year, the Tour of Lincs gained National 
status, and in deference to its sponsors became 
known as the Bass Charrington National Rally. 
But it also lost its place as a Castrol/AUTOSPORT 
Championship round, remaining a round of the 
BTRDA and CCC series. 

The extra cost and length of the National event 
did not deter the clubmen, for 160 entered, but a 
clash with the Tavern Castrol/AUTOSPORT round 
the next day made for quantity rather than 
quality. Due to start at number one was last 
year’s winner Graham Lepley but he non-started 
as his wile was expecting a baby. So first away 


= 


from the Hartford Motors, Grimsby, start were 
Tony Drummond/Phil Short in the Mk1 Escort 
still owned by Derek Carman, but sporting 
Johnsons of Gainsborough colours for this event. 
At three were the BTRDA leaders, the Simpsons, 
followed by John Eaton, Frank Pierson and then 
George Beever giving his smart new Mk2 David 
Sutton RS1800 its first major outing. More non 
starters, Malcolm Smith, Peter Clarke and David 
Stokes, left the top ten looking decidely thin, and 
good finishing places were obviously up for grabs 
among the second-line contenders. 

The stages were the standard Lincolnshire mix 
of disused airfields and fast, loose farm tracks. 
Extra stage mileage had not meant any 
deterioration in quality and the drought which is 
plaguing East Anglian farmers made the going 
perfect for rally drivers. Power was going to tell 
on the straights and the quick men soon pulled 
away from the pack. But the short fast stages 
meant that times were always close between the 
jealere) and a few seconds mistake could mean a 
place. 

The Team Hartford Motors/ShellSport Twin- 
Cam of Charles Eveson was in trouble almost as 
soon as it had been wheeled out of the display in 
the garage company’s Grimsby base. On stage 
two the crew heard the bearings rattle and some 
desperate oil pump tweaking could not disguise 
the truth that the big ends had run. Nevertheless 
Hartford’s honour was upheld by Bill Gwynne 
who took a very Group 1 RS2000 to first place in 
the class and 28th overall. 

On stage three, Frank Pierson’s day of troubles 
began. He stalled and could not restart. Later he 
heard a tappet start to get suspiciously noisy and 
Bee the engine an easy time, while also crossing 

is fingers that a wheel would stay on after one of 
the studs had sheared. The result was an unhappy 
12th place overall. 

The leading runners were playing a cat-and- 
mouse game through the stages. Drummond and 
Short were determined not to be first through any 
of es stages, and there was a lot of hiding up side 
roads. 

On the short stages the top places were rarely 
separated by more than a second. Drummond flew 
round the longest of the morning stages (SS3), to 
take 5s off the pursuing Simpsons, a margin they 
could not quite pull back even by getting fastest 
times by a second on stages 5 and 6. But on SS7 


they spoiled things. They spun and stalled on the 
fast, winding tarmac stage — the rear wheels of 
the car hanging perilously close to a bridge 
parapet — and lost some 50s to Drummond while 
hae 

David Grainger disappeared permanently from 
the scene on the same stage. He is not having the 
luck with his RS which he had with his Twin-Cam, 
and carried on a run of bad luck by sliding off 
down a bank and intoa dyke. 

So at the lunch halt, back in Grimsby, which 
came after only nine of the 22 stages, Drummond 
led by the not too comfortable margin of 13s from 
George Beever, while behind in third place were 
Rollet/Turvey and David Jones/R. Roebuck a 
further 17s down. Richard Walker was 12s down 
in fifth after a good drive, while the Simpsons’ in- 
discretion had left them in sixth place, 55s behind 
heise They were cursing that 50-second 
Oss. 

The second half of the event saw few retire- 
ments among the leaders, although Jones and 
Roebuck were forced out from their good third 
spot and the Bramfords broke a halfshaft after 
setting some good stage times and reaching the 
top ten by lunch. 

Sinpaon set fastest times on the first two 
stages after lunch as he began hauling back up 
the field. The second of these also saw John Eaton 
disappear, when the thrust bearing seized and his 
clutch failed; he had been lying seventh. Beever 
was keeping his second place secure, although 
being pullet back slowly by Simpson. Rollett and 
Richard Walker were also errepping furiously 
behind them, and still ory a handful of seconds 
separated them all. But the seconds were going 
consistently Drummond’s way, and he had pulle 
out 32s over Beever by the finish. 

Simpson pulled up to third, still 55s behind 
Drummond, while Rollett would have been fourth 
but for his last-stage engine explosion. His place 
went to Walker, with Doug Wallis 51s back in 
fifth. A fine drive by Jon Lloyd saw him bring his 
Imp into tenth overall and a secure lead in the 
CCC Championship, while Simpsons’s place con- 
solidated his BTRDA lead. Prizes were presented 
at 11pm — barely two hours after the last com- 
petitors had finished. coonitg even this, all 
competitors got their results in the post the 
following Monday. 


KEVIN BLICK 


1, A. Drummond/P. Short (Ford Escort RS1600) 3736; 

2, G. Beever/S. France (RS1800) 3768; 

3,G. Sines. Simpson (RS1600) 3791; 

4, R. Waiker/S. Cross (RS1600) 3826; 

5, D. Wallis/P. Mayhew (RS1600) 3867: 

6, S. Reed/D. Howell (RS1600) 3897; 

7, J. Lakey/G. Atkinson (RS1600) 3918: 8_T 
1600) 3938; 9. M. Biake’A. Northwey (eS 

; Derry (Hiliman imp) 3960. 


2600) 2355- 10. J. 
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TONY WORSWICK 


Blackburn driver Tony Worswick is determined 
to be one of the men to watch in this year’s 
Pirelli/CCC Rally Championship, and he has just 
completed a new 1600 Twin Cam Escort to 
contest the series, which is based on capacity 
classes. Tony has a long record of participation in 
NW events, starting with the usual apprentice 
ship in road rallying before becoming a devotee of 
the special stage. Sensibly, Tony has resisted the 
urge simply to go for the biggest power unit avail- 
able, and has looked at success (and particularly 
the CCC series) in terms of class results. 

The first recognition of his aggressive driving 
style came with a ninth overall placing on the 
Derwent Rally, followed by a class win and a fifth 
overall on the Highwayman Stages. A trip to the 
Tour of Mull led to a terminal ‘‘off’, and the 
Bullough Stages culminated in a horrific end-over- 
end accident while lying third. The necessity to re- 
build his: car led to the very thorough invest- 
igation of the latest preparation techniques, anda 
four-link design makes the new car ‘‘much less of 
a moving accident”. 

A company has been set up to market suspen- 
sion components, Stage One Developments, resid- 
ing at Phillips Road, Blackburn, and becoming 
the part sponsors of Tony’s rallying. The new car 
was given its debut at Morecambe CC’s Test Day 
at Flookburgh Airfield and its painstaking design 
and construction was vindicated with BTD, ahead 
of several competitive 2-litre cars. 

Navigational direction this season comes from 
Maurice Ellison and, as well as throwing off the 
memory of his two accidents, Tony Worswick has 
his sights set very firmly on national recognition 
before the end of 1976. 


Tony Worswick in action on the Bullough Trophy 
Rally prior to a spectacular end-overend accident. 


DAVID KENNEDY & DEREK DALY 


David Paul Kennedy was born on. January 15, 
1953, in Sligo on the West coast of Ireland, but 
soon moved to the Dundrum area of Dublin, 
where Derek Patrick Daly was born on March 11, 
1953. Little did the good people of Dundrum know 
what they were in for, because a certain Mr and 
Mrs Jordan had already begat their son Eddie, 
and a few months after Derek arrived in the 
world, along came Bernard Devaney. All within a 
quarter of a mile of each other; there seems to bea 
moral there somewhere — if you want your son to 
become a racing driver, go and livein Dundrum! 
At school Derek excelled at soccer and rugby, 
while David was the school chess champion, 
which should stand him in good stead when it 
comes to working out tactics in a slipstreaming 
bunch. Having decided that they ought to be 
racing drivers, Derek went off and acquired a 
Mini for stock car racing while David found an 
ancient Lotus 51 for Formula Ford. ‘‘They all 
laughed at the Mini to begin with. The car to have 
at the time was a Zodiac or something like that’. 


With David acting as mechanic, however, Derek - 


at the age of 19, became stock car champion. 
Meanwhile David’s Lotus, which was. allegedly 
held together with Jubilee clips, wrote itself off 
(when the Jubilee clips broke?). 

Rather like an Irish farmer works his way 
through a succession of venerable Morris Minors, 
David used up a Royale RP3, Crosslé 16F and 
Merlyn Mk11A in a variety of hillclimbs and cir- 
cuit races at Mondello Park, Phoenix Park and 
Kirkistown in the days when Jay Pollock was 
king. Derek, after three months as an accountant 
with the Gallagher organisation, decided his rac- 
ing interest would be better served as a panel- 
beater and at the same time took unto himself a 
Lotus 61 which had already suffered at the hands 
of Eddie Jordan. Despite this, it was still good 
enough to win the class of the Sexton Trophy (the 
Irish speed championship), helped by an outright 
win against Atlantics and Clubmiiiis cars at the 
Cruagh hillclimb. 

With the Lotus, Derek had followed its previous 
owner, to Aintree one weekend, but David had 
still confined his activities to Irish soil. The end of 
1974 came, and the pair were penniless. From the 
think tank emerged the suggestion that it was 
possible to earn big money mining in Australia. 
No sooner said than done. Derek and David arri- 
ved in Perth and asked where the nearest mine 
was. ‘‘There was this one road 2000 miles long 
which led nowhere except the mine so we went 
along it and started work”. By working up to 16 
hours a day in an iron ore surface mine for five 
months, which brought in no less than £450 for 


» the last fortnight for each of them, they were able 


to return to Dundrum with the necessary funds to 
finance a proper season of FF1600. 

David ordered a Crosslé while Derek acquired 
the ex-Gary Gibson Crosslé 25F. David started 
the season late but concentrated on Irish races, 


© winning his last six before visiting England for 
the first time for the FF Festival at Snetterton. 


On a previously unseen circuit, in the midst of the 
aces, David led his heat from the front row, fini- 


shed third, but was docked 10s for a jump start 
In the final he worked his way up to fifth befor 
going off. Derek’s season began with a poo 
engine and the 25F had its last race at the Iris] 
FF Festival in June at Mondello, when Derel 
went off trying to pass Bernard Devaney. The cai 
was a write-off and he had no money left. 

But it was not a case of back to the iron or 
mine; for Crosslé stepped in with the offer of « 
new 30F on favourable terms, and a Minister eng 
ine. Eight wins came at once, lap records equallec 
at Mondello, Kirkistown, Snetterton, and a 
Phoenix Park where he emerged 14th from what 
sounds like a typically Irish FF tangle at the firs! 
corner, and carried on to a superb win. For all this 
Derek was awarded the Irish Driver of the Yea 
Billy Stewart Memorial Trophy. 

For 1976 Derek, having displayed his talent this 
side of the Irish sea, was offered a works deal by 
Crosslé. Hawke and Van Dieman and chose the 
last because it also offered the prospect o! 
FF 2000 and F3 later. He moved into a flat ir 
Northampton with Bernard Devaney, and went to 
work for Roger Springett at Rugby, where the 
obsolete F1 Shadows were being prepared. When 
questioned about his specific tasks, Derek seemed 
to be unsure, but conceded that he had probabl 
not done more than one day’s work in any wee 
since he started, although he knew there was a 
very good machine in one corner dispensing oxtail 
soup! Despite a win at Brands Hatch at the Race 
of Champions meeting, and several finishes in the 
points elsewhere, Derek has been unhappy with 
the Van Diemen and has switched to Pras hav- 
ing seen the way Bernard for one can make the 
new DL15 goso well. 

David decided that it was about time he vent- 


- uredregularly to England, too. He‘‘found” arather 


dubious Bedford coach and shipped the Crosslé 
over in it, both vehicles painted a sinister black. 
Sponsorship was obtained from John Hynes, a 
wealthy enthusiast and production saloon racer, 
whose company, Group Waterworks Ltd, supplies 
water systems to the Irish government. David 


-has set up home for the year in his coach, known 


affectionately as the Kennedy Hilton. The results 
so far have been highly promising for someone 
coming new to every circuit on which he has raced 
against the English regulars, and include a fine 
Easter Monday win at Mallory Park. There had 
been an unfortunate setback at Mallory earlier, 
when David became the scapegoat for a good deal 
of overzealous driving by numerous competitors: 
‘They were all doing it to me, so I thought it was 
alright over here’”’. 

Drivers are frequently berated these days, often 
unfairly, for not doing enough to publicize their 
efforts and make themselves known to the world 
at large. Often someone can be a first-class driver 
but be totally introverted, which makes public 
speaking difficult. Two men who combine the 
blammey with the ability to make racing cars go 
faster than most are David Kennedy and Derek 
Daly. And given reasonable luck. at leest one o 
ioe could become Dublin's first Grand Prix 

ver. 
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JODY SCHECKTER’s exclusive track test of a revolutionary Formula 1 racing car 
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Tac my te. : Oics * 2 
wheel Project 34 Elf Tyrrell It was jus bike 
driving a saloon car. 

I couldn't see the front wheels. I couldn't aim at 
the apex of the corner, I had to judge it and move 
in bit by bit each lap until I touched the apex. 
Then I knew where I was. It really was just like 
driving a saloon again. 

The other strange feeling driving it for the first 
time was that it felt like driving a pair of roller 
skates. The second pair of front wheels felt as if 
they were right underneath me. It really was a 
very uncanny feeling. But despite these two 
differences it didn’t take long to get the feel of the 
car and work myself into a revised technique to 
drive it. Strangely, the technique isn’t radically 
different. I guess the easiest comparison for the 
everyday motorist would be that it’s just like the 
change-over from driving a left-hand-drive car to 
a right-hand-drive model. 

Before I’d got used to the narrowness of the 
front end I was going into corners and dis- 
covering on the way out that I’d missed the apex 
by feet. Then, as I moved over and came closer to 
the apex next time around, I’d find that I was able 
to turn in later and on the exit I’d have room to 
spare. In other words, the car was much more 
economical in terms of the amount of road it used 
going through a corner. 

And very simply that means one is scoring on 
two counts: first you’re saving split tenths of a 
second going through the corner, and secondly, 
because of the clean economical line out, you’re 
getting up to your maximum speed earlier. I’m 
sure Derek’s rationale is much more complex than 
that. But that’s one of my theories on the car’s 
advantages. 

It was about eighteen months ago that I first 
sensed that Ken and Derek had something pretty 
strange up their sleeve. Ken would say things to 
me like, ‘‘How would you likea car with 20% more 
adhesion on the front?” And “What do you think 
about a front track a foot narrower?” I knew 
there was something brewing, and I knew it was 
going to be strange, but I didn’t know in what 
way. Patrick and I used to try and imagine what 
it would be. We imagined all sorts of things — 
some of them really weird — but the one thing we 
never considered was a six-wheeler. 

The first time we actually knew about it was at 
Paul Ricard during a test session about a year 
ago. Derek produced the blueprints for the car, 
sat back, and simply said, ‘“There you are. What 
do you think of that?” I think Patrick said 
something like “Zoot alors’, and I said ‘‘Jeeze’’ or 
something equally eloquent. There really isn’t 
very much you can say in a situation like that. 

The one thing I did know was that it would 
work. Because I have a.great respect for Derek 


rerieiit ® 
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right from the minute it leaves the drawmg board. 
In fact, we often joke with Derek that his biggest 
set-backs are the drivers. The 007 was more conr 
petitive in its first half-dozen races that it is now 
that the drivers have been developing it . . . 

The other really interesting thing about the six- 
wheeler is people’s reaction to it. When it was first 
shown to the press at the Elf reception there were 
sniggers, and people didn’t know whether to 
laugh or applaud. The reaction with the drivers 
and team managers was much the same. They 
poked fun at it and were always pulling our leg 
about it. Now that we’ve run it, the drivers just 
try very hard to ignore it. And the team 
managers! Every time it turns a wheel they’re 
over to the rail with a stopwatch in their hand like 
a bunch of startled jack rabbits. 

But back to the car. Most people want to know 
what it feels like to have four wheels up front. 
Well, the answer is that you don’t know you've 
got four wheels up there. It feels just like it does 
with two. But what you do notice is that it steers 
where you point it. Normally pointing the 
steering wheel is only an indication of where the 
car is going to go ... eventually. At low speeds the 
car really does behave asif it’s on rails. 

I suppose the other 64 dollar question is, why 
do you need four wheels at the front? Well the 
answer to that one is that the narrower a car is, 
the faster it goes down the straight. But the 
problem is that narrow-track cars don’t go well 
around corners. Being silly about it, you need an 
adjustable car which is very narrow down the 
straights and develops a wide track when it gets 
to the corners. You can’t have that, so what we’ve 
got here is a narrow car with built-in additional 
roadholding for the corners. And that additional 
roadholding comes from the four wheels up the 
front. In other words, the bigger “foot-print’”’ of 
rubber on the road at the front end. 

In terms of straight-line braking we also have 
an advantage. For example, coming hard into a 
hair-pin I think I’d be able to brake later than 
most other people. But when it comes to braking 
when the car’s already set into the turn, then I 
guess we’re equal again with everyone else. 

With all that rubber on the front end I’ve 
noticed that a couple of times when I’ve put it 
hard into a corner there’s a tendency for the inside 
back wheel to lift off the ground. A couple of 
times I’ve looked into my rear-view mirror and 
seen the back wheel sittmg there, not turning. 
But you can make that happen on a four-wheel 
car, too, so it’s not something unique to our six- 
wheeler. 

Ken’s pretty cagey about letting the world 
know what the advantages of the car are. I think 
he wants other designers to get it worked out for 


from wet to dry tyres! i 
One thing is for sure, and that is that this car is 
one that needs to be driven “tidily”. By that I 
mean that it’s a nervous car which calls for 
maximum driver concentration, and it’s one that 
will perform best when placed rather than 
“chucked”. It’s going to have to be driven very 
smoothly. With some cars you can compensate for 
certain deficiencies by booting it sideways a little. 
I used to be very much a sideways sort of person 
but as I get older (and more neeped by Ken) I’m 
more convinced that forwards is the way to go. 
The whole team has got a great deal of confi- 


_ dence in this car. We’re all pinning our hopes on it 


to get us out of the doldrums. Bein honest, we 
haven’t had consistently good results over the 
past year. I think a lot of that has got to do with 
the lack of work that it has been possible to do on 
the 007 four-wheeler. The old car suffered while 
the new one was being worked on and developed, 
so it certainly starts off owing us some good 
results. I’m certainly pinning a lot of faith and 
hope on it. But at the same time I don’t expect it 
to come up with instant results. 

There’s still a lot of development work to be 
done. But you can see why we're all keen and 
believe in it. To have achieved these results with 
such little work on such a revolutionary car must 
point to more “unfair advantages”’ yet to come. It 
may even be that we wind up with a different con- 
figuration of car for long, fast circuits from the 
one weuse on short, tight circuits. Who knows? 

Long term, we’ve got ourselves a Ferrari- 
beater, of that I’m sure. We’ll have our problems, 
just like with any new car. But it’s the most 
exciting project to have happened in Formula 1 
racing that I can remember. I’m delighted to be 
part of it, and confident that we’re going to do 
well with it. 


This week's 
centre spread 


Due to make its debut at the Spanish 
Grand Prix at Jarama this weekend, 
the sensational six-wheel Tyrrell 
Project 34/2 Grand Prix car is 
pictured being tested by AUTOSPORT 
columnist Jody Scheckter at 
Silverstone recently. 

Photo: David Winter 


Coleman stars in a tale of two Fords 


By PETER NEWTON 


In Ireland, Billy Coleman currently enjoys the kind of fervent public following which men 
like Munari and Verini command in their native Italy. In case this statement needs further 


clarification, in real terms it means that waiting at every street corner in the most isolated 
and tranquil townships, and pressing eagerly over the rails at every rally halt from Kilkenny 
to Athlone, his fans, young and old, are there to greet him. When others pass by there are 


cheers and smiling faces, a friendly chorus of raised voices and a phalanx of waving hands 


raised aloft. When Billy approaches, however, 


a hush settles over the company, there is a 


palpable tension and an electric air of expectancy as a diffusion of reverent whispers haunt 


the assembled company. 


As the man passes, a reticent, slightly em 
greeting, the watchers can stand it no longer. 


barrassed hand raised in brief but heartfelt 
They don’t tend to shout for Billy, they clap 


their hands together in a very un-Anglo-Saxon spectacle of emotional appreciation, rather as 
a roomful of Livery men would acknowledge their after-dinner guest speaker. The clapping 


says it all: deep appreciation to be sure, but m 


ore than this, a feeling at once of revererice and 


individual identification. Billy is the Irish folk hero now, and there has scarcely ever been 


one who has commanded so much admiratio 
following is now so widespread that even cynics 


This reporter remembers an idyllic afternoon last 
Saturday week in County Kerry. The sun was 
bathing the rich Irish pastoral scene in brilliant 
colours, deep greens from the lush vegetation; the 
smell of summer and Irish tranquility lay heavy 
on the air. Our little car drew up at a deserted 
filling station somewhere not even marked on the 
Ordnance maps. It was simply an outpost in the 
middle of nowhere: A donkey watched disdain- 
fully from the centre of the roadway, its feet 
scuffing the dust on the broken tarmac, and a 
little An lady came bustling out of the tumble- 
down shack which served as shop, garage, and 
refuge for her, the donkey and all. She fussed 
around the car, drying her knarled hands on an 
old war-weary smock, and the deeply etched lines 
of her face cracked into a toothless grin as she 
noticed the “Official” stickers on the car's wind- 
screen. “And how was young Billy Coleman?” she 
enquired, bright eyes peering up into the azure 
haze. We confessed to knowing little up-to-date 
knowledge of his situation beyond the fact that he 
was leading. Then she told us what she knew. The 
information was correct (as we subsequently 
verified) and was of such a detailed and current 
nature as thoroughly to astonish us. This little 
outpost was miles away from the rally route, and 
no-one had been through for hours, yet this old 
lady, wringing her hands with delight and fervent 
hope, knew—she knew—everything there was to 
know about Billy at that moment. She was out 
there with him, her mind following the path of the 
flashing white Motorcraft car as it arrowed 
through the staggering scenery. She knew the car 
was a Ford: she was not certain of what type, but 
she knew Billy Coleman’s rally almost as well as 
he did himself. 

Perhaps it would be true to say that Billy 
suffers somewhat from a lack of motivation when 
he is seen in the UK. Over here it is almost as 
though he feels lost amid a galaxy of similar 
entrants, and he is probably more struck than 
most with a feeling of futility and hollowness of 
the national scene. Give him a works’ car, 
however, and instruct him to win an international 
rally, and he will try everything in his power to do 
so. We all know his powers are considerable. In 
winning the Circuit of Ireland for the second 
successive time, he showed coolness and presence 
of mind during this ane and hard rally which fully 
justified the faith whi Ford pinned on him when 
they again loaned him the Roger Clark tarmac 
specification Escort, which the latter had last 
used on the Firestone. For Ford’s representative 
in Ireland, the company could not have made a 
better choice. 

The results of this rally again underline the 
shift in the balance of power between Porsche and 
Ford in these sort of long-distance tarmac 
spectaculars. Russell Brookes com leted the Ford 
fait accompli with another super ative fighting 
ooo in the new Andrews Heat tarmac 

scort and Russell, who always relishes the 
prospect of “real rallying’, traded times with 
Coleman as the two men thoroughly and 
completely outdistanced the opposition. It was a 
most regrettable electrical failure on the first 


Top: Billy Coleman's Motorcraft Escort which 
carried the Irish folk hero to his second successive 
win. Bottom: Russell Brookes and his new Tarmac 


Escort — another superb performance. 
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n, concern and respect. The extent of his 


can be readily taken by surprise. 


stage of the Killarney ‘‘Sunday Run”. which 
robbed the Circuit of what might have been a 
titanic struggle between the two of them. Russell 
fought back strongly after the infliction of a 
‘“maximum’” to overtake the smooth and reliable 
Dessie McCartney, but had nevertheless to be 
content with second place, the two Fords easing 
back dramatically in the later stages. The only 
real glimpse which any other competitors ever had 
of the two flying Fords was in the early stages 
when a combination of circumstances forced them 
to run on Manx-compound racers with a new 
experimental hand-cut pattern. The result proved 
to be most unsatisfactory and both Fords, over- 
steering dramatically, were visibly forcing their 
drivers to 11/10ths in order to stay in touch with 
the Porsches. Once the ever faithful CR82 racers 
were substituted, they shrugged off the 


_ opposition and dominated totally. 


This year, the circuit of Ireland was also the 
scene of the Chequered Flag’s second major 
triumph as Per-Inge Walfridsson peouEn the 
difficult beast home into fourth overall on an 
event which very few would have been foolhardy 


. enough to suggest the car might finish. Per drove 


the car well within his own limits. The idea was to 
try to finish, and much testing and further 
familiarization were in ee aa carried out. 
One of the team’s greatest problems is the lack of 
a regular driver. The Italian cars are very 
personal machines and require setting to 
individual requirements, just as they also require 
a pat a revision of technique to drive quickly. 
Very few expected the hastily rebuilt car to last. 
The fact that it did was a credit both to Per 
himself and to the unceasing work carried out by 
all the team; not to mention the painstaking toil of 
Ron Pellatt and Ken Smith, who built it as though 
by magic in the short time available. 


ENTRY 


This year it all started in Bangor and the route 
was arranged in a clockwise fashion, taking in a 
breakfast halt at Kilkenny before residing as 
usual in Killarney for the Easter weekend. The 
Monday lunchtime restart led the cars northeast 
to Athlone for supper, and thence via Donegal 
back to the north and the finish, which was once 
more at the Kings Arms Hotel, in Larne. In effect 
the final run constituted 24 hours on the road 
with but a brief supper halt the sole respite. As 
Russell Brookes said in Athlone as the quiet 
twilight drew in around the town, “It’s a great 
night for rallying!” 

The first session was also a night affair, but the 
Soak halt was of longer duration and 
provided welcome rest after the rigours of Sally 
Gap and Aghavannagh, before crews wen 
their way southwest via the Clonmel area and 
County Cork to the Killarney haven in the idyllic 
retreat of County Kerry. The ‘Sunday Run” this 
year did not include Molls Gap, which must have 
surprised some, as much furious recceing had 
been observed on the tarmac slopes of the 
infamous mountain pass! But there was still the 
awesome natural amphitheatre of the Tim Healey 
pase and the shatteringly fast sweeps along the 
akeside at Lough Caragh, which were awaited 
with eager anticipation... .. 

On paper, the entry list showed a somewhat 

ing paucity of foreigners to challenge the 


Photographs by HUGH BISHOP 


home ‘team’ of massed Porsche ranks, but the 
four principal contenders who did show were to 

rovide the spice which gave the rally all the help 
it needed. Billy Coleman was again lent the Roger 
Clark tarmac Escort in which the former won in 
Galway and the latter finished fifth on the Monte 
Carlo Rally and retired on the Firestone. The car 
was equipped with a rebuilt Brian Hart engine 
giving around 245bhp and, of course, all the usual 
tarmac specification — compression struts, fully 
rose-jointed front suspension, panhard rod and 
single leafspring rear. The car was Motorcraft- 
sponsored and started at number one, in 

eference to Billy’s resounding win here last 


year. . ; + 
Russell Brookes had brought along his new 


tarmac specification car which had been built, 
prnepe’y at Boreham by his own mechanics, in a 
ectic six weeks. The car was of almost identical 
ecification to Billy’s besides the exclusion of 
the extra-wide wheel arches, and weighed in at 
about 100lbs lighter than Russell’s old forest car. 
Last-minute dramas (also experienced by DTV) 
prevented the appearance of the car in Bangor 
until Friday morning, where the team were still 
busily completing last-minute jobs at 
scrutineering. Russell’s first drive of the car took 
place that morning when he drove it up from the 
docks. It was enough for him to pronounce that 
the car felt totally unlike any Escort which he had 
previously driven. His greatest worry, however, 
concerned the engine, for in the preparation rush, 
there had not been time to commandeer a chrome- 
sprayed alloy bottom end to match up with the 
uprated Hoyle cylinder-head, so he was having to 
make do with the steel-linered “standard” 
variety. Russell thus felt committed to restrict 
engine revs to around 8000 — something which 
Billy was in any case doing in the interests of 
longevity. Both these cars were to use the still 
experimental Dunlop Manx compound first used 
last year, but with a hand-cut pattern for the first 
time. They were to prove very unsatisfactor for 
both drivers, the tyres tending to promote huge 
armfuls of oversteer which was very spectacular 
to watch but meant nothing to stage times. What 
made this situation potentially critical was that 
delayed tyre consignments in both Larne and 
Dublin meant there were no back-up CR82 racers 
whatsoever for these two cars; a situation that 
was the source of not a little concern for John 
Horton, not to mention the drivers when they 
realized the deficiencies of their new-style rubber. 
ae 5am at Kilkenny, the Dunlop lorry had 
alleviated the problems, and Russell Brookes 
could really get to work. Meanwhile Billy had 
managed to keeps four CR82s from his cousin, 
Gerry Buckley (albeit of insufficient size), an 
these were fitted for the first time just before the 
Sally Gap 20-mile test. The times bear silent 
witness to the difference between the two cars, for 
during the remainder of the weekend Billy and 
Russell swapped times with an inevitability which 


would have undoubtedly extended to the first 


day, had the alternative tyres been available. 
Demonic work wrought by the Chequered Flag 
and their London friends had contrived a 
miraculous rebuild of the Stratos, Chas Beattie 
once again taking charge of chassis work. 
spare engine had now been fitted but without time 
for so much as a brake test. The car was visibly 
down on power as compared with the 
Ford/Porsche opposition. The team were in 
Ireland on Wednesday and some hours at the 


- Kirkistown race circuit served to set up the car 


for the diminutive Per as best they could. The 
immaculate machine was on some of the widest 
Dunlop rubber yet seen in rallying — a further 
development of the Camaro Gl compounds used 
by Stuart Graham last year, and if anything the 
tyres gripped too well, Per finding the car almost 
impossible to fling it about as he would have liked. 
It was only after altering the steermg geometry 
to give a lower ratio on the last day, that the 
driver became happier at the controls. His brief 
thqugh, was to try to finish. There were not many 
who gave much for the team’s chances. . .. 

There were many details altered in the format of 
the rally this year; but the basic challenge 
remained as daunting as ever. With many more 
stage miles than the RAC Rally (just under a 
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A firm favourite with the crowds, Will Sparrow was untu 


this year) and all but a handful on varying tarmac 
surfaces, the Circuit is always a phenomenally 
touch challenge and one which is becoming 
increasingly rare as a combination of ecomomics 
and politics contrive to limit the extent of our 
stage rallies. The Circuit of Ireland, however, still 
remams impervious to current trends — ‘the 
average.length of the closed public road tests is 
some six miles, and ten miles is not in the least 
uncommon. In addition, maximum lateness is 
limited to a paltry 15 minutes so the action is as 
remorseless as it is demanding. Service schedules, 
physical fitness and stamina once again assume 
the importance which they have gradually lost 
over the years, and the entire spectacle was run, 
as always, with a high degree of professionalism 
and set in one of the most idyllic rally lands 
anywhere. 

The Circuit is undoubtedly one of Europe’s 
premier adventure rallies. There is a romance and 
nostalgia about it — the ever changing spectrum 
of scenery, the uninhibited joviality of the people 
caught up in this crazy Easter carnival, the 
shattering speeds involved in the competition, the 
brutal test of car and driver. The Circuit lacks 


nothing in excitement and mystique, and a 


combination of these factors should make it an 
irresistible draw every year. Unfortunately the 
rally has been undergoing a consistent recession 
recently. Four years ago there were as many as 
240 entrants — this year there were just 106. How 
ene can events go on withstanding falling gates 
without recourse to altering the character which 
has made them famous? In Ireland, this 
regrettable situation has come about as a result of 
the rising costs of competing rather than on 
account of the pollens! instability of Ulster, for 
although the r 
teams in England on these grounds, the status of 
the rally does not depend on works support for its 
survival. Rallying these days is a financial 
ort and one wonders with a certain 
ess how long events as intrinsically excellerit 
as the Circuit can continue to exist; for, despite 
erous support from Benson & _ Hedges 


hers), and the ever faithful Irish Tourist 


Board, one feels that'the organizers will be forced 
to make some concessions soon. 
The task of organisation is a mammoth one and 


® is not helped by the fact that a northern-based. 


runs an event whose prime territory lies in 
Eire. The UAC have faithfully toed the ECR line 
up to now, hoping for the granting of high status 
to make their rally a matter df priority for foreign 
competition. They have so far waited in vain, and 
Some serious considerations must now be made 
for the future. In the interim, one hopes that the 
report of M Dardoufas (Clerk of the Course for the 
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chy not to give DTV a fine result for his efforts. 


pRopale Rally, and the CSI’s observer in Ireland 
over Easter) will have more effect that that which 
was filed by Mauri Lindell at this very same time 
last year. 
Major internal organizational change took the 
form of the re adaay of Peter Allen as Clerk of 
the Course, following in the footsteps of Malcolm 
Neill (a difficult man to follow). There were clearl: 
fewer financial reserves in the corporate kitty this 
year and thus there was obvious evidence of belt- 
tightening. If Peter Allen had any qualms about 
the situation before the start he concealed them 
with inscrutible aplomb, and, as events turned 
out, he must have been well-satisfied with the 
efforts of all his experienced team who again co- 


-operated neatly to run a smooth, amicable and 


professional event. Last-minute PR difficulties 
contrived to lose the Circuit less stage miles than 
looked to be the case two weeks before the start, 
and last-minute road book revisions were carried 
out to the high standards maintained 
throughout the remainder of the presentation. 
Perhaps the nature of the event has now 
become something of an anachronism in modern 
rally terms, and indeed falling entry lists would 
seem to indicate that a revision of format is 
necessary. One might also say in this instance (as 
part of an alternative view), that classic 
adventure rallies of this nature should be pre- 
served and that it is the responsibility of the CSI to 
act now and put their own eae in order to create 
a European Rally Championship for Drivers that 
is worthy of the name; and not as at present, a 
shambolic collection of of miscellaneous rallies 
featuring © clashing dates, circumspect 
organization which runs from the sublime to the 
ridiculous in terms of international standards, and 


a complex, arbitrary and obscure scoring system 
which could be seen to be open to abuse. In terms 


of the current ECR anarchy, the Circuit of Ireland: 


stands on a pinnacle with the European élite. __ 

Pre-event dramas had not been restricted to the 
Ford/Lancia camp, as most of the prominent 
Porsches had had their share of trouble. Dessie 
McCartney was filtering through the Larne 
traffic on his way home after Thursday 
scrutineering when the main bearings failed on his 
number-one Maltin engine. A hurried overnight 
swap then took place as the spare unit was 
dragged out from under the bench; he professed it 
to be “absolutely standard”, but this was widely 
regarded as yet another counter in the 
‘‘psyching”’ game which was in full swing between 
Porsche pilots at the start. ... 

Brian Nalann was another to suffer an engine 
failure, although his misfortune occurred the 

revious Sunday in testing. The newly liveried 
Maca Tiles’ “racer” looked immaculate and 


sounded totally different from other similar cars; 
reliable sources suggested that this machine was 
perhaps the most powerful car in the rally.,Brian 
was running on special low profile Goodyear 


racers which gave him some persistent bottoming 
problems as the Porsche was already set very low. 

It was. not until the Wednesday prior to the 
rally that Cahal Curley knew he was to compete at 
all. Cahal has recently suffered a return of an eye 
ulcer which first afflicted him 15 years age. The 
ulcer made a reappearance on the pupil of his 
right eye. As he lay in hospital after treatment on 
Wednesday, the ulcer burst and he ra: idly found 
he could again see reasonably well. His eye was, 
however, weeping profusely, and although it 
became steadily better throughout the event, 
Curley’s problem was a peyeiologicel as wellasa 
physical one. He has nm under considerable 
strain recently as a result of the hospital 
treatment and was exhausted even before the 
start. His eyesight has never been 100% and he 
knew that the ulcer would again leave a scar on 
the pupil which would further inhibit his fine 
judgement of distance — a vital driver 

rerequisite as a 280bhp Porsche hurls itself at a 

lind brow or in fifth gear through unseen flat-out 
curves. It was a tribute to his determination to go 
that he started up the 3-litre Chequered Flag 
Carrera that afternoon at 3.00pm. 

David Agnew’s Carrera had just returned from 
a Stuttgart engine and gearbox rebuild and it 
certainly sounded suitably impressive. One 
component had not, however, been replaced: the 
electrical “black box”. Brian Evans returned to 
Ireland to try to improve on his fine third place 
last year. He was, however, on the “Manx” tyres 
— albeit of a different size and he was to be 
further hampered by bolts dropping out the 
suspension. So all was not entirely well with the 
Porsche contingent. 

DTV had brought a re-engined version of Will 
Sparrow's old Magnum, having decided 10 days 
before the start that the uphill task of buidans 
the new car in time was just not on. A sma 
number of tarmac tweeks had, however, been 
carried out at Shepreth, but as Will opines 
puffing contentedly on his cigar and watching the 

ordes of aggressive Carreras growl into life, “It’s 
more of a forest racer, really!” Will’s 
pericunanges in Ireland, like those of Russell 

rookes, have made him a lifelong crowd 
favourite once again he did not disappoint them. . 
. . .Besides, he was inpossession of the demon 
CR82s! 

Gerry Buckley and Brendan Fagen both 
brought along new RS1800s. The former’s, 
equipped with a panhard rod rear end (but not the 
compression-type struts), had been built in a 
staggering three weeks. 
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the Northern Excavators Mk2 RS2000. headed 2 
field comprising Ronnie McCartney in the Lloyds 
car (still with forest settings on the su jon); 
John McAlorum who had “the Computer” (alias 
Paul Phelan) sitting beside him; the irrepressible 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell in the A. S. Baird Chysler 
Avenger (with Ricky Bell et al in attendance); Pat 
Ryan in his own Blazespeed Dolomite eee with 
Martin Holmes; Henry Inurrieta in his eft-hand- 


drive “old-style” RS2000 (equipped with demon 


anish Firestone radial racers); and Phillip 
‘cCartan in the re-registered ex-Tony Pond Tour 
of Britain winning RS2000. There was also Ron 
Smith from Scotland in his Dolomite and John 


Lyons, the autostest king, in a BMW 2002. In 


dition the resourceful Fred Gallagher had 
again persuaded the Swede, Ben (henceforward 
to be christened “Bent”’) Lundstrom to bring 
back his eight-valve 1600 Toyota Celica which 
had been prepared in Brussels by Ove Andersson. 


This indomitable pair were once again to have a. 


notoriously riotous rally. 


Part 1 — Bangor to Kilkenny 

Last year’s opening stages 
phenomenally tough introduction to the Circuit, 
with daunting stages like Glendun and Orra 
Lodge following each other in such quick 
succession that servicing was all but impossible. 
The result was untold carnage among the leaders 
at an early juncture. This year, life was a little 
easier and the leaders in any case seemed content 


to play themselves in at a relatively easy pace. 


This pace was set by Dessie McCartney. 

David Agnew was the first major retirement on 
the way to the border at newry. In the middle of 
the spectacular Strangford Lough the transistor 
pack went into partial retirement, allowing the car 
to stagger on to the finish. It_ was this feature 
which had the hard-working Paul Martin (and 
friends) service crew re-timing the ignition and 
a Pping the fuel pump. Eight minutes was all 
Oy ad, but the problem took them 30 minutes 
to diagnose. Once found it was rectified in a paltry 
two minutes. Small wonder then that Paul, who 
had spent many long hours on chassis preparation 
of this car, seemed almost more upset than David 
himself. 

Meanwhile the enthusiam of Mr Lundstrom ran 
away with him on Bohill and Fred’s long-suffering 
eerents were treated to a grandstand seat as the 

oyota exercised an exciting roll, the result of 
which condemned the pair to fly-catching for the 
remainder of the event. However Fred’s digestion 
seemed to cope ber with underdone wasps, 
moths and other luckless animals which happened: 
to be sharing the road with the Toyota. A t ies 
extract later in the rally from one of Press ficer 
Gordon Harvey’s excellent news bulletins goes as 
follows: “Bent, tired of all the flies impaling 
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Unmistakably Ireland — Per Inge Walfridsson’s Flag Stratos setting fourth fastest on Killmakillogue. 


themselves on his teeth, decided to visit the river 
for a refreshing mouthwash. This took longer 
than expected, in fact one hour, and he was finally. 
pee out by 45 spectators and two farm dogs. 

e Medical team have been alerted to treat the 
new Irish representative of Swedish Airlines for a. 


severely clipped left ear, courtesy F. Gallagher.”’: 


And soit went on. 

Back with the leaders, Will Sparrow, driving at 
his spectacular best was not merely hanging on to 
Dessie McCartney, but was catching him in 
tremendous style when a rear tyre punctured two 
miles into the 9-mile test. Will nursed the car to 
the finish, not daring to drive too fast lest he 
damage the axle and halfshafts. On a British 


event, that would have been the end; here with 


just nine stages and 70 competitive miles 
completed, there was still everything to fight ‘for. 


e two leading Ford runners were both having 


a decidedly exciting time, but it was not the sort 


of excitement they had bargained for. Both cars 


looked as though eit were competing on a 

forestry event rather 

had been visiting the occasional ditch to prove it. 

ee were priority, but there were none to be 
ad. 


Group 1 at this early stage was being 


Mud-spattered from rolling moments earlier, Bengt Lundstrom somehow contrives to avoid another 


accident. 


an on tarmac, and both © 


‘through a fast downhill righthander. 


dominated by Sean Campbell, who was ooh 

most impressive, while easing in behind him, an 

causing a few heads to turn in the process, was 

none other than Henry Inurrieta who had 

ayes Jim MacRae to lie some 50s behind 
ean. 

As darkness closed in and the cars headed away 
into the sunset and the south, the leader board 
began to settle down. The Stratos, with early 
leakin g rear brake pines repaired, began to record 
some steadily quick times, but it was not until 
Sally Gap that Billy Coleman, who had by this 
time dropped to third,. borrowed the tyres he 
wanted, and went off in search of the leaders. In 
that one stage, complete with fog patches on the 
moors at the top, he took 40s out of the next car, 
and just under a minute off McCartney 
inexorably he began to draw away into a lead 
which was never threatened. 

The fatigue of that first night was telling on, 
Curley whose driving was, for him, somewhat 
erratic as he strove to overcome the problems of 
focusing set by his eye. A warped front brake disc 
did not help. Brian Nelson was also in some 
trouble with a weak battery which rapidly and 
repeatedly succumbed to the heavy demands of 
the lights. He was nevertheless third fastest on 
Sally Gap, despite going off into a hole from 
which Russell Brookes, still on the original tyres, 
was extricating himself. Coleman made good his 
escape and pressed home the advantage with 
‘ruthless efficiency to lead by 30s from McCartney 


,at Kilkenny. 


Part 2 — Kilkenny to Killarney 


Dawn, and with it a smattering of drizzle, broke 
the western horizon as the first cars left pare 
ferme for the first of eight stages into Killarney. 


‘Pat Ryan completed just one of them before he 


r accident on the moors near the 
finish of Slievenamon. Two stages before 
breakfast, during a disconcerting incident, the 
Dolomite’s front brake eeliper had broken off, and 
the disc had then shattered and punctured a front 
tyre. The next two stages were negotiated 
without drama on one front brake; but it was not 
until the second stage out from breakfast that the 
caliper broke off on the other, side of the car, 
locking one front wheel solid as Pat owen 
Triumph ploughed straight-on across the moor 
before coming violently to a halt again a stone 
dyke, destroying itself on impact. Pat was mira- 
culously unhurt, but co-driver Holmes was kept 
temporarily in hospital with a misplaced breast 
bone which had been pushed back as a result of 
the savage impact. It was a potentially fearsome 
accident. 

By contrast, Russell was a happy man again. 
With CR82s fitted for the first time, he rapidly 
discovered his new Escort to be a tremendous 
improvement over the old car, and he too now 
began td reel in McCartney as the cars wound 
their way through the soft southern countryside 
towards County Kerry. Remorselessly the two 
Fords began to make the rally their own. At 
Killarney, Coleman was on 198.28 with 
McCartney on 200.36; Brookes was closing, on 
200.47; Walfridsson was on 202.20, Curley on 
204.09, Sparrow on 205.16 and Nelson on 205.18. 
> 
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had a spectacu. 


by 2 collision WIth a nee 


#t so that he was soon back into 14th overall, 
48s behind a very exuberant Robin Eyre-Maunsell 
and just under three minutes behind the leader, 
Sean Campbell, who was 11th overall at this 
point. 
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Part 3 — Killarney/Killarney 


Fourteen stages, including some of the most 
memorable tarmac miles to be found anywhere in 
Europe, the Sunday Run is the zenith of the 
Circuit of Ireland, and Killarney is its focal point. 
A carnival of enormous proportions, the_town 


becomes a rally Mecca for three days at Easter ~ 


and even though many of the associated crowds 
do not come for the rally, the entire indigenous 
populace and their nomadic visitors become inex- 
tricably linked every year for one enormous 


weekend of madness. The atmosphere is unique - 


and must be experienced to be comprehended. As 
far as the rally goes, it is a day of drama and 
tension; 1976 was no different. 

The Stratos had been in trouble on the last few 
stages into Killarney on Saturday. Per had been 
complaining of rear wheel steering and it was 
decided to change the wheel bearings on one side, 
one of the few really time-consuming tasks on the 
Lancia. The last service point before Killarney 
had seen an incredible piece of pit work as Ron 
and the boys dismantled the rear suspension and 
changed the upright while co-driver John Jensen 
stood at the final control with his time card, 
awaiting a signal from the team in order not to 
have it stamped before they had extracted the 
maximum possible amount of work time. With 


just 5s to go before the car incurred road, 


cities, the snarling black and white beasts 
urst onto the scene and the stamp went down. 
The Lancia growled.into parc fermé with one rear 
brake only; there Hadnot been time to fit the 
second caliper. With just six road miles to the 
first test the next morhing, here was a precarious 
situation, but the car made it on time and was 
fully ready to go at the start of Knockacullig that 
Sunday morning. ; 
It was a stage which irrevocably altered the 
course of the rally for a number of leading 
runners; but the Stratos story is perhaps the most 
dramatic. Just over. a mile-before the end of the 
stage, Per made his only mistake of the entire 
event when he grazed a rock with a rear wheel, 
breaking the lower wishbone and thence the 
halfshaft, leaving the wheel hanging drunkenly at 
a crazy angle and the car crabbing along the road 
on full opposite lock. Per was forced to stop and 
John thus had a chance to write Jensen himself 
into the best annals of.co-driver immortality. The 
radio in the car was successfully used to summon 
the service crew who were as usual waiting at the 
end of the stage.. The damage took one hour and 


eight minutes to fix; but because of a very lengthy | 


-ultra-secure Coleman. By 


‘tney/Terry Harryman press on in unsuccessful pursuit of the two tarmac- 


b silencer chance of remanmme, = 
‘JJ” grabbed it with both hands, and taking 2 
calculated gamble that there would not be Route 
Check between the now successive stages, he 
directed his driver to plunge off rally route and 
away “‘on the maps” down a potential short-cut. 
The memory of the speeds on that desperate road 
section are best described by a laconic Jensen, but 
the Lancia made it by the slimmest of margins; 
the result of rare good fortune and the quick 
thinking of its.co-driver. A maximum was thus 
the sole penalty — not the end of the world on the 
Circuit as both Per and Russell proved. 


For Brookes, this stage meant the end of any 
real thoughts of catchi g Coleman. Without 
warning, the Andrews Heat Escort died a death in 
the stage. Russell flicked on the electric systems 
bypass but still nothing came back to life — a rare 
combination of a fault in the connection on the 
master switch coupled with a lead off the petrol 
pump stopped the car dead in its tracks. After 
effecting a repair, Russell went off in his haste to 
complete the test, getting out of shape on some 
gravel in a downhill corner, dinging a diagonally 
opposite front and rear quarter and bending the 

A. It took him 17 minutes to get off the stage, 
but the maximum penalty was only 12 minutes 
and leaders’ times for the stage were in the region 
of 6} minutes. There was still everything to play 
for and the following stages saw the kind of gritty 
feat for which Russell is renowned and for 
which the Irish appreciate his presence so much. 
His engine was by now.consuming vast amounts 
of oil, there bein is a leak in the rear crankcase seal, 
but this in itself was not critical so long as the 
rear oil tank could be kept filled. He had dropped 
to sixth place and nearly 6 minutes behind Dessie 
who was himself a further 2} minutes down on the 
e end of the day a 
lace. Russell 

cCartney; it 


remarkable comeback had taken 
was back to third, 2m 27s, behind 
was indeed a Sunday Run to cherish.. 


Lough Brin was one of the roughest and most 
unfriendly stages on the rally. It marked the end 
for Jim MacRae’s Magnum. Pope gat over a 
blind crest and into a fast left, the Magnum’s tail 
swung wide and clipped some rocks, partially 
going off on the inside of the road before its driver 
managed to regain control. The car promptly 
lurched back onto the road — and over a steep 
cliff on the right! Unknown to Jim, the car had 
sustained two right hand punctures on impact 
and it careered wildly over the steep bank, 
fortunately nose-first, where it came to rest 
almost undamaged but out of the rally some 5ft 
below the level of the road. As the camera-waving 
hordes descended, Jim remarked drily that he 
might have achieved real riches were he to charge 
royalties on photographs! 


The memories of another Sunday Run linger on: 
the breathtaking sweeps of Caragh Lake, the 
vicious shortwave yumps of Quarry Hill and 
Lough Brin, and the low foreboding clouds 
reflected in the cut-glass stillness of the mirror- 
like sea loughs. The distant sounds of tortured 


type Escorts of Coleman and Brookes. 
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Cahal Curley retired the Porsche on the road 
section before Caragh Lake at the Castlemaine 
crossroads. On Saturday he had been i 


with a warped front disc and consequent uneven 
braking, but the cancelled Desmonds Grave test 
gave his service crew the ideal op rtunity to 
change it. The whole car was looked over, and a 


new disc, new tyres and new pads fitted. Curley 
was back into the groove that morning and 
threatened great things. He was second fastest on 
Quarry Hill but it was to be his last good time. 
One hundred yards into the stage there is a 
vicious yump, the first of many. Curley was be Ae 
almost 90mph and just changing into third when 
he began to brake for the crest. The right front 
brake locked (perhaps it was a combination of 
unbedded pads and a new disc) and the driver was 
forced to come off the brakes and straighten the 
now very sideways car before it hit the crest. The 
Carrera howled over the yump, in Curley’s own 
words, “like a Jumbo Jet at Heathrow’’, to crash 
back sickeningly onto the road. The impact 
irreparably damaged the steering rack. A 
mounting bolt sheared and the entire mechanism 


’ began to come away from its mountings; giving as 


much as 3ins of play in the steering and gradually 
tightening up the steering action until there was 
no alternative but to stop.~Time. had all but 
drained away... 

On Sunday too came the demise of a spirited 
run by Henry Inurrieta. Between the control and 
the start line of Ballaghbeama 1, a carburettor 
fire broke out, caused by carbon in the mets. 


“Although this only took a few moments to fix, the 


crew were unable to get.a “‘perm”’ time’and. were 
thus forced to continue on up the stage. From 
here everything went sour and first a collapsed 
strut and then a “mobile” steering rack which 
was soon allowing 3ins of horizontal movement in 
the column rendered the crew OTL by the start of 
Curramore. After four stages on Sunday (taken 
on its own merits), the spirited. Henry had 
found a lead of 4s on Sean Campbell and 6son 
Ronnie McCartney, the latter troubled by chronic 
wheel lifting — forest suspension was obviously 
not the answer. Robin Eyre Maunsell was now 
fighting back with almost total abandon; flinging 
the Avenger over the stages with a passion that 
leant more to the old Imp days rather than more 
universally accepted Gi-style motoring. Never- 
theless, this spectacular performance was at last 
edging him into contention and he lay just 14s 
behind Sean at the end of the day. Ronnie was 3} 
minutes down on these two and a battle royal was 
promised for the last, wearing 24-hour thrash. 


Part 4 — Killarney to Athlone 


Dt POI Reed alae ee” healer) di RE = 
Just as on the previous day, drama was all- 
_ pervasive right at the start. In this case it was 


soon after: midday on Monday when five miles 
into Gortnagane, Sparrow lost one.ofhis front 
wheels as he prepared to turn in for a fast right- 
hander. Will was a comfortable fifth at the Une 
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z se of the departing wheel as it 
. but he continued for an instant, con- 
vin thet he merely had a puncture. The 
Magnum crashed down on disc and front suspen- 
sion assembly, badly damaging both, while the 
wheel raced away into the fields. The entire team 
are convinced that sabotage in parc Bele is the 
only answer as five stages had already been 
driven the previous day on these wheels, which 
had in any case been torqued up on the Sunday 
evening. In addition it was found that although 
three studs had sheared off completely, one 
remained totally unscarred; suggesting that one 
nut could well have been loosened. Certainly the 
Vauxhall’s parking position in the parc could have 
rendered foul play easily possible. It was another 
sad and cruelly unlucky blow to a team which, 
under the pensive guidance of Gerry Johnstone, 
have at last been making great strides forward 
this year. Another “maximum” dropped Will to 
seventh place, but he rapidly hauled in Gerry 
Buckley again (the. latter suffering a gearbox 
malady). Despite this setback DTV have not been 
in such a.confident mood for many moths and 
their only other problems of the entire rally were a 
slight misfire on Sunday which Gerr suspected 
might be connected to the rev limiter. He 
promptly switched it off, allowing Mr Sparrow to 
prove that the latest breed of Blydenstein engines 
are not merely good for 8200rpm, but also brief 
visits to 10,000 as well! Vauxhall fortunes are 
clearly on the turn. 

Peete was also the final resting place of 
the Tuca Tiles Carrera when Brian Nelson made a 
rare and uncharacteristic error putting the car off 
the road and into a wall which pushed back the 
front wheel and vacated a safe fourth place. 
Russell continued to close the gap on Dessie 
McCartney, the latter aiding the process by 
having the misfortune of a puncture on a rear tyre 
in Glen william and being forced to run seven 
miles on the tattered carcase. By the time crews 
reached Athlone for the evening’s supper halt, 
Russell had slid past Dessie and was 5s up on the 


Porsche. At this stage in Athlone, with an entire . 


night plus a further half-day of rallying to come, 
25 stages in all, there were still 135 stage miles (or 
rather more than the total Manx Rally quota) to 
go! The Circuit is a tough rally! 

The leaders were now each comfortably estab- 
lished in their respective finishing order and 
pepebly slackened off accordingly, Coleman and 

rookes sharing the task of being fastest on the 
stages. Meanwhile the Stratos, its steering 
geometry altered by alternative holes provided in 
the steering arms, was finally handling “right’’ 
for Per. Had the car possessed the correctly 
servoed braking system and a suitably uprated 
engine, almost anything might still have been 


possible... .. 


Part 5 Athloneto Larne | 


If the final hours showed little change on the 
leader board, among the Group 1 contenders there 
were incidents galore. After dominating the scene 
for so long, Sean Campbell retired his RS2000 in 
Arigna Mountains when the gearbox seized the 
transmission solid after losing oil consistently for 
some time. pane Coriinayed proceedings for so 
long, this must have been one of the most 
depressing of retirements. But soon after dawn 
broke, as the pressure eased on the now com- 
fortably placed Eyre-Maunsell, he lost concen- 
tration for an instant and rolled the Avenger on 
Balix Hill. Not a panel escaped the ecological: 
hammer. Failing to lift off for a yump, the car 
bounced like a Trident on landing and tipped over, 
i end over end into a hedge. Thus a 
surprised Ronnie McCartney it was who collected 
the prize in the end. 
Another resounding success of UAC, and 
fully for sponsors, hoteliers and barmen too. 
at, we Soler, will be the CSI’s reaction this 


year 


International Circuit of Ireland 1976 
April 16-20 
B Coleman/D. O'Sullivan ard Escort RS1800) 484m 28s; 
® Brookes/J. Brown (Ford Escort RS1800) 490.11; 
© McCartney/J. Harryman (Porsche Carrera) 495.23; 
®4_Walfridsson/J. Jensen (Lancia Stratos) 501.45; 
© Evans/R. Rhoderick Jones (Porsche Carrera) 507.28; 
W. Sparrow/R. Spokes (Vauxhall eu! 3.38; 
7 J Buckley/J. Caplice (Ford Escort RS1800 518.41; 8, K. 
: peer (Porsche Carrera) 522.05; 9, R. McCartney/D. 
Seyt ford Escort RS2000) 524.21; 10, H. Morley/D. Moore 
Porsche Carrera) 527.58. 
1:1, R. McCartney/D. Smith (Ford Escort RS2000) 524.21; 
Re lorum/P.Phelan (Ford Escort RS2000) 536.38; 3, J. 
Lyons/D. Porter (BMW 2002) 542.48. i 
drivers score of fastest times: Billy Coleman 22: Russell 


1, 
z= 
a 
+ 
3 
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Dessie McCartney 6; Per Inge Walfndsson 2; Cahal ; 


22; 
Curley 2; Brian Evans 1. 
‘For special stage times turn page 21. 
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Donnelly’s March 74B trails the Chevrons of the Mc 


MONDELLO PARK | 


Having already won two Formula Atlantic races 
at Mondello Park this season, Patsy McGarrity 
completed a hat-trick of wins on Easter Monday; 
the tough little charger from Belfast also won at a 
recent Kirkistown outing to maintain an 
unbeaten record in Ireland’s premier class with 
his Savoy Motors-entered, Jet and Duckhams- 
sponsored Chevron B29. By contrast with the two 
opening meetings, the April 19 Mondello scene 
was much brighter with many more cars on the 
grids in all races, and the Dublin University Club 
ran through a lively nine-race programme before a 
large holiday crowd. 

Again Ed Mahon in the Komatsu Midget domin- 
ated the modsports race, with Morgan Dempse 
trailing by 5.8s behind. Arnie Black was 7s feek 
in third, well in front of Brendan Lynch. 

Mick Roe led the first Formula Ford heat for 9} 
laps; with Harry Acheson in his Crosslé 30F going 
ahead as a plug lead fell off the leader’s 25F. Roe 
then blew it by driving into the pit road instead of 
coasting across the line to qualify for the final! 
Mike Phillips recovered after a spin at Shell to 
second place in his 30F. 

The 1350cc class was despatched before the 
bigger cars in the combined sree) saloon race, 
and with David Hall’s demon plastic Imp still not 
ready, there was again no one effectively to 
challenge Stee Griffin in the Rolo Mini for the 
tiddlers’ class. Mattie McNamara and Rosemary 
Smith, in a pair of Escort-FVCs, were first and 
second on the road and in the big saloon class; but 
Mike Nugent in the Lotus Elan, the only over 
1350cce modsports car, failed to make up the 30s 
start difference on Griffin and was fourth overall. 
| Seamus O’Connor was second in the 1350 class, 
| then Fintan Cunningham took the class third 
after his nearest rival Cyril McCabe rolled his 
Mini at Dunlop on lap 8 — “It will be grand now, 
as it’s neatly de-seamed’’ was Cunningham’s 
message of consolation to McCabe! : 

Trevor Templeton led George Russell to a Van 
Diemen one-two in the second FF heat, with 
Crawford Harkness just behind Russell but was 
demoted to fourth with a 10s penalty for jumping 
the start. 

John Hynes scored an easy win in the prod 
saloon race, his BMW 3.0 CSI having more poke 
than the second place 3-litre Capri of Russell 
Connell and the Mazda RX3 of Ray Moore. Eddie 
Jordan retired his ear 2300 on lap 6, after 
siting wath Hynes for the lead and setting up the 
same best lap time as the big Bee-Em. 

-_ Ten cars made the Atlantic race, and for six 
Bee the leader was Harold McGarrity in a 
Chevron B27, but then Patsy passed his brother 
to bring his B29 home by 0.6s, and Des Donnelly 
was 0.4s down on Harold in third spot with the: 
March 74B entered by Gerry Kinnane. Bill 
Gowdy and Derek Shortall, both in B27s, had a 
furious carve up until Shortall nipped in front as 
they banged wheels at Dunlop, and two laps later’ 
Shortall spun at Shell to hand fourth place back 
to Gowdy. Shortall momentarily fell back to sixth 
pot after his spin, but he passed Ken Fildes in 
he ancient Lotus 69 to finish fifth. The other 
hishers were Pat Woods (B27) and Dermot 


Garrity brothers d uring A tlantic race. 


McGarrity’s hat-trick 


McFeeley, whose March 73B was lapped. 

The Formula Ford final did not produce the 
expected fireworks, and this processional race had 
the same leading order throughout, with Trevor 
Templeton in his Van Diemen crossing the line 
just one-fifth of a second before the Crosslé 30F of. 
Mike Phillips. Harry Acheson, in another 30F, 
was third from the close pair of George Russell 
(Van Diemen) and Alec Cahoon (2 OF). Phillips and 
Acheson shared the fastest lap, 63.4. The 63 
seconds record has stood for too long at Mondello, 
but is unlikely to be broken by the current crop of 
S aesagores racers” who lack the hunger of the 

ikes of Derek Daly and David Kennedy, who will 
make the trip home for the June 7 Bank Holiday 
Mondello, with some of the top British FF 
runners such as David Warwick and John Bright. 
Then, that bogey barrier should be well and truly 
shattered. 

There was another Mini on its roof on the 
opening lap of the modsports saloon challenge, 
Brian McCutcheon emulating McCabe’s roll, but 
this time at Shell. Morgan Dem sey (Midget) and 
Seamus O’Connor (Mini) craved | the line together, 
with first given to Dempsey and team challenge 
to the modsports men. Finally, there was an 
invitation FF race, won by George Russell in his 
‘Van Diemen by 3s from Cahoon in the old but 


quick Crosslé 20F. 
BRIAN FOLEY 


Modsports (10 laps): 1, Ed Mahon (MG Midget), 11m 11.2s, . 
66.51mph; 2, Morgan Dempsey (MG Midget), 11m 17.0s; 3, Arnie 
Black (MG Midget), 11m 24.0s; 4, Brendan Lynch (MG Midget), 11m 
48.85; 5, Johnny Flynn (MG Wiese 12m 05.6s; 6, Dave Waters (A- 
H Sprite), 12m 08.2s. Fastest lap: Mahon, 1m 5.6s, 68.05mph, : 

Formula Ford, Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Harry Acheson (Crosslé 30 ; 
10m 53.8s, Saeeetbgsh 2, Mike Phillips (Crosslé 30F , 10m 58.2s; 3, 
John keds (Crosslé 30F), 11m 20.8s. Fastest lap: Phillips, 1m 3.4s, 

0.41mph. 

Special saloons (10 laps): 1, Mattie McNamara (Ford Escort-FVC), 
lim 10.8s, 68.59mph; 2, Rosemary Smith (Ford Escort-FVC), 11m 
13.2s; 3, Stee Griffin (Mini), 11m 13.6s; 4, Mike Nugent (Lotus Elan), 
lim 23.0s; 5, Seamus O'Connor (Mini), 11m 24.2s; 6, Fintan 
Cunningham (Mini), 11m 496s. Fastest lap: Smith, 1m 3.4s, 
70.41 mph. Class winners: McNamara, Griffin and Nugent. 

Formula Ford, Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Trevor Templeton (Van 
Diemen), 11m 02.8s, 67.35mph; 2, George Russell (Van Diemen), 
1im 05.2s; 3, Alec Cahoon (Crossié 20F), 11m 10.0s. Fastest lap: 

Crawford Harkness (Van Diemen), 1m 4.2s, 69.53mph. 

Production saloons (10 laps): 1, John Hynes Lda 3.0 CSI), 13m 
9.8s, 55.81mph; 2, Russell Connell (Ford Capri 3000), 13m 22.4s; 3, 
Ray Moore (Mazda RX3), 13m 23.2s; 4, Sean Connaughton (Ford 
Capri 3000), 13m 35.0s; 5, Dermot Faulkner (BMW 2002Tii), 13m 
36.4s; 6, Gerry McGarrity Niels Civic), 13m 37.2s. Fastest lap: 
Connell, 1m 18.2s, 57.08mph. Class winners: Hynes and McGarrity. 

Formula Atlantic (15 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity (Chevron B29), 14m 
25.2s, 77.39mph; 2, Harold McGarrity (Chevron B27), 14m 25.8s; 3, 
Des Donnelly (March 74B), 14m 26.2s; 4, Bill Gowdy (Chevron B25), 
14m 41.0s; 5, Derek Shortall‘(Chevron B27), 14m 50.8s; 6, Ken 
Fildes (Lotus 69), 14m 55.0s. Fastest lap: P. McGarrity and H. 
McGarrity, 56.6s, 78.87mph. , 

Formula Ford, Final (10 laps): 1, Trevor Templeton (Van Diemen), 
.10m 47.0s, 69.00mph; 2, Mike Phillips (Crosslé 30F), 10m 47.2s; 3, 
Harry Acheson (Crossié 30F), 10m 50.2s; 4, George Russell (Van 
Diemen), 11m 08.0s; 5, Alec Cahoon (Crosslé 20F), 11m 08.4s; Noel 
-Lennon (Crosslé 20F), 11m 24.8s: Fastest lap: Phillips and Acheson, 
1m 3.4s, 70.41mph. 

Saloons — Modsports challenge (10 wes: 1, vores Dempsey 
MG Midget), 11m 38.4s, 63.92mph; 2, Seamus O'Connor (Mini), 

1m 38.4s; 3, Johnnie Flynn (MG Midget), 11m_47.8s; 4, Dave 
Waters (A-H Sprite), 12m 38.4s. Sashes fees Stee Griffin (Mini), 1m 
7.48, 66.23mph. Team result: 1, 72, 
1, George Russell (Van Diemen’ 


lim 254s; 
Eddie (Crossié 1lm 31.05: 4 Tommy ‘Trossié 
1 11m 33.0s; 5, Mick (Van Demen\, 1 lm 38.0s-6, Dave 
= (Lotus 69F, llm 482s Fastest gp GoGie Im 56s 
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Baird rules 
APG roost 


The BARC were at Silverstone last Sunday for 
the second time this year and put on an enjoyable 
seven race programme in sunny, i cold, 
conditions. The main race of the day, the Allied 
Polymer Formula Ford 2000 qualifier was won in 
fine style by Stuart Baird in his Brook Hire 
HawkeScholar DL14, having led the whole 
distance after starting on pole position. In the 
other races, however, the winners were perhaps a 
little predictable but the quality of racing was 
nevertheless high with full grids and a number of 
good battles. John Cooper took the modsports 
honours again in his Porsche 911, Jim Walsh 
dominated the FF’s for the third week running at 
Silverstone, Martin Birrane (ex-Mick Hill Ford 
Capri) used his bhp to vanquish Nick Whiting in 
the Forward Trust race, Alex Ferrada dominated 
the Oceanair Clubmans round and Derrick Brunt 
(BMW) held off Brian Pepper’s Opel and Rod 
Birley’s Capri for the Britax Production Saloon 
thrash. 

Opening the afternoon’s racing was a 
championship round for a full grid of modsports. 
John Cooper’s Porsche 911 was pushed for the 
first three laps by David Moore’s 4.4 Jaguar E 
type until Moore took a trip across the neere at 
Cc se and lost a couple of laps restarting. Behind, 
Robin Gray (Morgan +8) and Ed Stephens (TVR 
Tuscan) diced until Stephens did it all wrong 
entering Woodcote and did a rapid exit stage left 
backwards. This left Gray a safe second. The 
incredible Midgets of Keith Ashby and Gordon 
Howie were next up battling furiously for third 
‘overall with Bob Neville’s improving MGB GT V8 
mixing in with them. This continued until Howie 
went off at Maggots and deranged his front 
suspension allowing Ashby to take an excellent 
third, while Neville fumbled a gear on the last lap 
letting fast climbing Terry Smith (Elan) pip him 
to the post. Dave Bettinson was next after a spin 
from lan Hall. The small class went to Simon 
Packford’s Davrian again but only after a stern 
struggle with novice Gary Morse (Clan Crusader). 
Front row man Jonathan Palmer’s 3.0 Marcos V6 
suffered u stripped distributor drive on the first 


lap. 

Tt seems that Jim Walsh can do no wrong at 
Silverstone at present and he led all the way in the 
DJM round, the narrow track Royale seeming to 
be quite su 
terrific battle raged with the three yellow Hawke 
DL15s of Derek Warwick, Rick Morris and Derek 
Daly battling against David Kennedy and Chris 
Skellern’s Crosslé 30Fs. The Hawkes rather 
dominated the dice, entering corners three 
abreast at times and generally doing silly, but 
highly Epteejenuny manoeuvres. Despite taking 
to the grass at the start of the last lap, Daly 
muscled his way to the head of the bunch entering 
Woodcote for the last time only to brake far too 
late, understeer ever so wide and let Warwick and 


Morris nip past on the inside, but still he kept. 


ahead of Kennedy and Skellern. Walsh was giving 


Derrich Brunt leads the Britax field th 
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rior. Behind the flying Irishman a- 


the lead from Derrick 


Sel 2 ia SSeS eet een see 
six days after he received it on Easter Monday 
and considering the drives put im other races, 
especially Baird’s FF2000 win, of which more 
anon. 

Martin Birrane followed Nick Whiting’s Ford 
Escort BDG as far as the club straight on lap one 
before powering past the the 5-litre Capri, now 

onsored by co-owner Tony Rosen’s Frox Blue 

irrane never pulled away from Whiting but 


‘never came under any serious pressure either, the 


two finishing 0.6s apart at the end and well clear: 
of the others. A good three cornered struggle. 
followed with Tony Sugden and Tony Dickinson's 
Escorts dicing just ahead of Mike Newman’s 
Firenza. Sugden and Dickinson swapped places 
on numerous occasions and swapped paint on one 
fraught out-fumbling session. eorern pulled out 
just enough ground to be safe on the last lap, with 
Newman taking to the grass briefly in a vain 
attempt to get on terms. Phil Winter’s Longman - 
Mini notched up another win in the 1300 class a 
few seconds clear of Dave Hancock and David 
Carvell who had a good race-long dice. 

Stuart Baird’s Brook Hire Hawke DL14 took 
pee. under the lap record, for the Allied Polymer 

F2000 15 lap qualifier made the best start and 
led all the way to score his first FF2000 win. 
Alongside him on the front row was Frank 
Sytner’s Dulon MP18 and he had all the troubles 
imaginable — a puncture on the warm up lap, an 
engine reluctant to start and then a misfire after 
four laps causing him to retire from second place. 
So Bernard Vermilio (Merlyn Mk29) took second, 
dicing with Geoff Friswell’s Hawke DL14 until 
Fris made a move to pass on lap 11 and lost it at 
Woodcote. Vermilio held his second place to the. 
end but Ian Taylor (Dulon MP18) and Frank 
Bradley (Eldon Mk18), both of whom had made 
bad starts, closed to within striking distance at 
the end. Friswell recovered to take fifth just 
ahead of Jack Hemming’s Dulon MP18. 
Venezualan Oscar Notz (Crosslé 31F) was next up 
after a spin at Becketts on lap three whilst in 
fourth place when a brake locked. Tiff Needell 
never featured in the race suffering badly with a 
down on power engine, eventually quitting after 
nine laps when the engine would not pull at Lie 

Surprise, surprise, Alex Ferrada’s Ace Plant U2 
Davron Mki6B won the Oceanair Clubmans B 
beet race as he pleased. He was aided by the fact 
that fellow front row men, Steve Farthing and 
Nick Scott hit trouble; Farthing never leavirig the 
grid and Scott being very slow away. This left 
second row men Don Farthing (U2 Mk16E) and 
Guy Woodward (U2 Mki4) to give chase, 
circulating in fairly close company but well adrift 
of the flying Ferrada. The first dice was for fourth 
with Ron ee (U2 Mk14/16) holding of Keith 
Money (U2 Mk16), the recovered Nick Scott (U2 
Mk16B) and Nick Linney (U2 Mk14/16) in a close ' 


finish. 
Tony Lanfranchi’s Opel Commodore snatched 
runt’s BMW Si on the 
first lap at Woodcote, but it only lasted another 
two laps before the car was sidelined, overheating 
with the thermostat jammed closed. This left 


Brunt battling with Brian hess Opel 
Commodore and Rod Birley’s Capri. Brunt 


generally had the upper hand although things 
became very fraught. among back markers on 
occasions. On the last lap Birley forced his way up 
to second spot and made a brave effort to pass 


_ Brunt on the outside of Woodcote only to plough. 


rough Becketts on the way to victory in an exciting dice with Rod Birley’s Capri and Tony Lanfranchi’s Commodore. 


i 


DER 


’ 5, David Kennedy (Cross 


for third Graham Miles (BMW 3.0 Si) was fourth 
ahead of Andrew Small (BMW 3.0 Si) and Pete 
Hall (Capri) who emulated Birley in getting it ail 
wrong at Woodcote on the last lap. John Brindley 
won the Mazda class battle with Eric Cook, whilst 
Nick Whiting and Jeff Allam had a good scrap for 
their class the two hae ar finishing almost 
side by side and apparently almost out of control! 
In the small class Neville Knight (Simca Rallye} 
won after a good scrap with Roger Payne 
raveneer) and Rodney Posner (Simca Rallye), the 
latter having had a spin at Becketts early on. 

The FF consolation race at the end of the day 
would have been just another of those races had it 
not been for Joe Kelly (the man who did that 
sponsored Liverpool-London-Liverpool walk to 
raise cash to race) carving through the field in the 
new Scorpion Royale RP21 from the back of the 

id to erp the lead on the last lap and win. This 

emoted long time leader, Philip Green, (Merlyn 
Mk11A) to second, just, from Ray Turner’s 
Merlyn Mk17/24. Pole man Rhett Parker. (Van 
Diemen RF74) led early on but overheating 
dropped him right down the field. 


PETER RICHINGS | 


GT V8). Fastest lap: Cooper and Dave Moore (4.4 betes E), lm 
3.8s, 90.73mph. 1501-2000cc: 1, Smith, 86.14mp 
Bettinson (1.6 Caterham Super 7), 3, Alan Goodman 1.6 Lotus 
Elan). Fastest lap: Bettinson, 1m 4.6s, 89.61mph. 1151-1500cc: 
1, Ashby, 87.44mph; 2, lan Hall (1.4 Mini Jem); 3, Richard Gamble 
1.4 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Ashby and Gordon Howie (1.4 MG 
idget) 1m_5.8s, 87.98mph_(record). Up to 1150cc: 1, Simon 
Packford (1.1 Davrian Mk7), 82.46mph; 2, Gary Morse (1.1 Clan 
Crusader); 3, Richard Whidbourne (1.1 MG Midget). Fastest lap: 
Morse, 1m8.2s,84.88mph. 

DJM Formula Ford Champisnship (10 laps): 1, Jim Walsh (Royale 
Scholar RP21), 10m 42.2s, geamede 2, Derek Warwick (Hawke 
Scholar DL15), 10m 45.0s; 3, Rick Morris (Hawke Scholar DL15), 
10m 45.2s; 4, Derek me? (Hawke Minister DL15), 10m 45.6s; 

é Minister 25F), 10m 45.8s; 6, Chris 
Skellern (Crossié Scholar 30F), 10m 47.6s. Fastest lap: Walsh, 
Warwick, Morris and Daly, 1m 3.0s, 91.89mph. 

Forward Trust ‘1000 Plus’ Special Saloon Car Championship 
round (10 laps). Overall and over 1300cc: 1, Martin Birrane (5.0 
Ford Capri), 10m 1.0s, 96.32mph; 2, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort), 
10m 1.6s; 3, Tony Sugden (2.0 Ford Escort), 10m 25.4s; 4, Tony 
Dickinson (1.8 Ford Escort), 10m 26.8s. Fastest lap: Birrane and 
Whiting, 59.0s, 98.12mph. 1001-1300cc: 1, Phil Winter (1.3 
Longman Mini), 84.74mph; 2, Dave Hancock (1.3 Manx Mini); 
3, David Carvell (1.3 Cooper S). Fastest lap: Winter and Hancock, 
1m 7.2s, 86.14mph. : 

Allied Polymer SromeTominla Ford 2000 Championship round (15 
laps): 1, Stuart Baird (Hawke Scholar DL14), 15m 23.4s, 94.04mph; 
2, Bernard Vermilio oer Scholar Mk29), 15m 27.2s; 3, lan Taylor 
Dulon Nelson MP18), 15m 28.6s; 4, Frank Bradley (Elden Brown 

k18), 15m 30.2s; 5, Geoff Friswell (Hawke Scholar DL14), 15m 
33.0s; 6, Jack i eniraing Dulon Pinto MP18), 15m 34.2s. Fastest 
lap: Bradley and Friswell,60.6s,95.52mph. . *- 

Oceanair Clubmans Sports Car Championship round (10 i 
1, Alex Ferrada (U2 Davron Mk16B), 10m 38.2s, 90.7 1mph; 2, Don 
Farthing (U2-Davron Mk16E), 10m 46.0s; 3, Guy Woodward (U2- 
Holbay Mk14), 10m 47.6s; 4, Ron Morgans (U2 ig San 10m 
56.6s; 5, Keith woe (U2 Mk16), 10m 57.4s; 6, Nick Scott ( -ADA 
Mki6B), 10m 57.4s. Fastest lap: Ferrada, 1m 2.8s, 92.18mph. 

Britax Production Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps). 
Overall and over £2400: 1, Derrick Brunt (BMW 3.0 Si), 12m 27.4s, 
epson} 2, Brian Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore), 12m 29.2s; 
3, Rod Birley (3.0 Ford Capri), 12m 33.2s; 4, Graham Miles (BMW 
3.0Si), 12m 35.4s. Fastest lap: Birley, Im 13.0s, 79.30mph. £2001- 
2400: 1, Nick Whiting (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 74.98mph; 2, Jeff 
Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum); 3, lan Deavin (Ford Escort RS2000). 
Fastest lap: Allam, 1m 15.4s, 76.77mph. £1601-2000: 1, John 
Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3), 75.57mph; 2, Eric Cook (2.0 Mazda RX3); 
3, Stuart MacAllan (2.0 Mazda RX3). Fastest lap: Cook, 1m 14.8s, 
77.39mph. Ye to £1600: 1, Neville Knight (1.3 Simca Rallye 1), 
69.5mph; 2, Roger Payne (1.6 Hillman Avenger), 3, Rodney Posner 
(1.3 Simca Rallye 1). Fastest lap: Posner, 1m 21.2s, fo 

Formula Ford (8 laps): 1, Joe Kelly (Royale-Scholar RP21), 9m 
3.2s, 85.2mph; 2, Phillip Green (Merlyn-Aldon Mk11A), 9m 4.45; 
3, Ray Turner (Merlyn-Scholar Mk17/24), 9m 5.0s; 4, David 
Llewellyn (Royale-Minister RP21), 9m 6.8s; 5, Graham Jones 
nade RP16), 9m 7.0s; 6, Steve Williams (Royale-Scholar 

P21), 9m 7.2s. Fastest lap: Kelly, im 5.8s, 87.98mph. 


47 


Mini 7 spectacular highlights the day 


Undoubtedly the Mini 7s were the stars of last 
Sunday’s race meeting at Brands Hatch 
organized by the Rochester MC. In a terrifically 
close four-cornered dice, Chris Tyrrell came out on 
top, the four cars covered by 0.6s. There were 
some other good races for the low cost formulae, 
and of the two locally based ba Tr tg pees Mike 
Thompson’s Rostron won the MCD Formula Ford 
event and Richard Oliver’s Imp the Kent 
Messenger round after Rob Mason had spun on 
John Homewood’s oil. 
Jeremy Gambs, having a one-off run in the work 
F4 Delta, led poleman.John Brown’s similar car in 
to Paddock for their championship round, and 
there he stayed for the rest of the race. Brown 
spun to the back of the field at McLaren on the 
first lap while challenging for the lead, and he 
ent the rest of the race getting back on. terms. 
ave Griffiths’s Horseless Carriage Co. of Hove 
GRD 372 applied pressure all the time on Gambs, 
and the finish could have been even closer if a 
backmarker hadn’t intervened at Clearways. Alex 
Lowe’s Chevron B20 inherited third place on the 
fifth lap when Joe Hecht ane Merlyn 
developed a handling problem. Brown got up to 


fourth place by half-distance, but didn’t improve. 
_ The Leyland Formula Mini 7 Challenge race 


Trace, too. 


‘just had to be good, for the first ten on the grid 


were covered by 1.8s. The good sized crowd 


- weren’t disappointed with this one, one of the best 
- and cleanest saloon car races seen at Brands for a 


long while. Championship leader Chris Tyrrell did 
most of the leadin om Graham Wenham, 
Graham Woskett and Terry Pudwell. It was very 


’ hairy, but at the same time very tidy, with not a 


hint of any bumping or boring. Wenham took over 
the lead at Paddock on the last lap but Tyrrell got 
it back at Clearways to win by 0.2s. Woskett 
finished third on the same time as Wenham, while 
Pudwell was ,just 0.4s further back. All four 


deserved their ride on the victory Capri 


afterwards. 

The Formula 750 circus made one of their rare 
appearances at Brands and they provided a good 
Richard Owen’s Arcos Mk6C led 
virtually all the way from pole position. He was 
pressed in the early stages by Chris Hague 
(Wessex CH767), who actually led at Paddock on 
the third lap, but he lost out up the hill. He did it 
again along Brabham Straight on lap 5, but again 
only for a short distance. Hague had lost his 
nosecone by the end of that lap and soon fell into 
the clutches of Lyn Evans (Centaur), who got to 
within 0.4s of Owen by the end. Hague lost 


nines 


four 


another Ree to Iain Sclanders’ DNC on lap 6, br 
the DNC went sick a lap later so the Wessex sti 
finished a noseless third, 

The expected Rob Mason/John Homewoo 
battle never materialized in the Kent Messe 
1000cc Saloon Challenge. Mason was on pole, hi 
Bevan Imp sharing the same time as Mik 
ta ane Imp; Homewood’s Imp was back on th 
third row, after being unable to warm up tw 
brand new tyres in practice. He borrowed som 
scrubbed ones, and as Mason fumbled his start t 
get to Paddock in sixth place, Homewood ha 
slipped in to fourth spot. However, Mason wa 
soon making progress and he simply rockete 
past the opposition as if they were all drivin; 
around in first gear. On the third lap he wa 
leading, and Homewood blew his engine in a bi 
way round Clark Curve. Next time round Masoi 
spun on Homewood’ oil slick and restarted fifth 
Brian Prebble’s Hartwell Imp now had the lead 
but Richard Oliver’s Imp took over down Grahan 
Hill on the penultimate lap. Mason made speed} 
progress, getting past Prebble on the last lap, bu 
after ten laps he was just 0.4s behind Oliver. 

In the MCD Formula Ford race, Mik 
Thompson’s Pee Surveys Roston, Howar¢ 

21 and Wil Arif’s Brookside 


Clark on lap 7, dropping to fifth pie jim pee 
is exhaust pipe 


lynn’s glory only 
lasted a lap before Bay Simpson’s JSR took over 


Ronnie Grant’s Super Vee Taurus B24 led 
Philip Guerola’s Brabham-F VC BT30 for the first 
A s of the Libre finale. Once leading, Guerola 
crui to another comfortable Libre victory 
against pretty meagre, opposition. Grant was 


Above: Chris Tyrrell takes his Mini to a close-fought win. Below: the odd car out — start scene of the Libre race. 
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i dice for the next place, which went m the 
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Formula 4 National Championship round (10 laps): 1, Jeremy 
Gambs (Detta-Delta IRF4), 8m 50.2s, 81.72mph; 2, Dave Griffiths 
(GRD-Holbay 372), 8m 51.8s; 3, Alex Lowe (Chevron B20), 9m 
03.8s; 4, John Brown (Deita-Delta IRF4), 9m 07.8s; 5, Bob Laughton 
(Tecno-Holbay 764), 9m 21.6s; 6, Joe Therstappen (Merlyn Mk24), 
Qm 25.8s. Fastest lap: Brown, 50.2s, 86.3imph. : 

Leyland Formula Mini Se7en Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Chris 
Tyrrell, 10m 12.8s, 70.71mph; 2, Graham Wenham, 10m 13.0s; 3, 
Graham Woskett, 10m 13.0s; 4, Terry Pudwell, 10m 13.4s; 5, Julian 
Cutler, 10m 19.6s; 6, Hugo Shipley, 10m 19.8s. Fastest lap: 
Pudwell, 59.4s, 72.95mph. E 

Reliant_750 Formula National Championship round (10 bape: 1, 
Richard Owen (Arcos Mk6c), 9m 51.2a, 73.29mph; 2, Lyn Evans 
alee 9m 51.6s; 3, Chris Hague (Wessex CH767), 9m 55.4s; 4, 

ichard Stephens (Jerric IIIB), 9m 56.2s; 5, Bob Simpson Reliant 
Special), 10m 06.8s; 6, Keith Cooper (Condor), 10, 19.6s. . ‘astest 
tap: Evans, 57.0s, 76.02mph. ; 

Kent Messenger 1000cc Saloon Car Challenge round (10 ims i, 
Richard Oliver (1.0 Chrysler Imp), 9m 17.2s, 77.76mph; 2, Rob 
Mason (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 9m 17.6s; 3, Brian Prebble ¢g .O Hartwell 
imp), 9m 20.0s; 4, Mike Chapple (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 29.2s, 5; 
Graham Brewis (1.0 Cooper S), 9m 31.4s; 6, Stephen Hall (1.0 
Cooper S), 9m 32.2s. Fastest lap: Mason, 52.0s, 83.33mph. ~ 

MCD Formula Ford 1600 Championship round (12 laps): 1, Mike 
Thompson (Roston-ASD CT75), 10m 32.4a, 82.22mph; 2, Wil Arif 

le-Piper 25F), 10m 32.8s; 3, John Poxon (Crossle-Minister 

F), 10m 35.0s; 4, Rob Wicken (Merlyn-Minister Mk 17A), 10m 
35.2s; 5, Howard Drake (Royale-Minister RP21), 10m 38.2s; 6, 
Jonathon Copson (Crossle-Minister 16F), 10m 48.2s. Fastest lap: 
Drake, 51.4s, 84.30mph. 

Formula Vee National Championship round (12 laps): 1, Ray 
Simpson (JSR), 11m 22.2s, 76.22mph; 2, Tim Piyenfecerer lim 
22.25; 3, Nick Wadham (Scarab), 11m 34.6s; 4, dward Jones 
eet). 11m 37.2s; 5, Rupert West (CM Mk 1), 11m 43.8s; 6, Steve 
a are, 10 laps. Fastest lap: West and Flynn, 54.2s, 

24mph. i. 

Formule Libre (10 laps): 1, Philip Guerola (1.8 Brabham-FVC 
BT30), 8m 48.6s, 81.97mph; 2, Ronnie Grant (1.6 Taurus M24), 8m 
546s; 3, John Day (1.6 March-RS 722), 9m 08.4s; 4, Dave Griffiths 
eo oly 372), 9m 12.0s; 5, Rob Wicken (t .6 Merlyn-Minister 

k 17A), 9m 13.6s; 6, David Pullen (1.0 Delta-Delta IRF4), 9m 
21.6s. Fastest lap: Guerola, 50.6s, 85.73mph. 


LONGRIDGE 


K t ‘7 
Although Lancashire AC had received a 
promising entry for their first Longridge race 
meeting, a disappointingly large number of non- 
arrivals left them with several vacant grid spots. 
However this was remedied with a little re- 
organisation of the programme so that instead of 
two heats and a final, the Formula Ford and Libre 
fields each had two 20 lap races with aggregate 
times determining the overall result. Both these 
races fel! to Longridge regulars, John Kent 
winning the FF event and Warren Booth 
managing to scrape home ahead of Joe 
Applegarth in the Libre event. . 

The meeting opened with the first half of the FF 
event and poe John Kent in the Tickled 
Trout Hotel Royale RP21 pulled steadily away 
from the start ahead of the other front-row 
occupant Janet McPherson’s J and P Polymers 
Crosslé 30F. However, Brian Thompson (Royale 
RP16) was rapidly climbing up from a lowly grid 
ie and after several fraught laps of trying 

e eventually got through into second place and 
set about chasing Kent. With two laps to go, the 
two were right together but even though 
Thompson got alongside as they approached the 
last corner, the RP21 hung on to its lead over the 
RP16 to-win the first round of his “battle 
Royale”. Thompson had the consolation of a new 
class lap record for his efforts. — 

Kent and Thompson renewed their duel in the 
second half and, starting the Weit St. Light 
Engineering car from the front of the grid this 
time, Thompson was able to harry Kent 
throughout and actually take over the lead just 
after half distance. However, a near-spin b 
Thompson at Quarry on lap 18 let Kent throug! 
for his second win and overall victory. Janet 
McPherson had a most unhappy race having 
altered suspension settings and gear ratios after 
the first race and an early spin dropped her to the 
back of the field. Paul Gardner, whose Nike Mk10 
had greatly improved power since the first half, 
successfully fought off the rest of the field to 
finish a happy third. 

With points for the 750 MC Championship at 
stake, this was the only race which still required 
qualifying heats. In the first heat, Dave Robson 
won comfortably from Graham Maclaren after 
Martin Reed’s very attractive Cowley GT30 spun 
while lying second. The second heat saw Tim 
Green’s Time MkIII pass pole-man John Giles’ 
3JGS Mk5 about half way and go on to win while a 
further battle between these two in the final was 
resolved in the same order with third place going 
to John Everett. 

Andrew Smith’s command of the Modsports 
race wes over on lap two when his throttle cable 
snapped and although manual operation allowed 
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ancashire 
the ASM to hang on to third place for most of 
the race, he eventuall dropped out. This left his 
team-mate Kenny Allen (Clan Crusader) to fend 
off a mighty attack from John Myerscough’s E- 
type in which he was helped somewhat when the 
latter went off course briefly at Quarry. ; 
Derek Walker dominated the saloon race by 
working his way through the field from last place 
on the grid whence he started due to lack of a 
starter motor after setting fastest practice time. 
Apart from the Fiat, main interest centred on the 
great dice for an eventual second place between 


Ken Tomlinson (Rallye Equipe Mini 1300), 


Norman Hinds and Gordon Taylor (Cooper Ss). 
They finished in that order but began in the 
reverse of it, Tomlinson working his way past 
each in turn and Taylor gradually falling victim to 
brake-fade. aS : 
Formule Libre is always a main attraction at 
Longridge and again was no disappointment. 
Warren Booth stroked to an easy win in part one 
ahead of Joe Applegarth and Peter Dugdale, the 
latter having lost second place with a spin at 
Weighbridge. The second part saw Booth leading 
initially but on the second lap his engine cut 
mysteriously and by the time it restarted, 
Applegarth and Dugdale were past. In his efforts 


The Team ASM Elan and Clan of A 


Zot 


John Kent’s victorious Royale leads the FF cars from Janet McPherson's Crossle. 


to get back on terms, Warren equalled the 
outright circuit record and regained second place 
with a little help from a backmarker who delayed 


Dugdale somewhat. 
PETER McFADYEN 


- Formula Ford, Heat 1 (20 laps): 1, John Kent (Royale RP21), 8m 
55.4s, 58.07mph; 2, Brian Thompson (Royale RP16), 8m 56.0s; 3, 
Janet’ McPherson (Crosslé 30F), 9m 3.0s. Fastest lap: Thompson, 
25.8s, 60.25mph (record). 

Formula Ford, Heat 2 § 0 laps): 1, Kent, 8m 57.0s, 57.89mph; 2, 
Thompson, 8m 57.2s; 3, Paul Gardner (Nike Mk10), 9m 12.4s. 
Fastest lap: Kent and Thompson, 26.2s, 59.33mph. 

Formula Ford aggregate: 1, Kent; 2, Thompson; 3, George Emmett 
(Hawke DL10). : 

750 Formula, Heat 1 (12 laps): 1, David Robson (Viking LV17), 6m 
28.4s, yang 2, Graham Maclaren (DNC 750), 6m 29.0s; 3, 
eg} Reed (Cowley GT30),, 7m 0.2s. Fastest lap: Robson, 302s 

.48mph. : 

750 Formula championship round, Heat 2 (12 laps): 1, Tim Green 
Time Mk3), 5m 58s, 52.05mph; 2, John Giles (JGS, 6m 2s; 
3, John Everett (Centaur 750), 6m 17s. Fastest lap: Green and 
Giles, 29.0s, 53.60mph. . 

750 Formula championship round, final (20 laps): 1, Green, 9m 
46.6s, 53.00mph; 2, Giles, 9m 51.6s; 3, Everett, 19 laps; 4, 
Maclaren, 19:5, Reed, 18; 6, Mike Blanchard-Cole (Reliant 750), 18. 
Fastest lap: Green, 28.6s, 54.35mph (record). 

Modsports (20 laps): 1, Kenny Allen (1.0 Clan Crusader), 9m 9.8s, 
56.55mph; 2, John Myerscough (4.2 Jaguar E), 9m 20.45; 3, David 
Abram (1.3 Midget), 9m 31.6s. Fastest lap: Allen, 26.4s, 58.88mph. 

Special Saloons o taney 1, Derek Walker (1.0 Fiat 850), om 
23.0s, 55.22mph; 2, Ken Tomlinson (1.3 Rallye Equipe Mini), 9m 
27.88: 3. Norman Hinds (1.3 Cooper S), 9m 27.8s. Fastest lap: 
Walker, 26.2s, 59.33mph. : 

Formule Libre, Part 1 (20 laps): 1, Warren Booth (2.0 Lotus 69), 
8m 28.6s, 61.14mph; 2, Joe Applegarth (1.6 Brabham BT23C), 8m 
51.0s; 3, Peter Dugdale (2.0 March 733), 8m 54.8s. Fastest lap: 
Booth, 24.4s 63.71mph. = , 7 

Formule Libre, Part 2 (20 laps): 1, Applegat 8m 27.4s, 
61.87mph; 2, Booth 8m 28.4s; 3, D dale, 8m 32.6s. Fastest lap: 
Booth, 23.6s, 65.87mph (equals record). 

Formule Libre, overall: 1, Booth; 2, Applegarth; 3, Dugdale. 


he Modsports field. 


PONTYPOOL 


The competitiveness of this year’s hillclimb scene 
was underlined last Sunday when, after a 
typically neat and unobtrusive, yet deceptively 
fast run, Ken MacMaster (Modus M4) snatched 
BTD from the Motosail (Jersey) Pilbeam R22 of 
Alister Douglas-Osborne at Pontypool Park. The 
South Wales Centre organised the third round of 
' the Guyson/BARC Hillclimb championship at a 
pleasantly relaxed yet expeditiously run meeting 
‘which saw Russ Ward consolidate his Champion- 
ship lead after another record-breaking 
performance (or rather performances — he broke 
the old record on all four runs!) in the John Brown 
Motors Allard supercharged Sprite, while ADO 
supplanted an absent Roy Lane at the head of the 
Guyson/BARC BTD Awards table. John Wilson 
(UZ Mk11B) chopped over 2s off the old 1300cc 
GTisports-racing time, while other record 
breakers were the Mini of John Meredith and 
Anthony Boshier-Jones’s Clubmans U2 
Mk11B/16. 
A spectacular 28.82s climb from ADO headed the 
class runs by just 0.13s from David Franklin’s 
Wendy Wools March-BMW 742, which was 
consistently putting a wheel off into the rough 
out of the Esses but was nevertheless equally 
consistently very quick. Then came the neat 
MacMaster. Right out of the hunt, after being 
fastest in practice, was Chris Cramer, who found 
that he had too hard a tyre pupoand on the 
throaty Griinhalle March 76A. The tyres were 
picking up dust as the day wore on, “polishing” 
them, and thereby providing a decreasing amount 
of grip. Chris withdrew before his final top-eight 
run before something with determined looking 
efforts but the day belonged to Ken MacMaster, 
who put in a precise final run which, although it 
looked fast, did not look as good as 28.22 — a 
typically deceptive performance. 

erry Tattam moved himself up the 
Guyson/BARC leader board with his touring car 
class-winning first climb in his Cooper S, but on 
his second class run he went straight into the 
bales at Pool hairpin, mildly crunching one front 
wing. Among the small special saloons, the 
‘Barters’ Golden Springs Watercress Hartwell 
Imp bracketed Colin Rogers’s Carlow Mini (which 
a moment on its second climb), Charles Barter 
taking the class with Robert third. John 
Meredith’s Cooper S, which has benefitted from 
rear suspension redesign over the winter (it’s now 
coil-sprung), broke its class record in heading off 
the Arden eight-port headed Fenny age ey 
Garage Mini of Roger and Patrick Walker, which 
was then, unusually, forced into third and fourth 
places by John Milford’s Mini. There was a 

win in the unlimited special saloon grou 

when Trevor King’s extremely well sorted Allard- 


ener ed pushrod Ford-engined Morris 
or took the honours. : 


The sports car classes were most notable for 
Russ Ward’s highly spectacular climbs. Not only 
was each run better than the previous record 
{which was also his), but also the times — 32.08, 
31.99, 31.97 and 31.97 — show a remarkable 
consistency. However, exceptional as was the 
yellow-and-blue Sprite’s consistency, Ward’s 
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A deceptively fast Ken Mac. aster took his odus toB TD by a scant 0.13s. 


performance was rivalled by the sheer speed 
of the Wilsons’ 1300 ex-Morris chassised U2, 
John taking the honours with Brian havin 

rather an off-day. It was a good day for U2s, with 
both John Wilson and Anthony Boshier-Jones 
reaching the top eight runs. The latter won the 
Clubmans class but only by 0.36s from Brian 
Moyse’s vari-coloured Mk16 and by 0.488 from 
Jeremy Hunt’s Mk11B/14. Yet another U2, 
Stephen Madge’s twin-cam version, broke 31s for 
second in class to Wilson. Another Pups win 
came when Carol Lloyd took athe sma Marque 


‘sports honours in the smart BWRDC MG Midget, 


before Paul Channon’s lovely red Cobra narrowly 
held off Stuart Watts’s rapid Elan. 

Although the changing fortunes of the big 
single-seaters made for an exciting finale to both 
the class and top-eight runs, there was great 
competition in the other two single-seater classes. 
Sandy Hutcheon made a successful return to the 
Guyson/BARC series-in the Barber Watts Motor 
Insurance-backed Ginetta G17, but he ‘only 
finished 0.16s in front of the rare supercharged 
1100 BDA-engined Brabham BT28 of Andrew 
Squires. Three drivers got into the 32s bracket in 
this large class: Jerry Sturman’s Vixen-Imp 
(32.36), John Shapley’s homel -looking stretched 
KnwadakLengiied. Carburol Special (32.62) and 
Chris Bigwood’s neat ex-Frankin/Smith Vixen- 
Imp (32.77). 

The Morris family got off to.a bad start when 
Bill took the Ensign up the bank at Pool on his 
first run, happily doing no more than knock off a 
front fin. However, David Morris went on to win 
the class with the repaired car, Bill taking fourth 
place by virtue of his second run. Terry Smith was 


Paul Channon manhandles his AC Cobra toa class vic tory. 
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MacMaster takes his turn at winning 


just 0.57s behind Morris D. in the Bristol Dinitr 
Centre ex-Wilds March 733, which was to go ev 
quicker later in the day to take fourth place in t 
top-eight run off, while another Ensign, that | 
former Morgan driver David Way, occupied thi 
place in the class. One casualty here was tl 
normally rapid Brabham-FVA BT18 (an e 
Rindt/Winkleman car) of John Hart. On h 
second climb he got rather crossed up exiting tk 
Esses, slowed round, and thumped a tree quit 
hard, although, rather surprisingly, only a fi 


appeared damaged. 
CHRIS MASON 


BTD: Ken McMaster (2.2 Modus-Hart 420R M4), 28.22s. 
Class winners: Terry Tattam (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 34.76s; Charle 
Barter (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 33.48s: John Meredith Be Mini-Coope 


’ $), 31.96s, (Record); Trevor King (1.5 Morris Minor-Ford sic), 34.9; 


Carol Lloyd (1.3 MG Midget), 37.68s; Paul Channon (4.7 AC Cobra 
33.67s; Russ Ward (1.3 AH Sprite s/c), 31.99s, (record — reduced | 
31.97s in top-ten runs); Anthony Boshier-Jones (1.6 Mallock U: 
Walker Mk11B/16), 31.00s, (record—reduced to 30.69s in top-te 
runs); John Wilson (1.3 Mallock U2-Ford Mki 1B), 31.34 
{eto redheed to 29.91s in top-ten runs); Sandy Hutcheon a 
inetta-Imp G17), 31.63s; David Morris (1.6 Ensign-Cosworth FV, 
LNIR), 29.58s; Alister Douglas-Osborne (3.0 Pilbeam-Cosworth DF 
R22), 28.82s. - ree 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards (top-eight run-off); 1, MacMaster 
28.22s; 2, Douglas-Osborne, 28.35s; 3, David Franklin (2.0 March 
BMW 742), 28.46s: 4, Terry Smith (1.6 ay 733 tic) 
29.76s; 5, Wilson, 29.91s; 6, Morris, 30.12s: 7, Chris Cramer (3. 
March-Cosworth GA 76A) 30.40s; 8, Boshier-Jones, 30.69s. 

Guyson/BARC Championship positions (after three rounds): 1 
Russ Ward, 25.11pts; 2, Patrick Walker, 20.46s; 3, Terry Tattam 
19.92s; 4, Roger Walker, 18.90; 5, Alister Douglas-Osborne, 18.15s 
6, Brian Wilson, 16.26. 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards (after three rounds): 1, Aliste 
Dougias-Osborne, 17pts; 2, Roy Lane, 16:3, David Franklin and Ker 
MacMaster, 13; 5, Chris Cramer, 8; 6, Malcolm Dungworth ane 
Terry Smith, 6. 
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MacPherson loses sponsor — 
now the waiting game for 
his FF2000 Dulon 


An unfortunate FF2000 _ non- 
appearance was David Mac- 
Pherson’s lot at Silverstone on 
Sunday. The reason is that both his 


activities 


David MacPherson —~ 
suspended. 


Smith’s Sark 


Bristol Street Motors’s Bromley 
branch emerged last Sunday as the 
sponsors of Mike “the Mouth” 

mith’s FF2000 sponsors. Smith’s 
new Sark, the second model to be 
built, is to be tended by Bristol 
Street’s Bromley branch once the car 
is completely sorted, but Sunday’s 
outing at Silverstone was definitely 
atry-out. 

It was Smith’s first competitive 

ive in an FF2000, and one that 
wasn't without its problems. Firstly 
he was having to move about in the 
car actually to change gear as the 
cockpit was too small, and also the 
steering column was too long. 
Although he was 4s off the pace on 
this first outing, Smith was very 
happy with the Sark and was 
amazed at how easy it was to settle 


Smith’s mam problem in_ his 
programme is that he has comment- 
ating committments throughout the 
season, and will therefore have to. 
miss a number of races. For these 
events, he has to ju ge around with 

ire deals and poset e guest drives. 
As he has the job of handling Divina 
Galica’s 5000 career, it is possible 
that she may be asked to drive the 


Gray's Royale 
Kenny Gray is expected to be 
ing a return to Formula Ford in 
the next couple of weeks, Gray is 
expecting to have around three rides 
im one of Mike Eastick’s Scorpion 
Royale RP2ls. He will be 
Temembered for winning the 
ish Formula Ford series in 1974 
aed pushing Geoff Lees hard in the, 
National Organs series last year, in 
beth cases driving a Van Diemen. 
However, luck has unfortunately 
abendoned Gray this year and so far, 
e's had just one drive in an FF2000 
Elden, which lasted until the first 
corner at Snetterton before he 
tangled with Ian Taylor. Formula 
Ford is obviously a_ slight] 
backward step for Gray, but it’s 
better than aotdonay any driving at 


~ im, 
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sponsors, ITT and Sinclair Watches, 
havetemporarily had to call a halt to 

_their sponsorship of MacPherson’s 
FF2000 Dulon. 

The situation is not entirely bleak, 
however, for Sinclair contmue to 
advertise their electronic watches 
nationally so there may well be 
enough in the kitty to put Mac- 
Pherson back on the tracks again. 
‘However, the ITT situation is rather 
different as they made a loss last 
year and, although the marketing 
managers of both companies are 
keen to be involved in the racing 
scene, it is particularly difficult for 
ITT to come across with the money. 

Whatever happens to Mac- 
Pherson, there is still the emergence 
of two promising Formula Ford 
drivers in the world of FF2000 for 
the future. The unnamed two have 
both got cars on the order list at 
Dulons, and it is expected that 
they’ll join the fray at the end of 


May 
Sark at some stage. 

Smith will not be appearing this 
weekend at Brands as he has a 
commentating committment at 
Mallory Park’s Fun Day, but there is 
also a tack of engines. Last weekend, 
he was using a Rowland, but Ford 
have lent him an engine which is 
ared by Terry 


currently being pr 
Drury’s firm at Steeple, Essex. 
They've prepared every engine 
Smith has ever used in competition, 
and not one has broken. 

Smith was able to use Richard 
Piper’s engine to race last weekend 
as Piper, one of the partners in the 
Sark business, stepped down. This 
was because his sister had been 
married the previous day, and the 
jaded Piper explained that he 
scratched from the race some time 
earlier in anticipation of the way he 
would feel. 

Meanwhile, back in Greenwich, 
two further chassis are being 
prepared. One is destined for the 
‘Formula Vee char 
Venezuela, Carlos Gonzales, while 
the other has yet to find a home, 
although a former F3 driver has 
expressed interest, but still has to 
make up his mind. 


Thin field 


Only 21 cars appeared to tackle Ross 


DMC’s prod car trial at Dalberne 
Farm, 
Sunday, and. after 45 sections 
‘Richard Andrews emerged as overall 
winner, dropping 71 marks in his 
‘ Escort Estate. 


Two close class battles gave Pete, 


Davies (Mini) a win in Class 1 by five 
marks over Les Williams, after the 
latter had led by four marks at the 
interval and Ken Jones really hit top 
form in the afternoon to take the rear 
engined class in his Imp by 17 


_ marks. He had been four adrift of T. 


Maynard at the break. 


Overall: R. Andrews (Ford Escort Estate), 71 
marks lost. 

Class winners: P. Davies (Mini 112; L. Wyer 
Go ie ae donee ee 
Best Ress: D. French (Mini, — 


Cooper), 2145. £ 


ampion of. 


itchurch, near Ross, last . 


exciting race. 


Tony Worster leads Ian Warren, Nick Garner and Bruce Male during their 


Gamble takes Snetterton 
rallycross title 


Snetterton’s . 1975/76 Rallycross 
series ended on a mixed note last 
Sunday, with a local driver taking 
the Winter Series Championship, 
and the second-placed driver being 
disqualified. The local man was Chris 
Gamble, a 29-year old garage owner 
from East Dereham, who took both 
the Rally car class and the title in his 
ex-Dave Palmby Escort RS. The dis- 

ualified river was’ Richard 

ainton, who led the 1400cc class 
convincingly before the event and 
whose three straight class firsts on 
the day put him only 2pts behind 
Gamble in the table — before a post- 
race check revealed his engine to be 
in excess of the 1400cc limit. 

With all three of the main title 
challengers striking trouble during 
the afternoon, the. Championship 
was wide open up to the final runs 
and so ahead some excellent 
racing on a bright and blustery 
afternoon. SCCON and West Suffolk 
MC tried some new tricks to keep the 
spectators interested and involved, 
but on this particular Sunday Mark 
Phillips at a nearby horse trial was 
proving to be more of an attraction 
to the casual customer than 
rallycross. 

Right from the start there were 
shocks. Gamble, Nick Garner and 
George Warren were equal on 53pts 
for the series. Gamble finished last of 
four in his first race. Seeing Warren 
strike trouble on his first gave him 
hope, and his second-heat time of 3m 
06.5s set him on the road for a win 
and was in fact the third fastest of 
the whole meeting. Michael Helm’s 
RS2000 was again second in class, 
preventing Keith Webb, winner of 
the first race with Gamble, from 
closing the gap on the Dereham 
driver. 

When Warren finally decides to 
retire from motor sport he can be 
confident that the family tradition 


_ will be carried on by his son, Ian. He 


certainly is proving the find of the 
rallycross season, and on Sunday he 


fot it all bogethes to win the class in 


1-litre Airey Mini from the likes 

of Nick Garner and Bruce Male. The 
racing in the 1-litre class was as 
competitive as ever, with one 
articular scrap between Garner 
ale (Minis) John Worster (Imp) and 
Ian Warren s ing the closest 
ty 


race of the year. er hit a 
ker and suffered 
im ome race and in the rerun 


- 3m 15.5s; Keith Stones (1.3 Mini), 


of his third run, after Jim Tyler had 
hit the bank in front of him) he was 
not as quick as Warren junior. The 
class was his by a large margin from 
Male, Warren taking third ahead of 
Roger Burn, who turned out on the 
day in an old Imp in place of the 
burnt out Clan. 

Painton again dominated the 
1400cc class, but then it all turned 
sour after the meeting, which 
elevated Keith Stones to the class 
award on the day and John Winsor 
to the class title. Winsor in fact led 
Painton over the line in one race until 
the penalities were counted, and led 
the Airey car again on this third race 
until he overdid things at the top of 
the pit. A mention too for Viv Potter 
and Nick Brice who both indicated 
that they can win. 

One can only applaud Warren for 
his regular 700-mile round trip to 
Snetterton for the few pennies at 
stake, and be pleased that he took 
his third BTD of the season and the 
unlimited capacity class. The 
crowd’s favourite, GW lost out at 
the start of his first race (he says the 
others moved but the red light didn’t 
come on), and he also finished the 
run with a puncture. BTD was his, 
though, with either of his next two 
runs. More Escorts followed, Tony 
Merridale and Graham Hathawa 
taking second and third before eac 
striking trouble. The amazing Rob 
Gibson was next with armfulls of 
opposite lock. Peter Harrold was 
never in touch after a puncture 
meant a change to less suitable 
tyres, but he amassed enough ponte 
for second in the table behind 
Warren. 
om George Warren (2.0 Ford Escort-BDA), 3m 

3S. 


Class winners: Chris Gamble (1.7 Ford Escort- 
BDA), 3m 06.5s (record); lan Warren (1.0 Mini), 


m 10.4s; 

Warren. e 

Final Championship positions — Overall: 1, 
Chris Gamble, 78pts; 2, Nick Garner, 75pts; 3, 
pares Warren, 71 pts. 4, Keith Webb, 66pts. 

Rally Car class: 1, Gamble, 78; 2, Keith Webb, 
66; 3, Stan Rolfe, 55. 1000cc: 1, Garner, 75: 2. 
Bruce Male, 64: 3, lan Warren, 49. 1001 to 
1400ce: 1, John Winsor, 48; 2, Keith Stones, 42: 3. 
John Wisbey and Nick Brice, 32. Over 1400cc 1. 
Warren, 71; 2, Peter Harrold, 65: 3, Nobby 
Cresswell, 40. 


® Cliff Davies, who not only races an 
Elden M10C in Formula Ford but is 
also the architect for the new Brands 
Hatch com: i 


Late news: Dowsett and 


Saunders on minus scores 


We must apologize for the fact that 
now are we bringing you the 
news that both Bob Saunders and 
Phil Dowsett have been in trouble 
with the scrutineers in their 
production saloons. The action took 
a on April 4 at Thruxton when 
van Dutton protested Phil 
Dowsett’s Capri, and Bob 
Saunders’s Dolomite Sprint was 
checked over after it had won the, 
Radio 1 event outright. 
Dowsett didn’t actually finish the 
race anyway, but subsequently it 
was found that his engine had an off-. 
set timing key fitted to the timing 
gear and the intake ports had been. 
worked on rather too ambitiously. 
For this, he lost two maxima, which 
has rather ruined his chances in the 
series, especially when he was in 


trouble over the Capri’s. weight as . 


well. We are informed by points 
keeper Mike Kettlewell that his tally 
is now minus eight. 


Saunders’s Sprint was checked a 
few days after the meeting and 
found to have the wrong cam fitted. 
The front anti-roll bar, which had 
previously been protested at Mallory 
Park and found to be the wrong size 
(then the protest was thrown out 
for being frivolous), was also 


_ subsequently found to be oversize by 


2mm in diameter. Thus Saunders too 
has been depeves of his points for 
the win at Thruxton, plus two more. 
maxima, which means that his 
current points total is minus ten. 
With all these points being lost, 
scores. change somewhat in the 
Radio 1 championship, and the way 
things look at the moment is thus: 


Over £2400: 1, Brian Pepper, 30; 2, 
Dutton, 26; 3, Derrick Brunt, 25. £2000 to £2400: 
1, Jeff Allam, 48; 2, Nick Whiting, 33, 3, Malcolm 
Prior, 26. £1601 to £2000: 1, Eric Cook, 40; 2, 
John Brindley, 24; 3, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny, 
19. Up to £1600: 1, Danny Alderton, 60; 2, Trevor 
Moore, 29; 3, Peter Smith, 24. : 


Gambs returns in F4 


After a couple of years away from 
the cockpit of a racing car, Jeremy 
Gambs was racing again at Brands- 
Hatch last Sunday. It. was only a 


one-off drive though in the ex-works - 


Fergus Tait Championship winning 
F4 Delta. Jerry said, “I’ve come 
back just to show these young 
drivers there is life in the old dog 


yet”, which he promptly did by 


E 
Tony M’s box 
As well as the familiar Team Castrol 
decals on Tony Merridale’s rally- 
cross Ford Escort this year, 
enthusiasts will note the slogan 
“Racing with Quaife Power’’. Merri- 
dale is the first of several drivers to 
try a brand new British five-speed 
box being produced by Rod 
Guaife, a motorcycle gearbox expert . 
of many years’ standing. Although 
the casing is still Ford 2000E the 
internals of the box are all new, and 
its advantage over the usual ZF five- 
unit used in auto- and rally- 
cross are a simple internal layout 
using a dog clutch and not a synchro- 
mesh system. It is also attractive 
because of its relatively low initial 
cost and maintenance costs. So far, 
Tony M. has used the new box at one 
autocross, and Sunday at Snetterton 
was his second rallycross. Brother 
Bob will also use this box in his auto- 
cross car. Colin Richards has 
ome on 


Jeremy Gambs in the F4 Delta at Brands at the weekend, — 


leading the F4 cham ionship race 
from start to finish. Meanwhile, the 


GRD which his girlfriend Lorina. 


Boughton used to such good effect in 
Formula 4 last year is at present up 
for sale. She is looking hard for 
sponsorship to move into Formula 3, 
while Gambs is said to be looking for 
a more permanent racing seat 
too.... 


Fletcher heads 
Elan revival 


Following the withdrawal from 
modsports of Richard Jenvey and 
John Evans at the end of 1975, it 
looked as if there there might be a 
shortage of Elans, but with Jon 
Fletcher returning and the class 
being won at Silverstone last 
weekend by Terry Smith, things are 
improving. A new Elan to watch will 
be Alan Goodman’s example, which 
appeared at Silverstone with Jenvey- 
built suspension and sponsorship 
from Micromedia, who are part of 
Blackwell Scientific and do micro-- 
filming especially for motor firm 
parts lists and so on. 


@ The BMRMC ladies awarded their 
Dish of the Dey fo Tony Lanfranchi 
at Silverstone Sunday, only for 
him to retire with overheating m the 
race. Could the two be ? 


Ivan | 


Gordon and Peggy acks 
title. | 


on on their way to Sunday’s 


. 4 


victory and the Pit Stop 


Jackson’s victory and title 


The Pit Stop Southern Trials 
Championship final took place at’ 
Ferrycourt, near Brands Hatch, last 
Sunday. The event attracted an 
entry of over 40 for the Kentish 
Border CC classic, and a large crowd 
enjoyed a fine day’s sport in dry con- 
ditions. Four champions of the past 
also turned up _ including ex 
Chappell, Bernard Dees, Peter High- 
wood and Geoff Newman, so it was 
rather a nostalgic gathering. The KB 


had laid out eight hills and the going 


was tight as the ground was so dry. 

Chris Highwood set the pace and a 
return to form saw him in the lead at. 
the end of the first round on 27, Tony 
Mitchem followed with a 31 ahead of 
series leader Gordon Jackson (33, ty- 
ing with John Benson), Colin Walker 
(34), Bill Hicks and Roy Denton (37). 
The close battle continued into the 
second round and the Jacksons made 
their mark with an 11, which put 
them in the lead at lunch. Chris 
Highwood went into second place 
with a total score of 49, with 
Mitchem on‘°51 and contender John 
Hopkins on 53. The 750 class was a 
tussle between Dick Lee (63) and 
Cyril:Gamblen (76). The 950 class 
saw John Higgins retire, and Alan 
Gisby lead the class with 75 ahead of 
Chris Ford’s 85. 


Forget it 


John Homewood will certainly want. 
to forget about last weekend. While’ 
getting his Imp ready on Saturday 
or Sunday’s Brands Hatch meeting 
the gearbox broke and also a couple 
of tyres were found to be punctured. 
During the morning practice session 
the two brand new tyres just 
wouldn’t warm up and hence he was 
only ‘sixth quickest. He borrowed 
some well scrubbed rubberware for 
the race and was lying fourth after a 
good start when the engine blew 
completely. In fact his Ian Carter 
engine has served him well for it had 
done 21 races without a rebuild 
including seven wins out of seven 
starts this year. 


@ Anyone who has photographs of 
the BRSCC’s Northern entre 
rescue unit in action over the Easter 
holiday meetings at Rufforth or 
Croft is requested to send them to 
Paul Weatherhill at 22 Acastor 
Drive, Garforth, nr Leeds, who will 
be interested m paying for the 
photos if he publishes them. 


After the break, the fight con- 
tinued in the dust. Gordon Jackson 
was best with 12, which clinched the 
day and the well run Pit Stop series 
title. Benson just took second place 
on the day to ‘finish fifth in the 
series. Chris Highwood, Mitchem 
and Alan Brunning all finished the 
trial on 77 and equal third, this place 
netting Chris fourth in the 
championship. Colin Taylor and 
Hopkins did not have the best of 
days but finished in second and third 
places respectively. Alan Gisby 
came out on top in the 950 class, 
pipping Chris Ford by one point on 
the day, and in the championshi 
they finished in the same order. Dic 
Lee won the 750 class from Cyril 
Gamblen, but the order was reversed 
intheseriesresult. : 

Pit Stop Accessories will again 
back the Southern series for next 
season. 


1, G. Jackson (Ibex), 56 marks lost; 2, J. Benson 
(abs) 76; 3,A. Brunning (Trialsmaster), T- 

itchem (Special), C. Highwood (Cannon), 77; 
6, R. Denton (Mudsport), 79.-_ 

Class winners: A. Gisby (Trialsmaster), 121; R. 
Lee (Rebel), 98. 

Final Championship positions: 1, Jackson, 90; 
2, C. Taylor (Cannon), 75; 3, J. Hopkins (Ibex), 73. 
ee winners: Gisby, 23; C. Gamblen (Pilgrim), 


G4 protest 
thrown out 
on technicality 


The Ginetta G4 twin-cam plot 
thickens. Following our piece a few 
weeks ago, ten modsports com- 

etitors tried to Recta David 

ercer’s 1.3 Ginetta G4 t/c at Silver- 
stone last Sunday on the grounds 
that it is running in the wrong class 
(see Correspondence page 22). The 
BARC’s John Wickham and Sidney 
Offord refused to accept the protest 
on the grounds that it had been 
wrongly submitted for various 
reasons. 

After explaining the protest 
regulations they suggested the 
protest be re-made properly at the 
next meeting. It would appear that 
the protest will then be favourably 
received and the matter will have to 
be sorted out properly, presumably 
with the car running in the 150Icc to 
2000 class. 


———— 
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Baird’s tum as Hawke victor 


It was Stuart Baird’s turn to be the Hawke winner of the APG FF2000 event 


on Sunday. That means that three out of four Hawke drivers have won APG 
rounds. The fourth, Jock Robertson, was also going well on Sunday for his 


first competitive FF2000 drive. Tiff Needell had engine trouble and Geoff 


ar 


Friswell was the fastest man on the track until a spin dropped him back. 


Smith’s fine 
return 


Returning to the championship after 
a brief sortie into rallying, the 
Oxfordshire driver Trevor Smith 
showed all his best form in winnin 
the Warburton Bakeries s pieoretl 
autotest meeting run by Batkonde- 
Moors CC at Dawes St car park, 
Bolton, last Sunday. 

_ Heading an sntryet 45 in the usual 
five classes Smith, took his 1275 
Midget round the 10 tests in 409.34s 
to beat the field by 8s and there was 
nothing that svernad Stringer and 
his Lotus 7 could do about it. 

Stringer was the only driver who 
looked to have a chance of tackling 
Smith but he was never given a 
chance and he had to accept a class 
win, quite comiortably from Dick 
Squire’s Sprite, who finished almost 
13s adrift. The Scotsman, Grainger 
Robertson, again showed his contin- 

improvement and was third 16s 
nd in the day’s biggest class of 


The six-strong small Mini class 
was won easily by Bob Dawber’s 

ubman who had 24s advantage 
over Nigel Jones with Mike 
Garstang a further 20s away third. 
Late entrant Peter Williams was a 
surprised and delighted winner of 
Class 2 in his 1275 GT, despite the 

resence of John Larkin and Phil 

rbyshire. 

The former had his 
up after six tests and Darbyshire 
was never in the hunt with his 
heavier rally car. Williams had a 
huge lead over Derek Parks and 
Tony Garstang who took the places. 

Michael erbert was a 


spetbes pack 


surprisingly easy winner of the ig: 


saloon class for he finished 28s ahea 
of John Calton. The Escort Sport 
man had a total of 490.6 while 
Calton’s Mexico was very nearly 
overhauled by the Ascona of John 
Plant who ended a mere 2s down. 


Wess F. Kerr (Lotus 7), 548.9s. Saves S. Turner 
vw Q. 532.14s. Best Bolton: R. Hartley 
Mri 603.52. 
® Whitegates Service Station will 
again be sponsoring Alan Rogers’s 
1900cc_ saloon exploits again this 
year. However he’s another Mini 
racer who’s gone over to Chrysler 
ent. Peter Vickers, who built 
ogers’s Mini last year, has almost 
finished buildmg an Imp for this 
year which will run m the Kent 


Messenger rounds as well as the 


occasional Lydde= erent. 


Bartram’s loss 
is Revell’s gain 


With Geoff Bartram blowing up his 
gearbox on his first run after being 
easily quickest in practice in his 1.6 
Escort, BTD at the Roding Car 
Club’s Burton Performance Ganles 
autocross last Sunday went to John 
Revell. 

He had a best run in his 1.8 Escort 
of 2m 6.8s and was just over a 
second quicker than Alan Jones in 
the David Rowe Racing Escort, 
while Dave Davies in another Escort 
was only a fraction behind. 

Competing in his first autocross, 
Roy Collins, also under the David 
Rowe banner in an Escort TC, won 
the rally car class by nearly 3s. 


BTD: J. Revell (1.8 Ford Ese 2m 6.8s. 

Class winners: |. Thomson (850 Mini), 2m 11.4s; 
W. Daff (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 2m 14.6s: T. Bishop 
et Sprite), 2m 12.8s; M. Lungley (1.0 Mini), 2m 

2.2; A. Jones (Ford Escort RS17 
Collins (Ford Escort TC), 2m 13.8s. 


@ With their March problems with 
the dust at Snetterton looking set 
for a repeat with the continuing dry 
weather, Sunday’s rallycross organi- 
sers imported a tanker which soaked 
the track before and after practice 
with some 6000 gallons of waste 
water. This proved quite successful 
and it was only towards the end of 
the third runs, with a change of wind 
direction, that the dust became 
dangerous and only one grid of cars 
was let loose on the circuit at one 
time. - 


time of Snetterton on Sunday, 


‘Camaro in special saloons ‘and 


), 2m 8.0s; R.. 


Rob Gibson’s Sprite (below) was fitted with a twin-cam engine for the first 
giving a further 40bhp over the pushrod hill. 
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Steve’s sports car first 


One of the fascinating factors of this 
year’s BTRDA Production Car Trial 
Championship is the number of 
different overall winners the series 
has had, and last Sunday another 
name appeared at the head of an 
entry of 58 at the Coventry & War- 
wickshire trial at Credenton Hills, 
near Fenny Compton. 


Surprised and gaishied by his 
success — well merited on the day — 
was Steve Bradbury, who can only 
be in his third season of trialling but 
who has learnt from his father Reg 
Bradbury all the tricks of the trade. 


Bradbury dropped 14 marks on 40 
sections to put a sports car on to 
for the first time for too long and, 
although the class lost Malcolm 
Brown and Mike Harrison, this in no 
way takes Ake the merit of 
Bradbury’s win for Jim Loveday 
(Midget) trailed him by seven marks 
and his father returned a 28 total. 
Brown broke his differential on the 
second round while poor Harrison’s 
return to the fray lasted only as far 
as a bypass near Warwick, where he 


had to spend a long time mending a . 


broken diff on his Midget. 


In Class 1 Barry Parker was the 
thorn in the side of champion Geoff 


Nash returns 
with 
Birrane’s Capri 


Remember Tony Rosen Nash and Ali 
Hussein, the two South Londoners 
who took to racing a Mustangand a 


provided much amusement and 
entertainment? Well Nash is back in 
the big saloon world with the ex- 
Mick Hill Capri which he will share 
this year with the car’s owner, 
Martin Birrane. It will be run by. 
Dave Price Racing and is said to hve 
a bigger and better 5.0 Chevrolet 
engine, Sf ripe comes from 
Frox Blue Jeans and Birrane is said 
to be doing the Super Saloon series 
with the car, and Nash will do the 
Simoniz series. However, it was 
Birrane who took the car to victory 
at Silverstone on punday, despite a 
challenge from Nick iting’s 2.0 
Escort. 


© Taking over the Horseless 
Carriage Co’s Ensign this year is 
Mike Roberts. The car won the F4 
championship in 1974 in Nick 
Crossley’s hands, but the HCC will 


continue to enter the car. 


Spencer who boobed as — as th 
third hill. He dropped 10 marks whe 
a majority cleaned the obstacle am 
Parker took full advantage and wa 
never headed again. Parker finisher 
on 33 marks (6S penber 47 and Ray 
Warrington, a northerner, was thir 
in his Minion 49. 

On an event when blast, no 
trickle, was the order of the day 
Mexican Mike Stephens was in hi: 
element and he left Dennis Well: 
standing. Stephens won the class or 
41 marks and headed the Skoda mar 
by 16 with another Skoda, driven by 
ae Taylor, claiming third or 


The small-engined Imp class saw 4 
welcome win for Colin Valentine 
back with an pues He dropped 23 
marks to head jack-of-all-trades Reg 
Fitt by 11 marks in another Imp 
while David Carr finished four adrift 
of Fitt despite a late run. Edgar 
Wadsworth’s Puch expired with four 
hills to go whenthe gearbox gave uf 
after he had been scrapping with the 
leaders. 

Overall: S. ped Ar Sprite), 14 marks lost. 

Class winners: B. Parker (Mini), 33 marks; M. 
Stephens (Ford Escort sie noell 41 marks; J. 
Loveday (MG alt a marks; C. Valentine 


ceria Imp), 23 marks; M. Whitehouse (Hillman 
mp), 53 marks. 


Devaney’s 


FF2000 drives 


An unwilling spectator/team 
manager at Silverstone oh Sunday 
was FF driver Bernard: Devaney. 
The Irishman had a large accident at 
Thruxton the previous Monday, and 
as Hawke are moving factory and 
also have a very full order book at 
the moment, there has been no time 
to repair the car. Devaney himself 
was limping slightly, but that is not 
too serious. 

Meanwhile, he waits for his own 
FF Hawke to be readied. He also has 
about three FF200 rides on the 
stocks. They’ll be in a Reynard 
bound for a customer, but Devaney’s 
having a number of drives first 
before the customer takes over. 
However, Devaney isn’t abandoning 
FF, he'll be back as soon as his car 
can be prepared. 


Bira’s three ERAs 
at Silverstone 


This Saturday at Silvestone, an 
historic event takes place. At the 
VSCC’s epring meeting, those 
famous ex-Bira ERAs, ‘‘Romulus”, 
“Remus” and “Hanuman’”’, will race 
together for the first time. 
omulus and Remus have been 
about for some years in the hands of 
Bill Morris and Hon. Patrick 
Lindsay, but this weekend Hanuman 
{ome the fold thanks to Prince 
irabongse’s niece, Miss Narisa 
Chakrabongse, who owns the car. 
Bill Morris will drive this particular 
car in this case. Miss Chakrabongse 
has also loaned some of Bira’s oT 
ment, which will be on show, the 
exhibition being in conjunction with 
a collection in aid of Cancer 
Research. 
@ John McKerrell and Richard 
Nimmo have sup from Britax 
and Corbeau Equipe for their bid in 
this weekend’s National West- 


.Minster Bank Moonraker Trophy, a 


round of the ASEMC rally 
2 >. The sponsorshp is 


for this event only at this stage 


Vee men 
discuss poor 
image 


After the recent Formula Vee 
championship round at Brands 
Hatch an impromptu meeting was 
held by the Vee drivers who are 

eatly concerned about the poor 
image of the formula, with only 12 of 
the 24 drivers entered turning up at 
Brands on race day. 

It was agreed by those present 
that all drivers would be urgently 
contacted and the message from the 
determined band of drivers was that 
they are also worried about the 

parent lack of official interest. 
Hard work is ahead for these 
dedicated drivers and they 
terminated their meeting determined 
that the formula is going to be seen 
to survive and prosper. A second 
meeting will be held at Oulton Park 
three weeks hence. 


Priddle’s no 
Superdrag 


With the big Santa Pod meeting to 
follow, the NDRC’s_ Easter 
Snetterton event (their first with 
their new promoters Superdrag) 
could have eet expected to be 
poorly attended, but an excellent 
crowd turned out to see a good day’s 
racing, with Dennis Priddle takmg 
the first round of the Superdrag 
Funny Car championship with an 
easy 7.7s; 179mph run over Peter 
Barnet, who went extremely well in 
fhe ex-Skilton car to hit 8.03 at 
175mph. Liam Churchill didn’t 

alify in time with his new Europ 

xhausts Capri, but did one 
shakedown run at 8.5 after crossing 
lanes in the mid-range and giving the 
timekeepers a hard time by heading 
for the finish light until the last 
second! 

Clive Skilton was trying out his 
combination for Top Fuel this year 
—his old Revolution Three car fitted 
with his Donovan Funny Car engine. 
This sounded impressive and clocked 
at 7.04 at 204 very easily, but would 
need more for the following three 


days. 

The French cigarette firm 
Gauloises is backing the Pro Com 
championship this year, an 


although only two cars were present 
for this event, it promises to be 
harder fought than ever, with Mike 
Hall laying down his challenge with a 
winning 8.06 (172mph) to win from 
Pat Cuss. Hall, driving his new 
mount, the ex-Mr Revell car of 
Priddle which, with a 6.04 run to its 
credit, obviously needs no 
improvement in the chassis depart- 
ment, is running his own iron 392, 
but should soon be in the sevens 
with the car. 

Gary Goggin won the four-car Pro 
Stock feature from Tony Dickson, 
both cars running in new or rebuilt 


motors, but Goggin still hitting 10.2° 


to 11.2 for the Duckhams car. 
Lastly, a word must be said for the 
es, who are obviously 
etermined to put Snetterton on the 
map for drag racing, donating the 
NDRC a fine control tower and 
providing some 5000 seats for the 
public. 
@ Missed out of the Easter Santa 
Pod report was mention of John 
Whitmore’s fantastic performance, 
his timy 1300cc blown BLMC car 


Harris’ BTD in close sprint 


hundreths quicker than Harris, who 


That fierce competition is in store for 
the rest of the season in the RAC 
Sprint Championship was confirmed 
in no uncertain fashion at the MAC 
round at the Midland venue of 
Curborough on Sunday, with four 
drivers within half a second of each 
other. Dave Harris (McLaren M10B) 
finally took the maximum points 
with a final run of 31.81s, extremel, 
close to the record, and Rob Turnbu 
was in really excellent form with his 
Brabham to hold off the likes of Bob 
Rose and David Render in their 
much larger capacity machinery. 

First of the dices was in the 
modified saloons up to 1 litre class 
where Neal Johnstone, regular class 
winner, only scraped in ahead of 
Brian Allen by 0.06s. Ian Knowles 
and Des Richardson again in their 
usual scrap for sports car honours. 
Knowles (Sprite) beat Richardson 
(Midget) by four tenths. John Stuart 
(Martin BM8) was a comfortable 
winner of the sports-racing class and 
Barry Brant equally in command of 
the 500cc single-seaters. 

In the class runs Turnbull had 
posed 31.27 to take the 1600cc class 

y a wide margin, and this was six 


won his class from Rose. 

_ Into the run-off, and Turnbull was 
just a fraction: slower, Harris was 
just that much quicker, and so the 
maximum points went down the 
motorway to Bristol. é 

Rose, with 31.75, was third, and 
Render was fourth in 31.93s but it 
won’t be long before he’s banging on 
the front door with the Lotus 76. 
Martyn Griffiths (March 74B) and 
Richard White (McLaren M10B), 
both got into the 32s bracket and 
Richard Lester (Lola T100) and 
Johnty Williamson (Surtees TS11) 
were in the 38s area. 

BTD: D. Harris ie ara M10B), 31.21s. 

Class winners: R. Dodkins (Porsche 911), 40.8s; 
C. Milner (Ford Bape), 41.4s; M. Junod (Alfa 
Romeo), 42.8s; N. Johnstone (Mini-Cooper), 38.1s; 
A. Hunt ees er), 40.32s; R. Hand (For 
Anglia), 36.0s; H. Shepherd (Jaguar E), 39.3s; 1. 
Knowles (AH Sprite), 38.2s; A. Wood (Lotus Elan), 
35.8s; W. Cole ae Me 34.9s; P. Groome 
(Lotus 23), 39.2s, J. tuart (Martin BM8), 34.2s; B. 

rant (osner Trumien) .2s; B. Sumner (Brab- 
ham BT15), 38.8s; Harris, 31.34s. 

Top ten rurroff: 1, Harris, 31.21s; 2, Turnbull, 
31.62s; 3, B. Rose eae k M14D), 31.75s; 4, D. 
Render (Lotus-DFV76), 31.93s; M. Griffiths 
March 7 B), 32.535; 6, R. White (McLaren M108), 

2.97s; 7,R. Lester (Lola T1 }: S207 Sao: 
Williamson (Surtees 1S11), 33.47s; 9, P. Fisk 
we 703), 34.12s; 10, P. Mawson (Jomo F3), 

.20S. 


Mike Hinde’s Imp is streets ahead 


With 35 Minis and 24 starters in the 
conventional saloon class, the Shell: 
League Northern Car Club Pro- 
duction Car Trial championship got 
off to a tremendous start with 84 
entries at the Pateley Bridge venue 
arranged by Ilkley and District MC. 

- Man of the meee without 
doubt, was Mike Hinde from North 
Wales, who took the overall award 
with a total of only 12 marks lost in 
his Imp and he was streets ahead on 
index of performance. 

The struggle for apne among 
the Mini brigade was led all day by 
BTRDA man _ Brian Midgley. 
Opening up an 8pts gap at the inter- 
val in the three rounds of 12 hills, he 
retained his lead in his Clubman GT 
and won the class on 36 marks with 
Ian Waddington second in his Mini 
on 44 and David Naylor (Mini) was 
third on 57. 

Tying at halfway on 44 marks, the 
class 2 leaders Tim Holdsworth 
(Anglia) and Harry Tregenza 
(Mexico) only became separated near 
the end and Holdsworth ran out 


England finished _ third having 
clipe’ behind a little in the secon 


By contrast, the sports car class 
was a disaster with only two entries 
an ohn Busfield (MGB GT) 
eventually easily 
Kirkbright’s Austin Ulster. How- 
ever, they had been separated by 
only a single mark at the break. 

he family Waddington domin- 
ated the smaller papact rear 
engined class with Stephen, Feothee 
of lan, collecting the award with his 
Fiat 850 on 38 marks. At the interval 
his father Ken, in an Imp, had held a 
two-mark lead, but Stephen proved 
the more consistent and turned the 
deficit into a winning margin of five 
marks. Paul Adelman (Imp) was 
third of 16 with a total of 51. 

Peter Williams, in his _bigger- 
engined-Imp, uuopped only 19 marks 
to head a class of three. 


Overall: M. Hinde (Imp), 12 marks lost. 

Class winners: B. Midgley ra Clubman GT), 
36; T. Holdsworth (Ford Anglia), 63; J. Busfield 
(MGB GT), 36; S. Waddington (Fiat 850), 38; P. 
Williams (Hillman Imp), 19. Ladies: Mrs P. Murray 


victor on 63 marks, five fewer than (Mie 1275 GT), 92. Novice: D. Sunderland (Mini), 
Tregenza. The Datsun 1200 of John . 


Ludlow’s forum | 750 MC changes 


Ludlow Castle MC has arranged a 
star-studded panel for their motor 
sport forum and film show at the 
; ee Suite, Ludlow, on May 
Russell Brookes will be SoHE Gee 
by George Hill and hopefully Tony. 
Pond, while Steve Thompson and 
Barrie Williams will represent the 
racing fraternity. Denis Cardell, 
chairman of the Welsh Association, 
will also be in attendance and the 
evening will be chaired by Castrol’s 
competitions manager Roger Willis. 
Mrs Margaret Hope of Willow 
Farm, Little Hereford, Ludlow, (tel: 
Brimfield 292) is handling tickets. 
Early application is advisable as 
jose is a capacity of only 250 for the 


e Jack Jones, who doesn’t sing for a 
living, nor upset industry's ur 


hittmg a ing 863s at 1 force, is going F1300 this year i 
te Seknabe Miia Dragster tonaly. Senet ox F108 Alnaia. nee 


—  , (eT 


Among the changes to the hierachy 
of the 750 MC is the resignation of 
their rotund and jovial president, 


Mike Eyre, the well-known time- - 


keeper. Eyre has been running down 
his involvement in the sport 
recently. Furthermore, the treasurer 
and company secretary, Mike 
Chittenden has had to resign owing 
to ill-health, and his duties have been 
taken over by Bryan Clayton. 
Clayton is already chairman of the 
financial and general purposes 
committee. 

@ The class of Junior Competition, 
last year dominated by Brian 
-Mondey in his Jag/T, had 20 entries 
at the Easter Santa Pod (a record), 


and the two cars of Pete Smith and 
Norm Wheeldon dominated it, both 
Jaguar powered, with Smith winning 
on Sunday (11.99 to 12.07), and 
Wheeldon winning on Monday (11.63 
to 11.48), an indication of how close 


the racing had been. 


beat te 


Sparkes, 6. 
Allied 


Ronnie Grant, the gous taxi and 
SuperVee driver, is being sponsored 


this ty bk by Volkspares in his 
SuperVee Taurus, designed by ex- 
McLaren man John _ Barnard. 


Volkspares are based in Sydenham 
and specialise in supplying replace- 
ment parts for Volkswagens. The 
will also be awarding £10 to the pole 

osition man in every round of the 
1976 VW (GB) Ltd Silver Cup 
SuperVee championship. 


Championship 
positions 


_Brush Fusegear Formula Ford shenpionsne ie 
Jim Walsh, 50; 2, John Bright, 44; 3, Derek aly, 
20; 4, Derek Warwick, 17; 5, Bernard Devaney, 
Chris Skellern, 15. ¥ ; 

Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans sports series; 
fully modified: 1, Peter Cooke, 15; 2, Alan Webb, 
12; 3, Nick Adams, 9. FF engined: i, Alex Ferrada, 
27.2, Keith Money, 13; 3, Don Farthing, 12. 

sso Unifio special saloons, over 1300cc: 1, 
Tony Dickinson, 13; 2, Colin Hawker, 9; 3, Mick 
Leary, 6. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Geoff Byman, David 
Carvell, 9; 3, Phil Winter, Clive Sparkes, 6. 850cc 
to 1000cc: 1, Grahame Lavis, 10; 2, Rob Mason, 9; 
3, Peter TE 8. Up to 850cce: 1, Robert 
Goodwin, John Slack, Mike Kirby, 9. 

BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow championship: 
1, James Weaver, 22; 2, David Lang, 18; 3, Sean 
Walker, 15; 4, John Harlow, Alex Hawridge, 763 
Tom Wood, David Leslie, Stephen Greenwood, 6. 

Debenhams Ford Escort challenge: 1, Wayne 
Wainwright, 54; 2, Graham Hollis, 46; 3, John 
Waterman, 44; 4, Neil McGrath, 32; 5, David da 
Costa, 30; 6, Pete King, 26. 

BRSCC Renault 5 Elf challenge: 1, Stuart 
McCrudden, 35; 2, Mick Hill, 28; 3, Richard 
Hassell, 27; 4, Charles Sawyer-Hoare, 22; 5, Keith 
Collier, 12;6, Barrie Williams, 10. 

DJM Records Formula Ford Championship: 1, 
Derek Warwick, 27; 2, Jim Walsh, 20; 3, David 
Buttigieg, 13; 4, David Heale, Geoff Smailes, 12; 6, 
Rod Bremner, 10. ’ 

Forward Trust 1000 Plus Special Saloon Car 
Championship over 1300cc: 1, Tony Super 14; 
2, Nic yen 7: 3, Tony Dickinson, 6. 1001cc to 
1300cc: 1, Phil Winter, 13; 2, Mick Davies, Peter 
Baldwin, Geoff Byman, 5. 

BARC Modified Sports Car Championship over 
2000cc: 1, John Cooper, 15; 2, Jonathan Palmer, 
12: 3, Bob Neville, 7. 1501cc to 2000cc: 1, Dave 
Bettinson, 17; 2, Jon Fletcher, 7; 3, John Bury, 
Dave Tomlinson, Alan Goodman, Terry Smith, 5. 
1151 to 1500cc: 1, Keith Ashby, 17; 2, lan Hall, 
15; 3, Gordon Howie, 12. Up to 1150cc: 1, Simon 
Packford, 17; 2, Pat Longhurst, 10; 3, Gary Morse, 


Allied Polymer Group Formula Ford 2000 
Championship: 1, Geoff Friswell, 28; 2, Tiff 
Needell, lan Taylor, 24; 4, Stuart Baird, 18; 5, 
Bernard Vermilio, 16; 6, Oscar Notz, 14. : 

Oceanair Clubmans Sports Championship: 1, 
Alex Ferrada, 30; 2, Don Farthing, 16; 3, Nick 
Scott, Guy Woodward, 8; 5, Keith Money, 7; 6, 
David Campbell, 4. f 

Britax Production Saloon Car Championship 
over £2400: I, Derrick Brunt, 15; 2, Brian Pepper, 
11; Rod Birley, 8. £2001 to £2400: 1, Jeff Allam, 
12: Nick Whiting, 4; 3, Martin Williams, 3. £1601 
to £2000: 1, John Brindley, Eric Cook, 10; 3, 
David Taylor, 3. Up to £1600: 1, Rodney Posner, 
Bh 2, Sool Wooldridge, 9; 3, Neil Hepburn, Roger 

ayne, 8. 

Jaybrand Racewear Silverstone County League: 
1, Northamptonshire, 61; 2, Oxfordshire, 38; 3, 
Buckinghamshire, 35; 4, Hertfordshire, 32; 5, 
Leicestershire, 30;6, Worcestershire, 25. 

Vandervell Award for Novice Drivers: 1, David 
Carvell, 20; 2, Don Selkee 19; 3, Steve 
Farthing, 8; 4, Tom Wood, 7; 5, Roger Dowe, Clive 


OULTON PARK 


There's a full pay erga of club 
racing this weekend at six venues, 
and the struggle for supremacy in 
the single-seater popularity stakes 


continues between the two Ford - 


formulae, FF1600 and FF2000. 

The FF1600 contingent has 
amassed 50 entries for the featured 
event at the Townsend Thorsesen 
Silver Plate Championship ee 
to be organized the Lancs 
Cheshire club at Oulton Park on 
Saturday. Dynamic Dublin duo 
David Kennedy and Derek Daly (see 
Men to Watch, page 32) are among 
the field, and Kennedy’s champion- 
ship lead will come under attack 
from all the other top TT series men 
like Derek Warwick, Trevor van 
Rooyen, Mike Blanchet and _ local 
driver John Bright. For the 
FF1600s, there will be two 7-lap 
heats and a 15-lap final. There is also 
a round of the MCD Group 8 series, 
with Oulton Libre lap record holder 
Val Musetti (March) and John 
Wingfield (Ralt) in F2 cars and Nick 
Whiting in the ShellSport Fl 
Surtees. Whiting, the reigning 
Simoniz saloon champion, is also: 
down to run his new Escort-FVC 
against Tony Sugden’s Escort-BDE 
and Tarmac champion Stuart 
Graham’s Camaro in the Simoniz 
event, and a Hitachi 1-litre saloon 
race is also on the eight-race pro- 
gramme, which is completed by: 
monoposto and historic races. 
Practice starts at 09.00, the first 
race at 14.00. 


SILVERSTONE 


Historic car fans are properly 
catered for by the vsce's race 
meeting at Silverstone, also on 
Saturday, at. which the very famous 


ex-Bira ERA “Romulus” will makea 


return to racing after an absence of. 


30 years. Prince Birabongse’s niece 
(and daughter of Prince Chula), Miss 
Narisa Chakrabongsa, has entered 
the car for Bill Morris to drive. 
Another which has not been raced: 


for many years (since 1936) is a 1932 
P3 Alfa Romeo, which Alain de 
Cadanet has purchased in Argentina. 
Among the other 155 cars entered(!) 
are several more “newcomers”, and 
the first event starts at 13.30. 


BRANDS HATCH 


FF2000 cars have their turn at star’ 
at the BRSCC’s APG Cham-: 


billin 
pionship meeting at Brands Hatch 
on Sunday. Stu Baird provided all 


the ree Megs last weekend with a. 


-flag-to-flag win. Can he do it again? 
The oppcdt ian is tough, with Geoff 
Friswell, Tiff Needell, Ian Taylor, 
David Macpherson, Bernard 


Vermilio, etc, all entered in this 


highly competitive and entertaining 
category. 

Peter Cooke will be out to repeat 
his non-championship Clubmans win 
of a few weeks ago in the Sytner of 
Nottingham round, although strong 
SRROnies this time comes in the 
shape of Nick Adams, Chris Greville- 
Smith and Vernon Davies. Peter 
White will be looking for another 
Super Vee Championship win to con- 
solidate his points lead but John 


' Morrison, ‘Ron Grant, Bruce Venn 


and Mark Lichfield will be there 


' trying to stop him. Journalist Clive 


Richardson is entered in a Datsun 
240Zin the BRSCC modsports cham- 
pionship race _ and, providing 
“‘there’s no trouble with t’mill’’, the 


Yorkshire man should have an enter- 


taining day battling with the E- 
types of John Oxborough and Brian 
Murphy, Tony Wingrove’s Porsche 


Carrera, Robin Gray’s Morgan and. 


Jon Fletcher’s Elan. The land 

‘Cars National Mini 1000 Challenge 
has over 40 entries, so there’ll be a 
consolation race for the non- 
ae ifiers, while other non-champion- 
ship races will be held for FF1600s 
and Special Saloons. 

Repeating an earlier successful 
experiment, there will bea lunchtime 
walkabout on the grid so that spec- 
tators can meet the drivers and look 
closely at the cars. Racing starts at 


International eventss 


Date Venue 
Apr 29/ Germany 
May 2 
May 2 Jarama, Spain 
May 2 Mugelilo, Italy 
May 2 Estoril, Portugal 
May 2 Nurburgring, Germany 
May 2 Magny Cours, France 
May 2 Alabama, USA 
May3 Fuji, Japan 


Event 
Maritim Rally Nordland 


Spanish Grand Prix 


European Championship for Touring Cars 
European Championship for Grand Touring Cars- 
Nurburgring 300Kms — F Super Vee, Touring Cars, 


Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars 


Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars 


Alabama 500 — NASCAR 
Fuji Grand Prix 


MALLORY PARK 


“And there’s lots of motor racing, 
too”, goes the catchline for the BBC 
Radio 1 Fun Dau publicity handouts 
for this Sunday’s BARC-organized 
Mallory Park meeting. Motor racing 
there is indeed, with a non-champion- 
ship Polydor Records F3 event 
topping the bill. Among _ those 
scheduled to appear are Rupert 
Keegan in the all-conquering BAF 
March, Tony Dron in the Unipart 
March, Geoff Lees’s new Chevron 
and Brett Riley’s Modus. 

Naturally enough, there’s a round 
of the Beeb’s own Radio 1 produc 
tion saloon championship and their 
very own Noel Edmonds will be 
having another go in his Opel. Simi- 
larly mounted will be Tony 
Lanfranchi, while the opposition 
comes from Simon Watson and 
Derrick Brunt (BMWs) and Ian 
Dutton and Rod Birley (Capris). 
Gerry Marshall, Nick Whiting and 
Jeff Allam will provide the B class 
battle. In the other classes John 
Brindley, Eric Cook and Peter Slade 

ill wage the Mazda war, while 
Danny  Alderton’s Honda _ will 
penny, take the small class 

onours. 

There are over 50 entries for the 
MCD FF1600 championship round, 
with all the aces from England and 
Ireland entered. Other races include 
rounds of the Forward Trust Special 
Saloon and Oceanair Clubmans 
championships, and a_ special 
obstacle race for pop stars in Shell- 
Sport Escorts. 

In addition to the racing, Radio 1 


extra activities include personal 


appearances by DJs, pop stars, 
speedboat and helicopter rides, an 
aerobatic display, a water ski demon- 
stration and many other sideshows. 
Of all the meetings at Mallory during 
the year, this one is designed for 
see other than the racing enthu- 
siast — so, be warned, there’ll be a 


‘big crowd of Younes pe at which 


the meeting is aim Oo moaning 
letters next week, please... . 
Racing starts at 14.00, but action : 


starts at 09.00 and there'll be 
broadcast from the Radio 1 
Show between 15.00 and 17.00. 


LYDDEN 


TEAC are in charge at Lydden o 
Sunday for a programme of seve 
races. Championship points are o 
offer for FV, F1300, FF and Mini 
competitors, while other categorie 
catered for are saloons and Libr 
cars. Among those entered are W: 
Arif, Paul Sleeman, Tony Halliwel 
and Doug Wood (FF), Marti 
Morehead and Bob Addison (Mini 7 
John Allan, Bob Davis and Phi 
Lloyd (F1300) and Alan Corbishle 
(saloons). Racing starts at 14.30. 


CROFT 


The Darlington & DMC is organizim; 
a six-race programme at Croft o 
Sunday, but failed to furnish us witl 
any details. Four of the events-ar 
championship rounds, and racing 
starts at 14.45. : 


BLACKBUSHE 


This Sunday at  Blackbushe 
European Dragways starts its 
season of drag racing, with a four 
strong Funny car field includin 
Priddle, Pratt Barnett and Churchill 
who with Blackbushe’s renowned 
lack of traction will be putting on a 
smoky display for the entire quarter. 
mile if past experience is any guide 
Clive Skiiton hopes to have his new 
Funny car ready for the meeting as 
well, powered of course by the 
Donovan engine which won him the 
Santa Pod Top Fuel crown at Easter. 
Pro Comp has attracted four cars 
as well, and the promoters will be 
trying out a programme of bracket 
racing, with all cars runnin 
together in strict time brackets wit 
a_ break-out rule to eliminate 
deliberately slow qualifying. Trevor 
Young will drive Revolution Three, 


a Ey 
Roa 


fitted again with its iron motor, with 
Roz Prior also entered in the Fast 
Lady dragster. 


oS nae reesei isso a 


Venue 


Event Status 


Club Start © 


Details 


May 1 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Northants Race Meeting C Vintage SCC 13.30 Itala & Napier Trophies Race for Vintage & Edwardian 
Race Cars, Historic Cars pre-1961 _ : 

May 1 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, Cheshire Race Meeting | R Lancs & Cheshire CC 14.00 Townsend Thoresen FF1600, Simoniz Special Saloons, 
MCD Open Single-Seaters, Hitachi Special Saloons, 
Varley Batteries Monopostos, Historic Sports Cars 

May 1 Rally R Lanarkshire CC _ Blane Stages Rally — The Scotsman Scottish Rally 
Championship round 

May 1 pay R bel ae MC = ere Charariehip round 

1 Mere Car Park (MR183/815324 Rali R isbui 22.31 alladwr Rally 

ile ) ™ Shaftesbury cc ACSMC Rally Championship round ! ; 

May 1/2 Knighton, West Midlands Rally R Owen MC _ 22.30 West Midlands & Welsh Road Rally Championship rounds 

May 1/2 Holderness Road, Hull Rally R * N Humberside MC 23.01 Holderness Rally 

MR107/109205 ox ke, : ; ; 
May 1/2 Prescte ne Chalterihari Glos Hillclimb N Bugatti & ae 11.00 RAC Hillclimb & National Leader Championship rounds 
rrari 
May 2 Mallory Park, nr Leicester Race Meetin R BARC 14.00 BBC Radio 1 Motor Race & Fun Day, MCD FF1600, 
a : BBC Radio 1 Production Saloons, Forward Trust Special Saloons, 
- Clubmans Sports, Celebrity Race, Polydor Records F 

May 2 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent Race Meeting R BRSCC 14.30 Allied yer FF2000, Club spars. VW Super Vee, 

FF1600, Special Saloons, BRSCC Mod Sports, 
; National Mini 1000 Challenge 

May 2 Croft, nr Darlington, Co Durham Race Meeting R Darlington & DMC 14.45 Prod Sports, Special Saloons, FF1600 : 

May 2 Lydden Hill, Lydden Village, Kent Race Meeting R TEAC 14.30 F Vee, F1300, TEAC FF, TEAC Mini-Seven, Saloons, F Libre 

May 2 Blackbushe, Camberley, Surrey Drag Meeting R BARC (SC) 13.00 Custom Car Show (stunt motorcyclist Dave Taylor) 

May 2 Curborough, nr Lichfield, Staffs Sprint R Shenstone & DCC 14.00 AMMC Sprint Championship round, 

May 2 ingliston, Midlothian Scotland Sprint R - Lothian CC 14.00 Scottish Sprint Championship round 

May 2 Sutton Farm, Wansford, Autocross R Peterborough MC BTRDA/RAC Autocross Championship round 

nr Peterborough 13.30 

May 2 . Little Hallingbury Autocross R Stort Valley MC =— LCAMC Championship round 

May 2 Knebworth Park, Herts Speedcross R Falcon MC ~ — 

May 2 West Malling, Kent Autotest R Blackpalfrey MC 10.00 ASEMC Championship round 

May 2 Broadstone cage Farm, Prod CarTrial | C David Brown _ 

(MR110/205065) S&SC MS — 
May 2 _ Rally R Green Belt MC 


East Anglian Stages Rally — AEMC Rally Championship round 


i g are requested to send details of all forthcomeng ewents to Miss Linda McRae. Autosport Editonal Department. 
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OcKING LIQUID 


QE DROP yi! Jock 2 0088 nut 
or fixa loose stud 
va FAST! 


Thekeytoaill 
locking problems 


New rapid action ‘Torqseal’ metal locking liquid is the 
“convenience” product, which will safely lock together a 
hundred and one different jobs — nuts to bolts... bearings 
to shafts... joints on petrol, oil and hydraulic pipework, etc. 


No longer do you need to keep a range of types and sizes 
of mechanical fasteners. ..just apply one or two drops of 
‘Torqseal’ and the job is done economically and fast. 


Dismantling is simple, when required, using ordinary 
hand tools. 


‘Torqseal’ is available in a range of easy to use, 


economical sizes, from garages, accessory shops and 
branches of Halfords and Longlife. 
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Performance proved i pr LL Ee 
products 


Hermetite Products Limited - West Drayton : Middlesex UB7 7RA 
Telephone: West Drayton 45511 


